THE WORLD’S MOST READ SCUBA DIVING & SNORKELING MAGAZINE 





MAY 1999 


slefelcuraiale 


: 
Inside & Out 
Baader in Baja 


How to Buy a BC 


Creatures Only a 
WW ey t ays) @ro) 0] (0m me)’/se 
Muck Beauties! 


Know Thy Gear: 
Taking An Equipment 
Repair Course 





www.skin-diver.com A Ae ERSEN PUBLICATION 


























a aoe sie HOLDS THE 

EY WOMENS ‘5 RECORD OF 
165: AND i cuRRENTY TUNG FOR 
A DIVE ATTEMPT OF i 9° SHE 
PUTS GREAT FAITH IN HER SUPPORT 
DIVERS _ inte . 7 PUT THEIR 
TRUST IN © UIPMEN 


oi wa V a 


INNOVATION 


in the tradition of the £ BC and the 

Viask, Dacor i is leading the way with fresh ideas for 
‘99. The new Need lec Regulator is the perfect example - 

ergonomic styling combined with six patented, technical innovations. 


Viperlec is designed with the patented TEC (Trim Efficiency Control) system to 

increase air flow to the diver as needed — for consistent, natural breathability at all 

depths. The key innovation is the air directional trim lever in the mouthpiece, which 

precisely regulates air flow and volume. The trim lever also optimizes the 
exhalation cycle by reducing resistance. “Se 


Trim Lever 
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CHECK OUT THE NEW DACOR TEK 473 SMOOTHSRIN 
WETSUTTS. SUPERSTRETCH SMOOTHSKIN PROVIDES 
INCREASED THERMAL PROTECTION. 


Dacor Corporation 
Worldwide Headquarters 
161 Northfield Road, Northfield, IL 60093 USA 
Phone: (847) 446-9555 Fax: (847) 446-7547 
www.divedacor.com 
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Sea Dancer - Providenciales 


Great walls, spectacular drop-offs 


Wind Dancer - Grand Turk 


| FREE NITROX 















DC ena ag 


late) geCeyt(clamelhY-1m@-M el-18-lell1= 


: TS... Tee “ap 
Sun Dancer Il - Palau Rap Pah oa 


FREE NITROX 
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Standard Amenities | Standard Fleet Features Package Inclusions Special 
Bk : Privileges 

Evening turndown ¢ Air conditioning throughout state- | ¢ Roundtrip transfers to |» FREQUENT 
bed service rooms and all common areas (Sea and from designated DIVER 
Morning coffee service & Antares - staterooms only) airports if you arrive DISCOUNT 
to your cabin Private ensuite bathrooms (except and depart on the © SENIOR DIVER 
Plush terry bathrobes two staterooms on Sea) vessel's schedule DISCOUNT 
for use onboard Hot fresh water showers ¢ Breakfast, lunch and =|» STYDENT 
Hair dryers (except Sea (all vessels) and bathtubs (Star) dinner, plus mid- DIVER 
& Antares) Audio/video entertainment centers morning and mid- DISCOUNT 

® Sitdown dining Photo and video labs, light tables afternoon snacks © AIRLINE TRAVEL 

¢ Morning & afternoon Open air sundecks w/covered ¢ Non-alcoholic bever- OR DIVE 
snacks areas ages INDUSTRY 

e Fresh room towels daily Personal dive gear storage areas ¢ Alcoholic beverages DISCOUNT 

e Fresh deck towels after Wide stern dive platforms with two | ® Up to four or five ¢ CONSECUTIVE 
every dive exit ladders and fresh water show- dives daily CHARTER 

® Dive platform assistance | ers (except Antares) e Filled tanks, weights DISCOUNT 

© Daily E-6 processing Dive deck camera work tables and weightbelt e SPUR OF 
24-hour a day service Rigid deco bars (except Sun Il e Free Nitrox fills THE MOMENT 
from our professional & Antares) (except Star and DISCOUNT 
and qualified crews Fresh water equip./camera rinse Antares) ... and more! 


For more information, phone, fax, or check-out our web site. 


wT he Let us know your 
/| "V4 e-mail address and 
we'll include you in our 


INC dancer@peterhughes.com 
: special e-mailings. 
First and Foremost in Luxury Liveaboard Adventure 
1-800-9 DANCER 1-800-932-6237 
Diamond | 1390 S. Dixie Hwy. / Suite 1109 / Coral Gables / Florida 33146 / 305-669-9391 / Fax 305-669-9475 


DAN CHECK OUR INTERNET SITE FOR PERIODIC SPECIALS 
SPONSOR Internet: http://www.peterhughes.com e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 

















Need a little more EXCITEMENT in your life? 
With PADIS convenient home study materials you 
can start your next action-packed 
adventure right from home. Just add 
Watel. Dive Today. 


Visit your PADI Dive Center or Resort for details. 


www. padi.com 
























N5 Tray & Handle 

Exclusively for Nikonos V. Compact design 
makes N5 Tray & Handle an integral part 
of camera with a velcro strap that holds 
the Nikonos in your palm. A fast, easy 
Rapid Advance lever is included. 

N5 Tray required for rotating 

tray, see below. 
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Ikelite TTL Substrobes cover the full 
range of the underwater photographers 
needs. Each of the Substrobes is the 
brightest and fastest recycling strobe in 
its class. The Substrobe 50 is ideal for 
the 28mm, 35mm, macro lens and 
extension tube photography. It is quite 
often the second strobe in a dual 
strobe set-up. 

The Substrobe 100a is a powerful 
medium sized strobe with an 
adjustable angle of coverage. The 
Substrobe 200 offers a blazing 200 
watt-sec of power, covers 100°, and 
recycles in 1|.6 sec. It is state-of-the-art. 
Recognized as the most powerful 
underwater strobe, the Substrobe 400 
produces an unprecedented 

400 watt-sec and covers 110°. 

Most photographers use two strobes 
for more natural ! 

lighting. Ikelite's 





Quick Grip Strobe Arms 
Ikelite's articulating 
ball-socket arm 
system offers a 
vast array of arms 
and connectors, 





: : TTL Remote 

including a quick- S| 

release handle. aS 

A larger ball eliminates the 
need fora 


diameter and thicker 
locking plates provide 
vastly greater holding 
power than similar systems. 


dual cord. Full 

TTL functions are provided via the 
slave sensor so the slave strobe can be 
moved freely without a connecting cord. 


Extension Tubes 
Lightweight and corrosion proof, made for 
the Nikonos 35mm lens, with reproduction 
ratios available for life size 1:1, one-half life 
size 1:2 and one-third life size 1:3. 


Sd ee te 















Rotating Tray for Nikonos 5 
Push the button to rotate the Nikonos V 
camera from horizontal to vertical format 
: _ without changing strobe ws a 
f positioning. Machined L | t 
% aluminum bar provides H e i e 
- attachment points at each end Underwater Systems 
for Ikelite, TLC and Ultralite 50 W 33rd Street 
systems. Indianapolis, IN 46208 
317.923.4523 





For additional information contact your local dive shop, 
or Ikelite for a free catalog or visit us at 








In 1959 Mr. Bob Soto Dreanned of a Place Where Divers 
Could Experience an Aifordable Underwater Aciventure 
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Unlimited _ 
_ BOAT Diving 
— Only S849 
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Accommodations at the Treasure Island Resort on Seven Mile Beach 


Cali iealit-to ml =1O/.N MANN] Dito) oO) nt =m DAVIN Cm lamial-m\le)galiale MyAlit=)ealolelam-lale mn ileal 


Reserve Now 1 -888-/53- re iele Limited Availability 


Fax: (845) 949-8731 « E-mail: bobsotos@candw.ky * www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 



























~ Volume Forty-eight + Number Five 


CONTENTS 


angi am 


_ se photo/Bill Harrigan 


54 CITIZEN ECo-DRIVE AQUALAND 
DIVE WATCH by Ty Sawyer 
Solar powered for today’s eco-minded diver. 


597 MUCK BEAUTIES OF LEMBEH STRAIT by Brandon D. Cole 
No wall, no coral, no reef, no viz. No sharks, schooling fish or 
beautiful invertebrates. And absolutely one of the most exciting 
dives of my life... 


61 BIGGER AND BADDER IN BAJA by James Forte 
The complete diver’s guide to the realm of Sefior Big. 


68 Day TRIPPING THE Bay ISLANDS by Rick Frehsee 








ABOUT THE COVER: 


Cedric Atlas arcs through We follow in the wake of creatures large and small... 
the cool blue waters of 76 A FRIEND’S First DIVE IN 
The Bahamas in a playful COSTA RICA by James Forte 


game of follow the leader 
with two spotted dolphins. 
Photo/Donald Tipton. 


Costa Rica ts the kind of place where everyone can have a 
good time, even those who don’t dive... 


79 THE BAHAMAS by Bill Harrigan 
Inside out from Walker’s Cay to San Sal. 


88 FAMILY DIVE VACATIONS by Carolyn Pascal-Guarino 
Packing and readiness tips from a super mom. 


94 RIDING A BLUE TRAIN by Walt Stearns 
Swept along the reef by Cozumel’s high voltage currents... 





DEPARTMENTS 


10 EDITORIAL by Al Hornsby 
It’s About That Time 


12 FREEFLOW/HAPPENINGS by Scott Jones 
Diving’s Latest News 


16 ENCOUNTERS by Al Hornsby 
The Yellowhead Jawfish 


18 SCUBAMED by Fred Bove, M.D., Ph.D. 
Questions About Injuries 


20 WATERWORK by Jed Livingston 
7 Steps to an Easy Boat Dive 


24 TOTALLYTEK by Karl Shreeves 
This is Your Brain in a Bucket. Any Questions? 


GEARING UP 


27 GEAR TO GRAB by Ty Sawyer 
28 HowTo Buy A BC by Ken Kurtis 


36 BiG SHOT by Al Hornsby 
Shark Shooter 


38 CROSSTALK by E.R. Cross 
Deco Table Questions and Cetacea Quandary 


40 GOIN’ Pro by Bill Harrigan 
Where You Go Once You’ve Gone Pro 


42 ENVIRONMENT by Jean-Michel Cousteau 
Sharks—The Jaws of Life 


47 SPECIALTIES by Ty Sawyer 
Know Thy Gear 


51  DIVER’S LIBRARY by Heather Brown 
y 


129 ‘TIME CAPSULES by Tamara Collins 
Skin Diver’s Nuggets of Yesteryear 


130 I LEARNED by Steven W. Singer a mM O re 
Kayak Dive from Hell S p O rty S h O rty 


DIRECTORIES 


100 Internet Directory 

104. U.S. Dive Store Directory 

114 Advertiser Directory/Reader Service Information 
116 Overseas Divers’ Directory 





www.skin-diver.com 
© Copyright 1999 by PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY, L.L.C., All rights reserved. PRINTED IN THE USA 





CONTRIBUTORS 


JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU, the eldest son 
of the late Jacques Cousteau, explored the 
world’s oceans with his family aboard the 
research vessels Calypso and Alcyone. He is 
now a spokesman for the environment, 
reaching out to the public as an author, 
lecturer and television/multi-media pro- 
ducer. In 1997, Jean-Michel launched the 
Jean-Michel Cousteau Institute, a non- 
profit institute dedicated to uniting the 
world in a global effort to halt marine 
devastation. In this issue, Jean-Michel 
writes about Sharks—The Jaws of Life in 
his monthly Environment column. 
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Magical dives with bottlenose dolphins in the 
open ocean. Heart pounding dives observing sharks 
being hand-fed at Shark Junction. You'll never forget 
your dive on Theo’s Wreck, an intact 230' freighter 
resting in 100 feet of water. Sparkling white sand 
beaches, restaurants, casinos and shopping. 
Fabulous photo and video opportunities. 
. With over 30 years of experience and just 30 

KEN Kurtis, author of the new Skin A - _/ minutes from Miami, we offer an unbeatable dive 
Diver series, How to Buy a..., has been a f ‘\ vacation experience. And, if for any reason you 
NAUI Instructor since 1980 and the co- : _ ¢ are unable to dive, we will gladly refund the 
owner of Reef Seekers Dive Co. in Beverly , ¥ ) __ ) cost of the dives.’ 
Hills, California, since 1988. Ken serves as Dative Lhe adventure can be yours with 20 mf 
a Dive Team Leader at the Long Beach ee eee = S—shotel and dive packages starting at 9 ) 
Aquarium of the Pacific, and is chairman | © RESERVATIONS AND INFORMATION TOLL-FREE THROUGHOUT THE U.S. ’ 


of Chamber Day, an annual benefit for the a — 800-992-DIVEG4s3) 
Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber. When he’s ~ 954-351-9889 . 
not diving, Ken maintains his career as an 7 . ) Weil w uneeo eat 
actor. A few years back, Ken got to go ona serge : ; 

dive to 3,500 feet in the Alvin submersible 

to observe earthquake faults for the PBS 

documentary, Alvin & the Earthquakes, 

which he hosted and produced. * 


* Refunds are for dive trips only, and do not include airfare, 
hotel, meais, or other expenses. 


Effective: December 15th, 1998 
thru December 15th, 1999 ns 
Photography by Walt Stearns. v4 . 
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Ken Kurtis. 














or most of us in North America, winter is over, and sum- 
mer is just around the corner. For divers, it’s more that the 


cold water and winds are about over, and those hot, still 





days when the diving is best are coming up. While some 
of us are way ahead and have been in the water since the ice first 
melted (or before), most of us just haven’t been that motivated, yet. 

When was the last time you looked at your dive gear? When was 
the last time you said, “I’m going diving...wanna go?” Hopefully, 
you got a great trip in somewhere during the cold season, to some- 
place warm and balmy (or at least to a place where the water was- 
n't solid). If you didn’t, however, the chances are that inertia, unnoticed, may 
have set in and is taking its toll. In physics (or at least in the science fiction books 
where I do most of my reading about physics these days), there is the concept 
that the universe and everything in it is constantly striving toward entropy, the 
state of final dissolution. I think that motivation—even the motivation to do 
something as marvelous as diving—conforms to that principle, as well. 

After all, it is far simpler to not go out to the garage and dust off the dive bag, 
to not take our gear down to the dive store for its annual check-up, to not pick up 
the phone and call a dive buddy 
and plan to go diving. And, if 


It’s About Th at TI me we're still lugging around waist 
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number two from all that stuff 
we ate during the holidays, it’s 
certainly less trouble to not go work on our own fitness, either. 

Yet, with a moment’s thought, it is so easy to remember that last great dive, 
when the busy, demanding world floated away on a stream of sparkling bubbles, 
and the peacefulness of Mother Nature’s most amazing creation, the underwater 
realm, gently took our spirits and enfused them with a sense of what can only be 
described as “aahh...”. And then, that moment of magic when some remarkable 
creature we had never seen before swam up, peered into our masks, unafraid, 
and regarded us, curiously, as another resident of its liquid domain, making us 
feel welcome, accepted and somehow, like we also had every right to be there; all 
this occurring in the instant its bright eyes met ours. 

For me, that’s about all it takes to remember why diving has always seemed 
the most incredible thing I’ve ever experienced, and why every time I slip 
beneath the surface I immediately ask myself (again): “Why aren't you finding 
a way to do this every day?” 

So, if you will excuse me, I’ve got some stuff to do out in the garage. »# 


AL HORNSBY, EDITORIAL DIRECTOR 
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PRINCETON TEC LIGHTS THE 


SHOCKWAVE ‘cower 


SPECIFICATIONS 


12 Watts 

BC Alkaline 
Reflector Focused Wide Beam 
Bum Time 4-5 Hrs. 

Depth Rating | 1000 ft. 


Available in: Neon Yellow, Neon Green, Black, Blue 


Power 
Batteries 


THE EVOLUTION OF PRIMARY LIGHTING 
Until now primary lighting 
has remained unchanged for 
approximately 12 years. 
The radical design of the new 
C-cell SHOCKWAVE & MINIWAVE 
provide maximum light 
output while eliminating 
nearly half the size and 
weight of competing 
4 & 8 D-cell primary 
lights of the past. 
CATCH THE \WAWE. 


HALOGEN 


MINIWAVE ‘cower 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Power 6.6 Watts 

Batteries 4C Alkaline 
Reflector Focused Wide Beam 
Burn Time 4-5 Hys. 

Depth Rating | 1500 ft. 


Available in: Neon Yellow, Neon Green, Black, Blue 


mO EVEREST 


Photos By: S. FRINI 
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: \\\) 
Www.ptsportlights-©° LIFETIME WARRANTY MADE IN 
PO Box 8057 Trenton, NJ 08650 Phone: 609-298-9331 Fax: 609-298-9601 


Central 








skin Divers 


Before you buy or upgrade your equipment: 


FREE ADVICE 


to a Central Certified Scuba Diver before you waste your time and money. 


Whether you're a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk : 


FREE CATALOG 


Catalog Listing of Recommended Name-Brand Equipment, 


Just call, Toll-Free, and ask for the Central Skin Divers { 


with no obligation to buy anything, now or ever. 


Callnow: 1 - SOQ -53 -SCUB 


FOR AN APPOINTMENT TO VISIT THE SHOWROOM IN NEW YORK CITY, CALL: (212) 36 2 - 7450 j 
iE aH 
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Project Seahorse 


ivers and photographers fortunate enough to see a 
seahorse during a dive know the feeling of discov- 
ery and wonder that comes with interacting with 
these graceful, yet hard to find sea creatures. A 
recent international initiative, Project Seahorse, was intro- 
duced to help protect the world’s seahorse population. 


Researchers have reported that 
more than 20 million seahorses are 
taken from their habitats around the 
world each year. These animals are 
typically used for medicinal purpos- 
es and in the pet and souvenir trades. 
McGill recently gathered aquarium 
professionals and researchers from 
13 countries at the Shedd Aquarium 
in Chicago to discuss the problem. 

Debra Kerr Fassnacht, senior vice 
president at Shedd Aquarium, says 
Project Seahorse is being widely 
embraced. The aquarium recently 
opened a new exhibit titled, “Sea- 
horse Symphony.” 

Internationally, Project Seahorse 
will involve the implementation of 
community-based initiatives in the 
Phillipines and Vietnam. In the 
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see a seahorse lately? 


Been lucky enough to 
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Philippines, the group has helped set up marine preserves 
that allow local seahorse populations to grow, while in 
Vietnam, its Institute of Oceanography will help develop 
small-scale seahorse farms. The goal is to help seahorse 
fishers become seahorse farmers, reducing the need for 
wild seahorse fishing. = 
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SPRING DUNK FOR JUNK 


County, New Jersey. 


8719; e-mail mtldetman@hotmail. 
com. = 


U/W TREASURE EGG 
HUNT 

The Anderson Divers Asso- 
ciation will lead its fourth annual 
Underwater Treasure Egg Hunt 
May 15 at South Cove County 


Park, Lake Keowee, South Caro- . 


Mar-Vel Dive Club will present , lina. In addition to the treasure ? 


its first Spring dunk for Junk May : hunt, there will be putt-putt golf, 


8 in Greenwich Lake, Gloucester _ horseshoes, and volleyball. 


All proceeds for this charity 
For information, call (609) 962- . Will go to the Multiple Sclerosis 
: Society. Supporters and sponsors 


: will receive special recognition. 


For information, call Ben 


 Cothran at (864) 231-8512 or Bill 
- Routh at (864) 638-3696. 


_ SEASPACE ’99 


Seaspace 99 will be held May 


. 14 to 16 at the Hyatt Regency 


Hotel, Houston, Texas. It will fea- 
ture seminars, workshops, a party 


: with prize giveaways, more than 
- 150 exhibitors, and U/W film pre- 


sentations. Workshops will in- 


: clude a presentation on Technical 
: Diving by Jim Bowden, holder of 
: the world’s record deepest scuba 
dive (925 feet), and a presenta- 
: tion on the Elements of U/W 
7 Photography by Ernest Brooks Ill. 
The Film Festival will highlight 
; the works of cinematographer 
; John McKenney and others. 


For information, call (713) 






Sylvia Earle, 
one of the 
ocean's greatest 
ambassadors. 


Going Deep! 


o diving enthusiasts and 
those involved in the mar- 
ine environment, Dr. Sylvia 
Earle needs no introduc- 
tion. Appropriately known as the 
“Ocean’s Most Prolific Am- 
bassador,’ Earle’s continuing 
efforts to help us all “Sea Change” 
have been well-documented. But 
her latest project goes deeper— 
much deeper! 

Starting this spring, as part of her role as leader of the 
National Geographic Society’s Sustainable Seas Expedition 
(SSE) program, Dr. Earle will pilot a specially-designed one- 
person submarine (the NEWTSUB Deepworker 2000) into 
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Sink Your Teeth Into This! 





his fall, you have the chance to meet some sharks up 
close and personal. Certified divers (age 18 or older) 
can join staff from Boston’s New England Aquarium 
on a unique educational adventure in The Bahamas. 
This expedition, which runs October 8 through 17, com- 
bines shark research and fish collecting in the northern- 
most tip of The Bahamas. 

The first four days are spent with Dr. Erich Ritter, princi- 
pal shark researcher at Walker’s Cay, and Wes Pratt, NOAA 
scientist. During this part of the trip you can participate in 
shark tagging and tracking. Participants then climb aboard 











each of the National Marine 
Sanctuaries scattered around 
the country. School children 
and adults will be able to fol- 
low these missions on the 
Internet and interact with her. 

SSE’s main purpose is to 
document systematically for 
the first time the different 
types of life forms that live in 
the 12 marine sanctuaries. 
This will provide a baseline to 
determine which of the differ- 
ent life forms are in danger and whether their populations 
are growing or declining. 

For more information on the Sustainable Seas Ex- 
peditions, visit the website at www.nationalgeographic. 
com/seas. = 





photo/Kip Evans 
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the RV Coral Reef II live- 
aboard for five days of excit- 
ing shark encounters. There 
youll be able to assist 
aquarium personnel pre- 
paring an actual shark feed. BEMNiimcasirh 
It’s the perfect opportunity photo/Al Hornsby 
to learn what it’s like to work at an aquarium while at the 
same time logging some once-in-a-lifetime dives. 

For more information, contact Holly Martel Bourbon at 
(617) 973-5248, > 


Awaiting your 
arrival in The 
Bahamas—the 
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467-6675 or visit the website at . 


wwWw.seaspace.ycg.org. “= 


quatics have teamed up and scheduled 
four dive trips for 1999: June 9 to 12; 


September 25 to 28; and December 8 to | 
11. Each multi-day trip will visit : 


California’s Channel Islands on the dive 
boat Peace out of Ventura Harbor. Each 
trip will feature slide shows, clinics, 
workshops, and use of DUI drysuits, BCs 
and other equipment. Sea & Sea photo- 


graphic equipment will also be available. - 
For information, visit Optiquatics : 
| website at www. optiquatics.com, call : 
~ Joe Wysocki at (310) 457-3403; e-mail 
: Optiquatic@aol.com. = 
The DUI Owner's Group and Opti- 
_ TRAVEL AND DIVE MEDICINE 
- WORKSHOP | 
Co-sponsored by TMVC of Australia 
and UAB School of Medicine, this fully : 
accredited CME course provides contin- : 
| uing education credits for physicians, 7 
7 pharmacists, nurses, and veterinary | 
| healthcare professionals. The course | 
: will take place July 31 to August 14 in : 


Cairns, Australia. Participants will : 
spend eight days in the Great Barrier , 
3 Light & Motion video housings and 
For information, call (800) 633-4734, 
| e-mail nature@ietravel.com, or visit the 2 
| accommodations, meals, diving, tax, 


Reef area and in Tropical Queensland. 


- website at www.ietravel.com or www. 
- eme.erep.uab.edu. = 


Light & Motion is sponsoring a trip 


aboard the live-aboard Naja August 3 to 7 


9 in Tonga. Light & Motion CEO Mike 
Topolovac will lead guests through 
informal evening seminars. He will also 


lead video shooting trips of Tonga’s 
famous humpback whales. Free use of 


accessories will be included in the trip. 
Price is $2,900, which includes 


3 and transfers. Airfare is additional. 


For information, contact Light & 


- Motion, Inc., at (831) 645-1525. >3> 


If you have a dive related event 
you would like to see included in 
our Calender section, please 
send information via e-mail to 
sawyert@petersenpub.com or fax 
(323) 782-2121. 
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AYcyAER a aU | 5 days/4 nights/3 day diving 
“521 


*585 
‘661 


*732 


Casa Del Mar Resort & Beach Club 


Best value in Cozumel — recently renovated 


La Ceiba Hotel 


Cozumel’s original dive hotel 


Plaza Las Glorias 


Premier hotel within walking distance of town 


vwanmisl fey Jet a! HSE Rnawsseal 
Pi esiaenié intercon WAlCine Wc 
Cozumel’s finest on the beach 


Reef Club (all-inclusive) 
Relaxing beach front resort 


Allegro Resort Cozumel (all-inclusive) 
Five-star resort minutes from the best dive sites 


*795 
*845 


Vacations include nonstop round-trip airfare, hotel accommodations, 
diving, room taxes, round-trip airport transfers, and more. 


NEW NONSTOP SERVICE CLEVELAND TO CANCUN & NEW YORK/NEWARK TO COZUMEL 


For reservations call 1-800-634-5555 


Press prompt 6 then 2 
www.coolvacations.com 


Contmental Airlines 


a Ferg AATOY KS 
Work Hard. 


Fly Right. 


RATE RESTRICTIONS: Rates are per person, double occupancy, and may be restricted to specific flights, dates, days 
of travel, hotels and room categories. Rates are based on travel from Houston Intercontinental Airport. Rates and taxes 
are subject to change without notice. AVAILABILITY IS LIMITED. Rates are valid for travel 4/17/99-6/30/99 and for 
booking 3/15/99-6/9/99. Mexico rates do not include U.S. Arrival/Departure Taxes, Mexico International Airport 
Departure Tax, Immigration and APHIS Fees of approximately $50 (USD) per person. Blackout dates and other 
restrictions may apply. Gratuities require direct payment by passenger. Tours operated by ACV Tours, Inc. 





Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 
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Career Development Center 


-_ 


o Money + 
International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available Back Guarantee 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC For INTL call 561-562-8338 
416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 Fe 4 oO oa y fe ow re 6 8 > 


E-mail: EASE@deepsix. com 
WEB page: http://www.deepsix.com FAX 561-562-3028 A 
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Our New Danctudry Presewation A\veas. 


AX cure Sor the common dive. 


It took a strong dose of protection to create some of the best dive sites in the world. 

Take the Florida Keys new Sanctuary Preservation Areas. While regular dive sites allow 
anchoring, fishing, spearfishing, shell collecting and the removal of any marine life, that’s 
all prohibited here. Which means you'll see more species of fish, more spectacular corals and 
a greater variety of sea life than ever before. For information, call 1-800-FLA-KEYS. 
And you'll feel even better about diving in the Keys. 


THE ELORIDA KEYS G KEY West 


(ONZE eee asia QTE® 


www. fla-keys.com 










A little pinch between 
the tooth and gum.... 
For the brood of 
yellowhead jawfish 
(Opistognathus 
auritrons), lite begins 
in the protected envi- 
rons of dad’s mouth. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HORNSBY 


n the Caribbean, after the gran- 
deur of a dramatic wall dive, 
there’s that shallow water part of 
your multi-level profile, or your 
safety stop. To some, this may seem 


: like a necessary—but boring—part of 


the dive, but guess what? It doesn’t 
have to be. 

On many Caribbean 
reefs, the top of the wall 
is at the edge of a sand 
flat. Bloody Bay Wall in 
Little Cayman is a perfect 
example. Along the de- 
marcation between the 
wall’s living coral and the 
sand, there is usually a 
band of crushed coral. If 
you find yourself in an 
area like this, at depths 
between 10 and just 
more than 100 feet, with 
a little bit of looking 
youre likely to find a very 
interesting fish—the yel- 
lowhead jawfish (Opisto- 
gnathus aurifrons). Typi- 
cally living in colonies, 
these industrious little fish, only about 
four inches long, will be seen hovering 
upright, just above or partially out of 
a burrow. 

The lip of the burrow will be sur- 
rounded by a small crater, and if you 
could look deep inside, 
youd see it has been careful- 
ly constructed and immacu- 
lately maintained. Extend- 
ing for 12 to 14 inches 
downward, it will have an 
enlarged chamber at the 
end. Not only carefully dug, 
it will also have bits of coral and rock 
meticulously wedged into the walls, 
keeping sand from seeping in. 

If you lie down on the bottom 


WHERE TO 
FIND THEM 


Sand and coral rubble 
in depths from 10 to 
100 feet, from south 
Florida through the 
Caribbean. 





(carefully) and slowly inch toward the 
little jawfish, it will gradually become 
accustomed to you and allow you to 
observe. If you are quiet and still, you 
may see feeding behavior, as the fish 
hovers above the burrow picking 
small zooplankton out of the current. 
If another fish approaches, you may 
also see threatening behavior. 
Extremely territorial, the male will 
flare his fins and gill covers at an 
intruder, and threaten to bite (which 
he probably never actually does). If 
the danger seems too extreme, he'll 
zip into the burrow—tail first. 

If you are lucky, you may witness 

courtship behavior, as a male tries to 
entice a female into sharing his bur- 
row by swimming rapidly about, arch- 
ing his back, with his fins spread 
toward her. And, if you are very fortu- 
nate and get close enough to make out 
the smallest detail, you may see the 
result of a successful courtship—after 
mating, the male, one of the sea’s most 
dutiful fathers, carries the entire incu- 
bating batch of eggs in his mouth 
until they hatch. Pausing from his 
guardianship only long enough to eat 
occasionally, he will carefully deposit 
the eggs deep in the burrow, grab a 
quick snack, then gently pick them all 
back up, one by one, keeping them 
safe and protected in his mighty— 
though tiny—jaws. 
- So, next time you're 
| diving in the Caribbean, 
anywhere from Florida 
and The Bahamas to 
Barbados and Venezuela, 
find a_rubble-covered 
~ sand flat and slow down 
for a close look. You're likely to be 
rewarded by the discovery of one of 
nature’s splendid, small creatures— 
the yellowhead jawfish. = 
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Coyotes aside, its a safe bet that if you owna like air conditioning, power windows and locks, 
Jeep Cherokee Sport you'll sleep tight. After all, its | and Remote Keyless Entry—all at no extra charge. 
a 4x4 equipped with an affordable price. And just All of which makes Jeep Cherokee Sport a 
about everything else one could want or need in a 4x4. gutsy four-wheel drive sport utility vehicle with 

For starters, Cherokee Sport comes witha Power the ability to plow through just about everything, 
Tech I-6 engine to get you up some pretty rugged except your savings account. For more information, 
mountains. Then there’s its available Selec-Trac’ just call 1-800-925-JEEP or visit www.jeep.com. 


full-time four-wheel drive to see you over most any 


patch of terrain—no matter how rough and tumble. Jeep 


A Quadra-Link” front suspension to carry you over 
roots and rocks confidently. And, of course, extras Te eS: On LY. ONE 


Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 














It you fracture 

a rib, the sharp 
edge of the 
broken rib can 
perforate the 
lung and cause a 
pneumothorax. 
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Questions About Injuries 


By Freo Bove, M.D., PH.D. 


ost of us have broken a bone or 
two, and when the fracture is 
healed, think nothing of getting 
back to diving. Although most 
injuries will not impair future diving, 
those described below are serious 
enough to warrant a question re- 
garding return to diving after recovery. 


Traumatic Pneumothorax 
QUESTION: I recently had a bicycle 
accident that resulted in several frac- 
tured ribs and a pneumothorax. The 
pneumothorax was completely re- 
solved two months later. No other 


: abnormalities were found. Can I 
return to diving? 


ANSWER: If you fracture a rib, the 


_ sharp edge of the broken rib can per- 
_ forate the lung and cause a pneumoth- 
_ orax. The fact that the CT scan showed 
no blebs (other weak areas) suggests 
that you do not have a congenital 
_ problem and would not be likely to 
_ have a recurrence. With two years of 
_ no recurrence, your risk of getting 
- another pneumothorax is very small. I 
- suggest that you have a consultation 
_ from a pulmonary physician familiar 
_ with diving who can review your case 
' prior to your return to diving. 


Herniated Cervical Disk from 


, Auto Accident 


QUESTION: I am a 48 year old male, 


: who has been scuba diving for 15 
_ years, with 180 estimated dives. I had 
- an auto accident resulting in a herni- 
~ ated disk in my neck. Symptoms 
_ included numbness, tingling, and 
_ moderate weakness. I had physical 
. therapy, anti-inflammatory drugs and 
two injections into the intervertebral 
_ space. I no longer have any tingling or 
- numbness, and my strength, while still 
' slightly reduced on the right side, is 


within 90 to 95 percent of my left. Is 
this a condition that will restrict or 
eliminate me from scuba diving? 

ANSwerR: If your cervical disks are 
now healed, and the residual neuro- 
logic abnormality is minimal or 
absent, there is little likelihood that 
diving will cause any problem. You 
can aggravate the disk by lifting heavy 
objects, but diving per-se will not 
cause a problem. You should be fully 
aware of your neurologic findings so 
you can provide this information if 
there is concern for a diving related 
injury. Decompression sickness can 
cause this type of neurologic problem, 
and the clinical exam can be quite 
similar to the findings of a herniated 
cervical disk. If you know what your 
current exam shows, comparisons can 
be made when needed. It is possible to 
return to diving after this type of 
injury. Avoid severe strain on your 
neck by heavy lifting. 


Facial Fracture from Boxing 

QUESTION: While sparring with a col- 
league at a boxing gym, I was hit on the 
left side of my face and suffered a frac- 
tured cheek bone. A CT scan showed 
that I had air around my eye and a frac- 
ture of the wall of the eye socket (orbit) 
with an air leak from my sinuses. The 
pain cleared in a few days and the frac- 
tures healed in about two months. I no 
longer have pain in the eye, and it 
appears the air leak has healed. Is it 
possible to return to diving? 

ANSWER: There are several concerns. 
First, when fluid from the sinuses is 
forced into the orbit, there is a risk for 
infection since the sinuses are not 
sterile. You should discuss the use of 
antibiotics if the leak recurs. Second, 
you should not dive if there is any risk 
of forcing air into the orbit again. This 








could easily occur while trying to clear 
your ears and would have devastating 
effects on ascent. Remember that the 


air in the orbit will follow Boyle’s law nd Wreams | 


and expand on ascent. If air were in TRAVEL 


the orbit at the beginning of ascent, 
you could sustain serious injury to the 
eye as the air expanded. This same 
concern applies to flying, where pres- 


sure is reduced on ascent. Air in the Is Your Island Dream? 


orbit will expand at altitude and cause 

severe pain and possible injury to the OREN Be 
eye. You must have a well-healed bony 
partition between the orbit and the 









If air were in the 
orbit [eye socket] 
at the beginning 
of ascent, you 
could sustain 
serious injury 

to the eye as the 
air expanded. 


sinuses, and demonstrate that no air 
enters the orbit when you increase 
pressure in your nose or sinuses. If any 
leak persists, you should not dive. 


Bill Beard’s Diving Safaris yale ollar ‘Condé in sag, 
Packages from $567 Ai}  * Plaza R if 


Costa RICA ~ BONAIRE 


4 nights/3: days. diving from. $449 
7 nights/5-days diving from $779 


WeyViae 


“aaa : _ Pi 7 Teopica Beach=Rest 
Dive all three Belize Atolls ™ Ae 7.dnts/6 days.diving 
7 night cruise from $1410 - oan from $61.6: 


BELIZE 


COZUMEL, CAYMAN, BELIZE, BONAIRE, HONDURAS, 
Turks & Caicos, CosTA Rica, Ful, AUSTRALIA, INDONESIA, 
These injuries were extensive, but the MALAYSIA, MALDIVES, SOLOMONS,AND BEYOND... 


individuals recovered and were well Continental BW. capore pees, WF Alri @émalayslg & 20 new zeaarn 
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diving. Each of the injuries has a specif- 
ic problem with diving—the pneumotho- 
rax because of concern for another 
pneumothorax while diving; the neck 
injury due to aggravation by lifting and 
confusion with decompression sickness; 
and the facial injury because of concern 
for air leaking around the eye and infec- 
tion. Healing of these injuries may take 


up to a year, and diving should be . 

avoided until all concern about fracture Call us toll free & save S00- 346- 6] ] 6 
healing is resolved. When healing is Phone: 713-973-9300 © Fax: 713-973-8585 
complete and structural integrity of E-mail: info@islandream.com ® http://www.islandream.com 


; ; posi 
bones and tissues is restored, then div “Serving ee ee Since 1987” 
ing can be considered. ** 
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Diving from a 
boat is a great 
way to get to the 
far away places 
without having 
to take long 
swims...or walk 
long distances... 
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n my last article we explored a 
new diver’s unique opportunities 
to experience diving “firsts.” This 
time I'll provide tips and practices 
that can enable new divers to enjoy 
their first boat dive to the fullest. 
Boat diving is a broad category of 
potential activity. It spans diving plat- 
forms from the smallest 10 foot inflat- 
able to luxury live-aboard yachts in 
excess of 100 feet. In each variation 
there are many tips and practices that 
contribute to successful and more 
enjoyable excursions, but this article 





: will concentrate on those that will 


apply to any vessel. 
If diving in U.S. waters, be sure 
to check that the boat you char- 
® ter is licensed by the U.S. Coast 
Guard and is fully equipped with the 
required safety equipment, as well as 
adequate diver support and additional 
safety equipment. While this may 
seem unnecessary, realize that U.S. 








oat Dive 


By JED LIVINGSTON 


photo/Al Hornsby 


Coast Guard regulations do not 
extend to all the recommended diver 
support and safety equipment. For 
example, it has become a standard 
diving community practice to carry 
emergency oxygen but not all charter 
operators comply. 

Plan to arrive early—at least 
one-half hour before depar- 
q ture. Allow for the unexpected 
when traveling to the boat to avoid 
being left standing in the parking lot 
with all of your gear, watching your 
dive partners wave goodbye from the 
stern of the boat. Rest assured they'll 
probably never let you live it down. 
An important consideration is 
your dive bag. Make sure it is 
large enough to hold all of your 
gear (not including the scuba cylinder) 
and has a large opening so it is easy to 
get stuff into and out of the bag. It 
should also be easy to transport from 
the car to the boat so you avoid repeat- 














ed trips back and forth. If it has wet and 
dry sections, that’s even better, although 
many divers prefer to bring a separate 
day pack or small bag for dry articles. 
When packing your gear, pack 
in the reverse of the order you 
@ will need it, i.e., the last thing 
youll don before jumping into the 
water is your fins, so put them in the 
bag first and so on. 

Once the boat arrives at the 
dive location listen carefully to 
the dive briefing and ask ques- 
tions of the captain and divemaster. 
Their knowledge and experience is 
extremely valuable. It is also important 
to note the general direction of any 
current and mentally list the indicators 
of current direction, e.g., kelp, sea 
grasses, boats at anchor, etc. Mentally 
cataloging these can be useful when 
there is a shift in current direction dur- 
ing the dive, because you can adjust 
your dive plan accordingly. Many 
divers have had exhausting swims back 
to the boat because they didn’t tune 
their awareness to the level needed and 
maintain it throughout the dive. 








When gearing up for the dive 
help your buddy and use his or 
her help to make the process 
easier. Be aware of others as they gear 
up so you don't get hit by swinging 
weightbelts or tanks. Be careful with 
your own equipment. Don't hit others 
with it, and don't leave it laying on the 
deck for others to trip over. 
If you haven't checked in a while 
or if you're wearing a different 
equipment setup, thicker or 
thinner wetsuit, or steel versus alu- 
minum cylinder, do a buoyancy check 
near the swim step or boarding ladder. 
This way you know you are wearing the 
right amount of ballast before the dive. 
Charter operations are interested in 
your having an enjoyable experience. If 
youre unsure about something, ask 
first. Ask any question that comes to 
mind about the dive location, the boat 
operation, galley rules and the like. The 
old adage, “There are no dumb ques- 
tions, just dumb mistakes,” certainly 
applies at sea. The crews are usually 
keen to share their stories and answer 
your questions so that you'll come back 
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Ask any question 
that comes to 
mind about the 
dive location, the 
boat operation, 


galley rules and 
the like. 


next time you want to go diving. 
Diving from a boai is a great way to 
get to the far away places without hav- 
ing to take long swims, enter through 
surf, or walk long distances on the 
beach or rocky shorelines. Like other 
methods of getting to the dive site and 
the dive itself, a healthy dose of com- 
mon sense, training, and responsible 
diving practices can assure a safer and 
more enjoyable day of diving. = 
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The Aladin Air X O> 
continues the evolution 


of SCR diving. 


Experience the ultimate in semi closed 
rebreather (SCR) diving adventure, with the 
Uwatec Aladin Air X O, and Oxy?2. 

The Air X O, interprets the data from the Oxy2 
sender unit which includes two dual oxygen 
sensors placed into the gas flow of the rebreather’s 
inhalation hose. The Air X QO, calculates the 
rebreather diver’s workload to determine the 
oxygen metabolism. This data is then used to adapt 
the calculations for both oxygen toxicity and 
nitrogen diffusion. 

When you dive with an SCR and an Air X O,, you 
will know your exact decompression, CNS Clock 
Status, Oxygen fractions and PO, on line and in 
real time. 

Not only is the risk of hypoxia significantly 
reduced, but with the necessary precautions the 
efficiency of the rebreather can be increased to 
give longer dive times and more adventure. 

To take an evolutionary step forward with the 
Aladin Air X O, and Oxy2, see your nearest Uwatec 
dealer today. www.uwatec.com 
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Air X QO) The Aladin Air X O2 can be used with the Oxy?2, nitrox or air transmitters. The Air X Q2 has most of the features of the Aladin Air X Nitrox. (except for the dive planner) plus 
the following additional features: * Oxygen percentage (with Oxy2): 0 - 99% O» in 1% increments + O percentage (manual): 21-99% Oz » Oxygen partial pressure: 0 - 2.5bar (ATA) O7 
* Resolution for PO: 0.01 bar * Adjustable warning for PO2 with Oxy2 (DataTalk) * Warning for low oxygen percentage (< 19% © ) * Automatic premix detection for rebreather’s with 
Oxy2 * Caution mode for Oxy2 dual sensor configuration » Emergency mode (calculations with premix in event of Oxy2 malfunction) » Consideration of workload for rebreathers with Oxy2 
+ Adjustable sensitivity for workload detection with Oxy2 (DataTalk) * Warning for high workload with Oxy2 * Adjustable "reset to air" from | hour to "no switch-back" (DataTalk) * Oxygen 
percentage and PO, available in profile data (DataTrak) OXY¥2 * Auto Turn On/Off « maximum depth 165ft * Maximum altitude: 13,000ft » Exchangeable adaptors for different rebreathers 
* Adaptor for O calibration (optional) * Offline measurement possible (display) * Wireless data transmission to Air X O. * 2 dual (redundant) O, sensors » QO percentage: 0 -100% O 
* O» partial pressure: 0-2.5bar (ATA) O, * Resolution: 0.1% O * Linearity: < 3% »* Accuracy +4% relative + Selftest at startup * Online O, sensor check * Malfunction information * Request 
for recalibration of O2 sensors if necessary * O, sensor lifetime: approx. | year * O2 sensor remaining capacity * Battery lifetime: min. 3 years @ 100 dives/year » Battery remaining capacity 


UWATEC USA INC. by SCUBAPRO, Scubapro Americas (USA/Canada/Latin America): 1 166-A Feslar Street, El Cajon, CA 92020 
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Coral Costa Caribe 
Beach Hotel © Sea Pro 


_ Dolio offers 4 restaurants, 5 bars, watersports, & 


es all levels of PADI/SSI certifications. 


| Unique modern PADI facilities built as native 
_ fishermen village, right on the beach with 
_ private pier to enjoy the island’s best caves, 


_ inclusive packages. 








Nature and comfort 
combine to offer a 
refreshingly new and 
different dive vacation 
experience. 


Luxury, all-inclusive beach front hotel in Juan 


activities. Enjoy diving reefs, walls and wrecks 
with Sea Pro. Special excursions to Catalina 
Island and La Caleta. Our professional staff teach- 


1-800-359-0747 U.S. © Fax 212-749-6172 
E-mail: godive@divesafaris.com 


All-inclusive 7 night 
packages start 


as low as $650! 


Don Juan Beach Resort 
& Treasure Divers 


wrecks, canyons and reefs. Next to La Caleta 
National Under-water Park. Tour historic 
Santo Domingo and call for our great all- 


The= 
1-800-820-1631 © fax 954-351-9740 
hecp://www.caei.com/djbr 

E-mail: djuanbch@gate.net 











‘Dominican Republéc 


Come share our treasures. 


Punta Cana Beach 
Resort © DiveCenter 


The perfect integration of a nature-lovers 
retreat, with all the comforts of a luxury resort. 
Soak up solitude, or indulge in every activity 
imaginable, including reef and fresh-water cav- 
ern dives with our Padi Dive Center, a great 
place to begin your diving experience. 


1-800-972-2139 © Fax 809-541-2286 
http://www.puntacana.com 
E-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 





E/ Porttllo Beam Resort 
& Samana Dtve Center 


Surrender to the beauty that surrounds you: 
miles of unspoiled beaches, every watersport 
imaginable, and a PADI dive center offering 
exciting wall, reef, wreck and cavern diving. 
Explore villages and waterfalls by jeep or 
horseback; all for one irresistible price. 


1-800-550-1869 ¢ Fax 809-240-6104 
http://www. prieto-tours.com /portillo/scuba 


For general information on our country call today toll-free: 
From USA 1-888-374-6361 1-888-358-9594 © 1-888-303-1336 From Canada 1-800-563-1611 
E-mail: Sectur@codetel.net.do ¢ Website: www.dominicana.com.do 

















This ts Your Brain in a Bucket 


Any Questions? 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY KARL SHREEVES 


ased on carbon 14, geological 
stratification, “best if con- 
sumed before...” labels and 
other dating stuff dating crite- 





_ ria, we know the stalactites in Mexico’s 
- underwater caves have hung there for 
- more than 10,000 years, “more than 
- 10,000 years” being the scientific term 


for “we have no idea how long, but 
we've ruled out between now and 
10,000 years ago.” Ten thousand 


: years is a long time. 


It’s the time in office for at least 


- 1,250 presidents (or 2,500 Jimmy 
: Carters). It’s 70,000 dog years. It’s a 
_ long time, approaching the interval 
| between when my ex-wife would say 
_ “Pm ready” and when we actually left 
- to go somewhere. 


So what are the odds that after 


- 10,000 years—without bumping or 
hitting it—a stalactite will let go at a 
| particular moment, such as exactly 
' when I’m swimming underneath it? 
: Pretty damn good, apparently. Good 
: thing I had my helmet on. 


So what are the odds that 
after 10,000 years...a stalactite will 
let go...exactly when I’m swimming 
underneath it? Pretty damn good, 
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When In Rome... 

Helmets, like double tanks, set tek 
divers apart from recreational divers. 
While recreational divers seldom have 
a need for helmets, you'll see tek 
wreck divers and cave divers wearing 
“brain buckets.”And, like just about 
everything in tek diving, helmets gen- 
erate debate and controversy. Those 
who advocate them do so first for 
noggin protection (an issue relating to 
falling debris or conking overhead 
objects while scootering in tight con- 
fines), and second to provide a mount 
for hands-free lighting while negotiat- 
ing a wreck, jotting data during a cave 
survey, or juggling camera and strobe 
during a night dive. 

Those who shun helmets point to 
the added drag and, when used for a 
light mount, the tendency to blind 
your buddies whenever you look their 
way. These individuals observe that 
falling objects aren’t that common (in 
many environments) and that you 
won't bang your head while scooter- 
ing if you use proper technique. 

Actually, both sides have a point; 
helmet use tends to be situational. 
Working wide open passages in caves 
(even on scooters) or in stable, intact 
wrecks, helmets seem to have more 
cons than pros, and most tek divers 
avoid them. In deteriorating wrecks or 
caves with low, tight sidemount pas- 
sages, falling objects and bonking 
your head seem inevitable, and divers 
there tend to favor helmets. The local 
dive culture often reflects these envi- 
ronmental differences: cutting edge 
Missouri divers frown on you for 
wearing a helmet, whereas if you’re 
pushing line in a Mexican sidemount 








cave, the locals think you're crazy if 
you don't. 

Personally, I wear or don’t wear my 
helmet to fit the circumstances. 
Though I usually find the local atti- 
tude accurately reflects whether to use 
a helmet in the local environment, I 
make my own decisions. After all, it’s 
my head. 


Encasing Your Cranium 
Interestingly, there are very few 
“dive helmets” presently on the mar- 
ket. So, many tekkers adapt other hel- 
mets to their own purposes. These 


...cutting edge Missouri divers frown | 


have to add or modify it. 

Mounting a light requires holes and 
hardware. (Tip: try to angle lights 
somewhat downward to reduce their 
buddy blinding potential.) Most 
divers mount small lights—the size 
that takes two or three C cell batter- 
ies—or cave/wreck light heads with 
separate (waist-mounted) battery 
packs. Normally, you can pull the 
light free for hand use and replace it 
as the need arises. Some overly opti- 
mistic divers (like me) have mounted 
surprisingly large lights directly on a 
helmet. I once bolted two UK400 


on you for wearing a helmet, 
whereas if you're pushing line in a 
Mexican sidemount cave, the locals 

think you're crazy if you don't. 


include helmets used for hockey, 
rollerblade/skateboarding, whitewater 
rafting, and bicycling. I’ve seen a diver 
try a construction hard hat (although 
it wasn’t too effective, because it didn’t 
stay put), and another who made a 
small helmet by heating, bending, and 
trimming a piece of plastic to fit his 
head contours. 

Two factors tend to dictate choice: 
purpose and availability. Divers 
mainly interested in a light platform 
choose the smallest, closest fitting 
helmet possible to minimize bulk and 
drag. Divers interested in protection 
choose something with padding and 
shock resistance, which means they 
have to put up with more bulk and 
water resistance. 

Most divers end up modifying their 
choice to some extent: If the back 
reaches close to the neck, you may 
need to trim it so you can tilt your 
head back while swimming. Padding 
may need to come out to fit over a 
wetsuit hood. You need a chin strap to 
keep the helmet on; if your choice 
doesn’t have one, or the one supplied 
doesn’t do the job adequately, you'll 


lights (each takes four D cells) to a 
helmet—lots of light but tremendous 
drag and it made me look like Mickey 
Mouse. It was so heavy that I ended 
up taking it off most of the time to 
spare my neck. In the end, I eighty- 
sixed that idea in favor of (guess 
what?) mounting a compact three C 
cell light and a light head. 

Whether you choose to bucket 
your brain or not is, ultimately, your 
choice. Appropriately, the conse- 
quences are your responsibility. 
Needless to say, no manufacturer 
warrants a helmet once you drill 
holes through it, rip out the padding, 
trim off bits, and use it in an envi- 
ronment for which it was never 
intended. Whether you choose to hel- 
met yourself, and whether your hel- 
met choice will protect you reflect 
your choices and affect your risk. 

As I said, I don’t always wear a hel- 
met when tek diving, but I weigh the 
options based on the environment 
and the dive planned. My helmet 
bears more than one scar tallying the 
times when I was glad I wore it. Like 
when the stalactite got me. = 


You're 100 feet down 
with an equipment mal- 
function. You need enoug 
air to get back to the sur- 
face. You need an alter- 
nate air source. You need [| 
Spare Air. ™ 3 

Spare Air is the preferred choice of both pro- 
fessional and sport divers for a very good rea- 
son: IT SAVES LIVES. 

Self-contained. Refillable. A total redundant 
back-up miniature SCUBA system. In case of 
emergency, Spare Air provides you with enough 
air to safely get back to the surface. Even if you 
never use Spare Air, it’s always there as your 
backup. 

The ultimate alternate air source is also the 
ultimate buddy system! It allows for minimal 
interaction with your diving buddy, has been 
oD Re\ 0 COM CME L LC are lamelv(eleh am elect lanliace m-lare| 
easier than an octopus. Spare Air is the answer in 
out-of-air emergencies. SIMPLY DEPENDABLE. 


SUBMERSIBLE 
SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self-rescue 
breathing systems.” 


18072 Gothard Street, 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Available at your local dive shop or call 


(800) 648-DIVE 
(714) 842-6566 


E-mail: submersys@aol.com 


Only those who are properly trained 
or certified should use or operate 
life support equipment 


© 1998, Submersible Systems, Inc. 
Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 





The technology supplied by Mares provides the means to approach the perfection found in nature's waters. 

FRONTIER VERA. Proof that perfection can be fashionable. A jacket that combines technology and 
elegance, designed around a woman’s body to ensure that she enjoys scuba diving in safety and 
comfort. Jacket material is 1000 denier Cordura Plus® with high-frequency welded multilayer laminated 
polyurethane. Comfort is ensured with Seft Grip padding, and integrated ballast, provides 
practical and balanced use. The Ergo inflator features a compact and ergonomic design. The unit's 
streamline plus cut offers more freedom of movement. The thumbledge shoulder harness features 
quick adjustment. With Frontier Vera, Mares has produced another technically advanced soe 
compensator that is detailed in design and appeal. Available in 


two-tone grey/black and blue/black. Underwater, man is still man. LL a res 
With Mares however, all of that seems to change. 
Mares America Corp., Shore Pointe, One Selleck Street, Norwalk, CT 06855 uaa o 
Ph (203) 855-0631, Fax (203) 866-9573 Serving North America 


e-mail: tech@maresscuba.com 























Mares Opera Mask 


It ain't over until you've seen the fat fish sing with the new 
Opera mask from Mares. This low volume, split lens mask 
features an ergonomic shape and hypo-allergenic skirt that 
reportedly adapts to any face shape, and seals perfectly to the 
skin. The Opera comes in all black or the new and elegant 
Mares exclusive “stone” finishes. Cost is $69. For information 
on your nearest Mares dealer, call (203) 874-3236 or visit the 
website at www.htmsport.com. ™ 
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Dacor ThermElle Shorty 


The ThermElle 3/2mm shorty wetsuit is 
anatomically cut for the curves and contours 
of female divers. It comes in sizes 6 to 16 in 
black/blue, black/purple, black/neon green. 
The back zip features a thumb loop for easy 
donning and doffing. Cost is $119. 

For information on your nearest Dacor 
dealer, call (847) 446-9555. = 
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Brand spankin’ new to the E 
‘ dive market, the Sea Otter § 
Sea Otter diver delivery 


Diver Delivery Vehicle 


(DDV) makes getting 


vehicle 
to hard 


to reach nearshore dive sitesa Jy 
breeze, and helps snorkelers effortlessly explore more of the blue world. | 
The package includes a tough fiberglass hull, battery, and two-speed 
motor that will tow a diver or snorkeler along the surface at speeds up to 
three mph. Cost for the basic model is $600. For information, contact Sea 
Otter Enterprises at (559) 787-2711. = 


Pelican Computer Case 


Another coup from Pelican. The new com- 
puter case applies Pelican’s famous rugged- 
ness and watertightness to an increasingly 
important piece of gear being toted by 
modern scuba divers—the laptop. The case 
features newly designed buckles, a shoulder 
strap, and compression molded foam tray 
to keep your computer safe and snug. Cost 


is $179.99 to $199.95. 

For information, call (310) 326- 
4700 or visit the website at 
www.pelican.com. 











How tr Buy a BC 


See See eedee eer eee eeoneeee ** e+ eae eeee eae Be eeeaeeeee ce e@aervee—Qreesenee#*ze /*eaeaoeeesezeenueeeszceszeeeseoe overs ezeaeaeeeee 


By KEN KurTis @ ILLUSTRATION BY KIMBERLY RICHEY 












1 
" djusean he Power’ ans 
nflator 
Shoulder traps ua 
vk ee Wraparound inflation 
if weight li: } or rear inflatun 
tegrated 





make sure weight 
modules are casy 


tv ding 
Shoder exhaust 


valye—tv actwate 
pull dawn ow 


inflator hase 


Rear inflatun— 
gow choice For 
Phtegraphers 








Cummerbund— 


should fit snugly 











Tank cradle— 
for tank stability 








Rear exhaust— 
tor head Furst 


descent 






noe coMnpensator CAW be yur buddy Tr A pan in the hy heave 
binvow-w tC. tEneAr make A die tasy and enjoyable ra chore. 
Chousing the right one requires a litte planning and thinking. 


Fo a 








Fit & Comfort 

Nothing’s worse than an ill-fitting 
BC. An inflated BC that’s too large 
wants to rise up and your body— 
because it’s weighted—wants to go 
down. A BC that’s too small feels like 
it’s squeezing the life out of you. 

There's a distinction between a 
warm water fit and a cold water fit. In 
warm water, you wear very little ther- 
mal protection so there’s no bulk to 
change the way the BC fits. For warm 
water diving, trying the BC on over 
street clothes is fine. 

For cold water diving, you won't get 
the proper fit unless you try the BC 
on with the wetsuit. 

For both warm water and cold 
water diving, you'll have to make 
some trade-offs. If you do mostly cold 
water diving, fit the BC that way, and 
when you use it in warm water, it will 
be a bit big. If you do mostly warm 
water dives, fit it that way, but realize 
the BC will seem a little snug for cold 
water dives. 


Rear Inflation vs. Wraparound 

It used to be that your only choice 
in a buoyancy compensator was a 
horsecollar. But the stabilizing jacket 
revolutionized BC design. (Although 
you can still find horsecollar BCs, 
most are designed for snorkeling.) 
Your first decision is whether you 
want a wraparound or rear inflation 
design. With the wraparound, the air 
cell encircles your body and concen- 
trates the biggest volume of air 
around your hips, which means you 
ride slightly higher out of the water. 

Rear-inflation BCs put the entire 
air cell behind you. They offer more 
freedom of arm movement and are 
good choices for photographers. 
However, because the air is behind 
you, the BC may tip you forward 
(which can be counteracted with the 
addition of a tank weight). 


Weight Integrated or Not 
Divers hate wearing weightbelts 
(thus the proliferation of weight-inte- 
grated BCs). But if you dive in cooler 
waters where you need a full wetsuit, 
you can get a hernia trying to don a 
fully laden weight integrated BC. A 
solution to this problem is finding a 


BC with easily removable weight 
pockets. This allows you to insert the 
weight pockets after you've donned 
the BC and remove the weight pock- 
ets at the end of the dive before you 
take off your BC and tank. 


Lift 

You're not trying to float a battle- 
ship. Bigger is not always better. And 
its not too hard to calculate the 
amount of lift you need. Just add 5 to 
10 pounds of lift to the amount of 


Key Areas Wn 


weight you normally wear. If you wear 
20 pounds (like a typical, male, cold 
water diver), a BC with 25 to 30 
pounds of lift should suffice. In warm 
water, where you might wear 10 
pounds or less, a BC with 15 to 20 
pounds of lift will do the job. If you'll 
use the BC for both cold and warm 
water diving, go with the greater lift. 


Exhaust Valves 

“T need more weight!” is the battle 
cry of the chronically overinflated. 
“Dump all the air out of your BC!” is 
the response given most often. Being 
able to easily vent the air from your 
BC is extremely important. 

Let’s start with the rapid exhaust 
valve on the inflator hose. This sits 
high on your shoulder. When you pull 
down on the inflator hose (at the bot- 
tom), it opens the valve at the top, 
allowing the air to vent. 

But this doesn’t work if youre 
descending head first. Since your 


shoulders are lower than your hips, the 
air in the BC won't vent from the 
shoulder dump. If you typically de- 
scend head first, you will want to look 
for a BC with a rear exhaust (found at 
the bottom of the BC). Just reach back 
and grab the rear valve (which will 
now be the highest part of the BC) and 
vent off any remaining air. Many BCs 
have exhaust valves in both places. 


Pockets 
Make sure you can get to them 


Fittung a BC 





easily. If you normally wear a wetsuit, 
access the pocket with your wetsuit 
jacket on. The angle of a zippered 
pocket will make a big difference in 
how easy it is to open and close. Velcro 
opens easier, but is not as secure. 


Material Durability 

Ask about the thread count of the 
material for the BC. The higher the 
count, the more dense the material, 
and the longer it should last. A cave 
diver scraping against walls needs a 
more durable BC than someone who's 
cruising the reefs of Bonaire. 


The Bottom Line 

Buying a BC is no small investment. 
Prices run anywhere from $200 to 
$650, more if you get into some of the 
tek models. But spending the right 
amount of money for a BC that will be 
comfortable, provide proper buoyan- 
cy, and get you adequate floatation is 


an investment well worth making. * 
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fisheye dive, photo & video 










PO Box 30076-SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (345) 945-4209 © Fax (345) 945-4208 
Reservations only: 1 (800) 887-8569 
e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky * Web: www.fisheye.com 


Fisheye, Cayman's friendliest dive shop, is the island’s 
leader in Photo/Dive services. 2 custom built boats for small 
groups, highly personalized service, computer friendly, 
extended profiles. Unrivaled one-on-one photo and video 
classes taught year round. All types of photo and video 
rentals plus fast film processing. Complete accommodation 
packages. So choose the best, dive Cayman with Fisheye. 







P.0. Box 2070 GT, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Toll Free: 1 (800) 654-3130 
e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 












INDIES DIVERS offers a highly-personalized service on two 
custom-built boats serving the North and West Walls and 
Stingray City. Quality is a standard throughout from the 12 
diver maximum policy to the illustrated dive briefings 
and hot chocolate on night dives. Full range of instruction 
available including specialty courses and Nitrox 
certification. Video services also available. 





Grand Cay 
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P.O. Box 1801 © Grand Cayman « B.W.1. 
Tel: (345) 949-2022 © Fax: (345)949-8731 
Reservations: 1-888-695-7400 
E-mail: bobsoto@candw.ky 
Web: www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 


Everybody in Cayman dives the finest walls, reefs, wrecks 
and of course, Stingray City. Everybody dives in-water 
teeming with fish and critters. Almost everybody dives from 
spacious boats loaded with “diver friendly” options. But 
NOBODY, simply nobody, dives with as much service, 
friendliness, customer satisfaction and personal 
commitment to your enjoyment as Bob Soto’s Diving. 





villas of the galleon 


PO Box 1797G, Grand Cayman, BWI 

Tel: (345) 945-4433 © fax: (345) 945-4705 
e-mail: vogcay@candw.ky 

Web: www.villasofthegalleon.com 














Villas of the Galleon Condominiums has received the top rating 
of “Excellent” by the Cayman Islands Department of Tourism for 
three years in a row. Our condos are well appointed, Daily Maid 

Service except on Sunday. All units are fully equipped, Central 
A/C, T/V, Patios or Balconies. Each unit has a view of the 
renowned Seven Mile Beach. We offer 1, 2, and 3 bedroom 
condos. Perfect vacation spot for everyone whether you are on 

your honeymoon, a family reunion, singles, groups, we have the 
right condo for you. For more information call your travel agent. 
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sunset house 
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PO Box 31473 SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (345) 947-5965 © 1 (877) RED-SAIL 
E-mail: info@redsail.com 


P.O. Box 479 GT. * Grand Cayman, BWI 
Toll Free: (877) 854-3228 « 
Tel: (345) 949-7111 © Fax: (345) 949-7101 


Web: www.redsail.com 


Diving at its best with Red Sail Sports, now with four 
exciting locations in Grand Cayman, we've got you covered. 
Visit us at the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casuarina, Marriott 
Beach Resort and Rum Point for daily dive trips to the West 
and North Walls. Enjoy custom luxury aboard our dive boats. 
Check out our scuba school courses. Accessible for 
handicapped divers. Dive packages available with our host 


E-mail : sunset@candw.ky Web: www.sunsethouse.com 


Grand Cayman's #1 Hotel For Divers By Divers. With 59 rooms, 
seven dive boats, incredible shore diving, PADI 5 Star Gold Palm 
Resort status, exceptional dive instructors and Cathy Church's 
Underwater Photo Centre, there is something for every diver to 
enjoy at Sunset House. And after a day under water, relax and 
enjoy the informal atmosphere of the ocean-side bar My Bar, or 
retreat to the Seaharvest Restaurant for a delicious meal. 


hotels and Christopher Columbus Condos on Seven Mile Beach 
and The Retreat Condos at Rum Point. 
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cayman diver 


PO Box 30067-SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (345)945 -4593 © (345)916-0750 
Fax: (345) 945-3907 
e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 
Web: www.caymandiver.ky/. 


treasure island divers 


P.0. Box 30975 Grand Cayman, BWI 
Toll Free US & Canada: (800) 872-7552 
Tel: (954) 351-8998 © Fax: (954) 351-9740 
Web: tidivers.com 
e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 


DON FOSTER, former owner of Don Fosters’s Dive Grand 
Cayman, is back in business specializing in three tank dives 
with a continental breakfast and hot lunch. Don’s new 50’ cus- 
tom dive boat is outfitted for the comfort of the diver. Don 
believes each diver deserves personal attention and limits his 
trips to eight divers max. Custom charters are available. 


Talk to our customers. and get the real story on Treasure 
Island Divers. Visit our web site at: www.tidivers.com and 
go to our “Talk to our Customers” page. We stand on our 
reputation. Unlimited dive packages year-round, great 
boats, great staff - and giving you the best service 
is what we’re all about! 
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brac caribbean 
beach village 








P.0. Box 4, Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands 
Tel: (345) 948-2265 ¢ Fax (345) 948-2206 
Toll Free (800) 791-7911 © E-mail: bracarib@candw.ky 
Web: www.brac-caribbean.com 


Escape to your own Private Paradise! Luxurious Beach 
Condominiums with Phone, A/C, Cable TV, Private Balcony, 
Swimming Pool. Full service Dive Operation on Site. Dive 
Group Packages & Meal Packages available. Captain’s Table 
Restaurant offers Fine Dining. 





aggressor fleet 


P.O. Box 1470 ¢ Morgan City, LA 70381-1470 
(U.S. & Canada) 800-348-2628 
504-385-2628 * FAX 504-384-0817 
E-mail: divboat@aol.com or divboat@ 
compuserve.com * Web: www.aggressor.com 


Eat, Sleep and Dive from a floating dive resort, Cayman 
Aggressor IV. This new 110’ live-aboard dives Grand Cayman, 
weather permitting, Little Cayman and Cayman Brac. She 
features nine staterooms with private head and shower, 
onboard computer station with e-mail, hot-tub, spacious dive 
deck, Nitrox, and photo lab. Seven-day charters include 
accommodations, airport transfers, meals, tanks and weights. 
Unlimited diving from the vessel. 
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4127 5th Avenue North « St. Petersburg, Florida 33713 
Tel: (727) 323-8727 Fax: (727) 323-8827 
USA & Canada 1-(800) 327-3835 
E-mail: bestdiving@aol.com 
Web Site: www.braclittlecom 


For sheer spectacle and excitement, Bloody Bay Wall, the 

Capt. Keith Tibbetts wreck and over 70 fabulous dive sites, 

offer unsurpassed diving. Reef Diver’s award winning dive 
operation is complimented by the resorts’ service and ameni- 
ties that keeps guests coming back year after year. Photo and 
video shop located on property. 
















P.0. Box 44, West End, 
Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, BWI 
Tel: (345) 948-1121 ¢ Fax: (345) 948-1122 
E-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 


All new luxury condominium dive resort in Cayman Brac. 
Beautiful white, sandy beach just minutes from world class 
diving. State of the Art Healthspa, Pool, Jacuzzi, Watersports, 
Scuba, Snorkeling, Fishing & Relaxing. 1,2 & 3 Bedroom Units 
for Sale or Rent. Opening Christmas, 1998. 





Grand Cayman: Cayman Brae: Little Cayman. 
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P.0.Box 2086 G, Grand Cayman. BWI 
Toll Free: 1 (800) 552-6281 
or (317) 322-9921 


Waterfront dive hotel overlooking the ocean and some of 
Cayman Islands’ most beautiful reefs. Fabulous shore diving 
and a variety of boat dives are available. Pool view and 

oceanfront studio apartments feature air-conditioning and 
kitchenettes. A restaurant, open-air bar, freshwater swimming 
pool, whirlpool, pro-dive shop are all on site. 


> Westar. 


Tel:(800)-83 DIVER 
(345) 945-5132 © Fax: (345) 945-5133 
E-mail: donfosters@cayman.org. 
Web: www.donfosters.com 


Conveniently located in George Town Harbor. Foster's 
operates 4 custom flat top dive boats & limits their number 
of divers. Dive the famous wreck of the Cali for only US 
$25.00. Full service training facility with photo center. 

2 Tank, 1-Tank and Stingray City. Night dives twice weekly 
and resort courses daily. Low cost packages, airfare and 
accommodations , free diving transfers. 
















centre & gallery 


P.0. Box 479 * Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (345) 949-7415 * Fax: (345) 949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
Web: www.cathychurch.com 


Cathy Church’s photo centre at Sunset House is the world’s 
best U/W photo centre. You'll be thrilled with your photos 
taken during a fun afternoon U/W photo course or highly 
acclaimed eight day, summer Super Course. Private instruction 
with Cathy year round. Free mini-lesson and best prices on 
Nikonos, Sea & Sea and video rentals and sales. Professional 
E-6 film processing and Nikonos repair. Visit our gallery of 
breathtaking photos at affordable prices. 
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eden rock diving centre 


Tel: (345) 949-7243 
Fax: (345) 949-0842 
E-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 


We are committed to making sure you have a great vacation! 
With friendly professional staff offering diving packages, that 
combine boat diving in small groups with unlimited shore div- 
ing, at two of Cayman's best shallow reefs. We offer PADI, 
NAUI, SSI, BS-AC certification and student referral dives. 
Nitrox is available. 


Grand Cayman- Cayman Brae - Little Cayman 








GRAND CAYMAN 
Abanks’ Watersports 
Atlantis Submarines 
Bayside Watersports 


rf Best Value Charters 
@ Black Princess Charters 


s Capt. Bryan’s 

Capt. Crosby's 

= Capt. Gleason Ebanks 

» Captain Marvin's 
Cayman Delight 
Cayman Mama 
Cayman Mermaid 
Cayman Skyriders 
Cayman Sunset 
Cayman Windsurf 
Charter Boat Hdg Ltd. 
Dallas Ebanks 
Diver's Supply 
Ernie Ebanks 
Fantasea Tours 
Frank’s Watersports 
Gleason’s Watersports 
Island Girl Charters 
Jackie's Watersports 
Jolly Rogers Cruises 
s Just Fish’n 
Kelly’s Watersports 
Kirk Sea Tours, Ltd. 
Malcolm's Watersports 
Oh Boy Charters 
F One Day at a Time 
Peacemaker Charters 
Planet Ocean 
Red Baron 
i Red Sail Sports 

=) Sailboards Caribbean 
Seaworld Explorer 
= Stingray City 
Sundancer Cruises 
The Valhalla 
Whittaker’s Sportfishing 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Capt. Edmund Bodden 
Capt. Frankie Bodden 
Capt. Lemuel Bodden 
Capt. Steve Bodden 
Shelby’s Charter Boat 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Chip McCoy’s 


(345) 945-1444 
(800) 887-8571 
(345) 949-3200 
(345) 949-1603 
(345) 949-0400 
(345) 949-0038 
(345) 945-4049 
(345) 945-2666 
(345) 945-4590 
(345) 949-8111 
(345) 916-1847 
(345) 949-8100 
(345) 945-5965 
(345) 949-3666 
(345) 947-7492 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-7621 
(345) 945-4340 
(345) 949-2182 
(345) 945-5491 
(345) 916-1502 
(345) 947-3029 
(345) 945-5791 
(345) 945-7245 
(345) 916-0113 
(345) 949-1193 
(345) 949-6986 
(345) 949-1323 
(345) 949-6341 
(345) 947-2244 
(345) 916-2478 
(345) 949-9423 
(345) 945-4744 
(877) 733-7245 
(345) 949-1068 
(345) 949-8534 
(345) 949-9200 
(345) 945-1726 
(345) 949-8988 
(345) 916-0944 


(345) 948-1228 
(345) 948-1428 
(345) 948-1314 
(345) 948-2517 
(345) 948-0535 


(345) 948-0026 


u/w photo & video 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Cathy Church 
Fisheye of Cayman 


Parrots Landing Photo 


CAYMAN BRAC 


Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 
Photo Tiara 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Ed Beaty’s Reef Photo 


To receive a FREE copy of the colorful 
74-page CAYMAN DIVER Magazine 
send the enclosed reply card or mail 


your name and addres#'te: 


(345) 949-7415 
(800) 887-8569 


(800) 448-0428 


(345) 948-1340 | 


(345) 948-1553 


(345) 948-1063 


GRAND CAYMAN 
Ambassador Divers 
Aquanauts Ltd. 

Beach Club Divers 
Bob Soto's Diving Ltd 
Capt. Marvin’s 
Cayman Aggressor III 
Cayman Diver 
Cayman Diving Lodge 
Cayman Diving School 
Cayman Glide Divers 
Cayman Marine Lab 
Celebrity Divers 

Clint Ebanks Scuba 
Dive Inn Ltd. 

Dive ’n Stuff 
Divetech 

Dive Time Pirates Inn 
Divers Down 

Don Foster’s 

Eden Rock Diving 
Fisheye of Cayman 
Indies Divers 
Neptune’s Divers 
Ocean Frontiers 

Off The Wall Divers 
Ollen Miller 

Parrots Landing 

Peter Milburn 

Quabo Dives 

Red Sail Sports 

Rivers Sport Divers 
Scuba Sensations 
Seasports 

Seaview Dive Center 
Seven Mile Watersports 
Soto’s Cruises 
Spanish Bay Reef 
Sunset Divers 

Tortuga Divers Ltd. 
Treasure Island Divers 


» CAYMAN BRAC 


Brac Aquatics Ltd. 
Dive Tiara 
Reef Divers 


LITTLE CAYMAN 
Little Cayman Diver II 
Paradise Divers 
Pirate’s Point 

Reef Divers 

Sam McCoy’s 
Southern Cross Club 


(345) 949-8839 
(888) 786-6887 
(800) 482-3483 
(888) 695-7400 
(345) 945-4590 
(800) 348-2628 
(345) 945-4593 
(800) 852-3483 
(345) 949-4729 
345) 945-2711 
345) 945-5586 
345) 949-3410 
345) 949-3873 
800) 872-7552 
345) 949-6033 
345) 949-1700 
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(345) 947-2339 
(345) 945-1611 
(800) 833-4837 
(345) 949-7243 
(800) 887-8569 
(800) 654-3130 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 


) 
) 
345) 949-6444 
800) 544-6576 
345) 945-7525 
345) 947-6606 
800) 448-0428 
345) 945-5770 
345) 945-4769 
877) 733-7245 
345) 949-1181 
800) 767-0445 
345) 949-3965 
(345) 945-0577 
(345) 949-0332 
(345) 945-4576 
(800) 482-3483 
(877) 854-3228 
(800) 748-8733 
(800) 872-7552 


(800) 544-2722 
(800) 661-3483 
(800) 327-3835 


(800) 458-2722 
(345) 948-0001 
(345) 948-1010 
(800) 327-3835 
(800) 626-0496 
(800) 899-2582 


Caymandslands 


DepartmentOl Tourism 


6100 Blue Lagoon Dr Ste. 150 
Miami. FL33126 





GRAND CAYMAN 345-949-0623, « CHICAGO’ 847-678-6446 - HOUSTON 713-461-1317 + LOS-ANGELES 213-738-1968 * MIAMI. 305-266-2300 
NEW YORK 212-682-5582 » CANADA 416-485-1550 * SPAIN. 34-93-414-0210  GERMANY/AUSTRIA/SWITZERLAND 49-69-60-320-94 
UNITED KINGDOM 44-171-491-7771 + ITALY 02-4801-2068 JAPAN 81-3-3546-1754  FRANCE/SCANDINAVIA/BENELUX 33-1-53-424136 








A reel blacktip shark 
bursts through a huge 
school of biue-stripe 
snappers during a 
shark feed off Moorea. 
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Snark Shooter 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY AL HORNSBY 


etting a “keeper” shot can be the 
result of careful planning and 
set-up, pure luck, or as is often 
the case with wildlife photogra- 


: phy, a combination of both. This par- 


ticular photo is a good example. 





I was in Moorea, where there is a 
great shark dive. I had two camera sys- 
tems with me: a Nikon RS with a 
20-35mm zoom lens and twin SB 104 
strobes; and a Nikonos V with a 15mm 
lens, also with twin SB 104s, for larger 
views. Both systems had the strobes 
mounted very wide on Technical 
Lighting Control arms to provide even 
lighting; they were aimed about 30 
degrees toward the outside of the cam- 
era to minimize backscatter, which is 
important in shark feed photography, 
with all those food particles in the 
water. As always, I also had a mild 
magenta gel over my strobes to reduce 
their slightly yellowish cast, adding a 
little color overall and creating more 
natural skin tones for the divers. Both 
cameras were loaded with Fuji Provia, 


which has excellent blues for back- 
grounds, shows nice bright color 
under flash fill and, at 100 ISO, is fast 
enough to handle the dimmer light at 
the depths—75 feet—that we would 
be working. 

I noticed the sharks were starting to 
streak through the huge school of 
blue-stripe snappers that had gathered 
around the feeder. The sharks were 
moving fast, and as they burst through, 
the fish scattered in all directions— 
there was so much raw, animal energy. 

To capture this on film, I needed 
preset focus with a maximum depth of 
field—there would be no opportunity 
to focus once I was in the middle of the 
action. This made the Nikonos and 
15mm perfect. I also wanted to cap- 
ture the movement against a natural 
blue background, so I set a slow shut- 
ter speed of 1/30th of a second (so the 
fast things would blur just a little) and 
took a light meter reading to make 
sure my background was blue, not 
black. I like to take my background 
about one f/stop underexposed, which 
will make the blues a little richer and 
the subjects lit by the strobe “pop” with 
bright color against the deeper back- 
ground. | also set my strobes on TTL, 
knowing that with things happening 
fast, the technology would be far more 
capable than me in estimating the 
proper flash output. I also knew that 
the strobes would freeze what they 
illuminated most brightly—hopefully, 
creating a sharp main subject against 
slightly speed-blurred surroundings. 

With all that done, I went into the 
school of snappers where the sharks 
were bursting through. And in just a 
little while, Wow! There I was, nose to 
nose with a reef blacktip, with just the 
briefest instant to fire off one memo- 
rable, lucky shot—a keeper. = 
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Palau's award winning PADI 

B5-Star Instructor Development 

® Center with a reputation built on 

excellent personalized service. 8 

divers maximum per boat. Nitrox. 
Camera/Video Rentals. E-6 process- 

ing. Camera rentals. Full range of 

PADI Courses. Guided Rock Island 

and overnight kayak tours. Dive Palau’s famous 
reefs, walls and WWII wrecks. Visit our website or 
contact us directly for exciting dive & hotel packages! 


E-mail: samstour@palaunet.com * www.samstours.com 


Phone: (680) 488-1062 © Fax: (680) 488-5003 


Enjoy the comfort 
and services of 

§ Palau's only World 

f Class Resort. 

i Experience the 
excitement of diving in one of 
the top seven underwater 
wonders of the world with | 
Splash, our on-site dive center. 


a», €@) palau pacific Resort 


Phone: (680) 488-2600 © Fax: (680) 488-1606 


E-mail: ppr@palaunet.com * www.panpac.com 


Six fast, custom covered boats, 
ghey equipped with camera tables, dry 
storage and freshwater showers. Underwater Photo 
Center offers photo safaris and big island adventure 
tours. SCUBAPRO rental gear and PADI courses plus 
equipment repair available through our ProShop. 
Mention this ad when booking and you'll receive a 


FREE camera rental. 


P.O. Box 129, Koror, Palau 96940 
Phone: (680) 488-1755 or 2009 
Fax: (680) 488-3014 


E-mail: necomarine@palaunet.com 


WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


1-800-794-9767 


415-289-1760 
E-mail: palau@reefrainfrst.com 
www.reefrainfrst.com 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS | 


E-mail: 
Palau@AdventureExpress.com § 
www.AdventureExpress.com ae 


Phone: 415-442-0799 
Fax: 415-442-0289 


$1399 Parau Quauity Dive Paks 
Dive SPECIAL WITH WEST PLAZA 
HOTEL. CALL For DETAILS 


1-800-GO-DIVING 


E-mail:mail@worldofdiving.com 


www.worldofdiving.com 


TRIPNIOUR 


The dive/travel expert of Palau 


1-800-348-0842 


BEST DEAL GUARANTEE 
E-mail: info@trip-n-tour.com 
Website: www.trip-n-tour.com 


Palau 


= AD Visitors Authority 


Phone: (680)488- 2793 © Fax: (680)488- 1453 
Visit our Website: http://www.visit-palau.com 


E-mail: pva@palaunet.com 


bk / 
The pioneer dive shop in F Fs 
Palau, since 1972. De a get 


i The Best Package $134 pp per 
day, incl.: 2 tank dive, accomo- 
dations (double occupancy), 
lunch and transp. Flexible 

S itinerary and wall night 
diving. Special exploration 

Strips to remote reefs. 
Complimentary Rock Island 

ee Meme tour, Jellyfish Lake and 
“Mr. Dive Palaty,” one of Chandelier Oe 


the first to explore the 
fae’. ‘n dint ees 


walls & discover the 
WWII wrecks. 
P.O. Box 142, Koror, Palau 96940 
Phone: (680) 488-2637 © Fax:(680) 488-5418 


sesearcae Sent epee: com * www.fishnfins 


Dive a region known as one of the seven underwater 

wonders of the world on the most luxurious liveaboard 

dive vessel ever. Sun Dancer I] accomodates 20 guests 

in 10 luxurious staterooms. Amenities abound with 

daily morning coffee to your room, sit down dining & 
free NITROX fills (through 1999). 

m™ Ask about our special Fall 

i Fantasy rates from July 25-Oct. 

24, 1999 starting at just $1795. 


a Phier-tfighes Ditng 


Phone: 800-9-DANCER ® (305) 669-9391 
Fax: (305) 669-9475 


E-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com * www.peterhughes.com 


Outrigger Palasia Hotel Palau 
overlooks the beautiful Rock 
Islands and outer reefs of Palau. 
The resort features 165 deluxe 
rooms and a wide range of guest 
amenities & services found at 
Outrigger Resorts throughout = 


the Pacific. OUTRIGGER’ 


HOTELS : RESORTS 
P.O. Box 1256, Koror, Palau 94940 
www.outrigger.com/dive 
E-mail: outrigger@palaunet.com 


Phone: 1-800-OUTRIGGER «¢ Fax: (680) 488-8800 


sd/ad 1999 








A humpback whale—one of | 
the oe ahah ofthe sea. | 


Most a alr pica | 


than 1,500 feet, 


submerged 
can be much 
longer than 
ten minutes. 
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By E.R. Cross 


ny safety factor in a 
decompression sched- 
ule, whether in table 
| form or a computer 
profile, depends on the divers 
and how closely they follow all 
prescribed decompression 
data. Keep in mind that 
decompression instruction for 
a specific table or a meter is 
_ prescribed and not simply rec- 
/ ommended. For any decom- 
_ pression program to provide a 
safe ascent, all instructions 
~ must be followed carefully. 
An Australian wrote, “I read 
your column each month and 
wonder if you would clear up 





. the following points for me. In study- 
ing different decompression tables I 
. have noticed a considerable difference 


sea Mammals | 


’ be used in following the tabular infor- 
Cal d IVE deeper : tables. Which of these data should we 
: comply with when establishing our 
; deco times and depths?” 
@ nd their tI me : tions are given in a class) should con- 
- tain complete facts for the use of the 
_ table being discussed. Follow the 
- instructions carefully for depth and 
: times prescribed for the dive in ques- 
- tion. These data are not interchange- 
_ able between the different tables. 
| Differences in tables are not because 
' of tissue saturation times, pressure at 
- depths or duration of times change. 
_ Rather, it is because authors of the 
: tables have, for one reason or another, 
_ changed bottom times, rates of ascent, 
_ or deco-stop depths and times as ref- 
- erence points. Usually, but not always, 


in the times and sometimes depths (to 


mation) compared with the U.S. Navy 


Each manual (or lecture if instruc- 





these changes are made in an effort to 
produce shorter decompression times 
for dives at indicated depths and 
times. If no instructions are available, 
either in published or lecture form, it 
is suggested the tables not be used. 
Study the tables you have available. 
You may find one that will provide a 
decompression profile more suitable to 
your diving style or that will better 
meet the need of your diving tasks. 
Deco tables in early U.S. Navy diving 
manuals were “long” or “slow” tables. 
More words of caution: do not try to 
mix and match deco tables and com- 
puters. Do not “fudge” on either depth 
or time when profiling a decompres- 
sion schedule. Not all, but most, bends 
cases are the result of infractions, some- 
times minor, in the use of the tables. As 
stated before, no table or deco meter is 
100 percent certain in the prevention of 
bends under all diving conditions. 


Youth Starts as a 
Breathhold Diver 

A letter from a breathhold diver in 
Hawaii stated, “My name is Alex and I 
am 12 years old. I recently began 
training in snorkeling and breathhold 
diving. I can already dive to a depth of 
20 feet for nearly one minute. A few 
days ago we saw some whales while we 
were on a training dive. While we were 
resting between dives the instructor 
told us that some whales can dive to 
depths of more than 1,500 feet and 
remain for as long as ten minutes.” 
Apparently the new freediver doubted 
these statements. He asked, “Can 
whales dive that deep and stay for 
such a long time?” 

There is a deep ocean of fantasy sur- 








rounding these giant animals of the 
sea. The scientific name for these 
aquatic mammals is Cetacea; a group 
of mammals characterized by adapta- 
tion to a completely aquatic form of 
life. The term “whale” includes about 
75 species such as sperm, bottle-nosed, 
beaked, killer, false killer and pilot 
whales to mention just a few of the 
more common whales. The Cetacea 
class of mammals also includes several 
little known whales such as the brydes, 
pygmy right whale, narwhal, the all- 
white beluga whale, and of course, the 
many dolphins and porpoises. 

Most air breathing sea mammals can 
dive deeper than 1,500 feet, and their 
time submerged can be much longer 
than ten minutes. Cetaceans vary great- 
ly in size, ranging from four feet to 100 
feet in length, and from 100 pounds to 
150 tons. The blue whale is much larger 
than an elephant and even larger than 
the largest of the now extinct dinosaurs. 

Cetaceans are well adapted to their 
marine environment and have been 
“practicing” their skills in nearly every 
type of water on the planet for mil- 
lions of years. They are found in every 
Ocean, many rivers, estuaries and in 
one freshwater lake about 600 miles 
from the ocean. From the moment a 
cetacean is born it can swim and fend 
for itself but nurses from its protective 
mother for nearly one year. Some 
whales, particularly killer whales, live 
in tightly knit family pods. 

In 1988, several of the Cetaceans 
were listed as endangered species; the 
blue, with a world population of per- 
haps 14,000, and the southern right 
whale, with an estimated population 
of only 3,000. On the flip side, the 
sperm whale had an estimated popu- 
lation of nearly two million animals. 
Due to stringent conservation mea- 
sures, these figures have probably 
changed in the past decade. 

As to abilities underwater, Alex need 
not worry about ever equaling the div- 
ing skills of any of the Cetacea. 

A long time favorite book on whales 
and whaling is Herman Melville’s Moby 
Dick, first published in 1851. A more 
recent book is Jacques Cousteau— 
Whales, by Jacques Yves Cousteau. 
Both may be available in bookstores or 
in your local library. 
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Manta Ray Bay Hote. & Yap Divers 


Explore Micronesia’s most enigmatic and mysterious island with Manta Ray Bay Hotel & Yap 
Divers. Travel centuries back in time down ceremonial jungle pathways or plunge into an aquamarine 
world so indescribably rich and beautiful you'll quickly see why the mantas have come to stay. 











Start your journey with a trip to our website (wwwmantaray.com) or get in touch with us 
in any of the following ways: phone 691.350.2300; fax 691.350.4567 or 3841; e-mail: 
BillAcker@mail.fm or yapdivers@mantaray.com; mailing address: PO. Box MR, Yap, FSM 96943 


TRADERS” RIDGE RESORT £@farraps 


V FOR 79 
99 
Introducing Traders’ Ridge Resort... erie ck & 


Elegance. Attention to detail. Your own room steward. If this sounds like your idea of how a 
resort should be, then you've found it With our own dive operation, explore the pristine waters of 
Yap and then indulge yourself with the other amenities that only Traders’ Ridge Resort can offer - 

hiking, biking, cultural, historical and ecological tours, kayaking and of course, Yap's only 

swimming pool. After all, you can't dive 24 hours a day! 
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PS. DERS' RIDGE 


RESOR™® 
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Vacations | SOY | 
1.800.634.5555 


www.coolvacations.com 





























TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY 


® ow many divemas- 
| ters and dive instruc- 
; 4 tors does the world 
Mm & need? A lot more 
apparently, because dive 
training centers are current- 
ly reporting more job re- 
quests from dive operations 
in the U.S., Caribbean, and 
Pacific than they can fill. 
Once you get that instructor 
rating, though, what does 
your job horizon look like? 
Becoming an instructor is 
only the beginning of the 
road, you have to figure out 
where you want to go from 
there. 

I watched a NASA docu- 
mentary the other day that 
showed one of those train- 
ing sessions where they sub- 
merge mock-ups of space 
shuttle components in a 
pool and practice the next 
mission underwater. There 
were several divers working with the 
astronauts and I thought, “Now, that’s 
a cool job!” I may never have the 
opportunity to go into space, but I 
could easily be part of the team in 
that pool. It looked like a job that was 
challenging, meaningful, and fun—a 
combination that’s hard to beat. | 
found myself wondering how those 
divers got that job. Did they have 
some special training? Where did they 
get it? And what other unusual diving 
related jobs are available to someone 
with the right training? 

The next morning I called Bob 
Brayman at the International Diving 
Career Institute at Hall’s in Marathon, 
Florida, figuring he could answer my 
questions. I had visited Hall’s several 
times before and knew they ran an 
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outstanding job placement program. 
According to Bob, the diversity of jobs 
available to someone with advanced 
diving skills is amazing. 

It turned out that a recent Hall’s 
graduate went to work for one of the 
NASA contractors that manufactures 
the pool mock-ups and was doing 
exactly the work I described. Another 
Hall’s graduate was the diving activi- 
ties supervisor for the film crew of the 
movie Jaws III. Others have gone to 
work as dive instructors in marine law 
enforcement, with police forces in 
coastal areas, and with the National 
Park Service. Several now work in the 
cruise ship industry, as aquatics pro- 
gram managers and _ instructors. 
Obviously, there are jobs for well- 
trained divers in some surprising 








: An instructor goes over 
. the finer points of 

_ using a semi-closed 
circuit rebreather 
with students. 





places, in some cases far away from 
boats and the ocean, such as in aquar- 
iums in large inland cities. 

There are also other positions where 
advanced diving skills are important, 
but secondary considerations. Many 
owners of dive, charter or live-aboard 
boats, for instance, would prefer to 
hire captains who are also certified 
dive instructors. Many of the staff on 
dive magazines such as this one have 
advanced dive training of some kind. 
Whether you are designing photo lay- 
outs or selling advertising, it helps to 
know the sport intimately. The same 
applies to working for a travel agency 
specializing in dive travel or becoming 
a dive equipment sales representative. 
Advanced diving skills enhance the 
performance of people in jobs such as 
these even though diving is not their 
primary occupation. 

I have been in that position several 
times in the past. When I was working 
for the National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration, my diving 
skills were important in landing some 








The trick ts to 
decide what 
most interests 
you about d 
| then get the 
training and 
experience to 
advance in that 
direction. 


as manager of the Key Largo National 
Marine Sanctuary. Management skills 
were the first priority in that case, but 
the ability to dive was clearly a vital 
secondary skill. The situation and 

















needs would be the same for research 


positions in almost any state or feder- 
al marine park. 

The trick is to decide what most 
interests you about diving and then 
get the training and experience to 
advance in that direction. 

So, what training do you need to 
land jobs such as these? The answer 
goes beyond the skills needed to teach 
new students how to dive or to orga- 
nize a safe dive for a group of certified 
divers. Diversified jobs need diversi- 
fied skills such as equipment mainte- 
nance, underwater communications 
systems, videography and photogra- 
phy, accident management, dive travel 
booking, boat operations, and re- 
breather instruction. This is the kind 
of training you can get at career train- 
ing centers such as Hall’s. 

For more information on diversi- 
fied employment opportunities in 
recreational diving, call Bob Bray- 
man’s International Diving Career 
Institute at (800) 331-4255 in the 
U.S., except Florida. From other 
locations, call (305) 743-5929 or fax 
(305) 743-8168, = 


of my best assignments, including one 


INSTRUCTOR — 
Of The Month 


Why did you become a diving Instructor? 
‘L love diving! When the time came to leave the navy, 
| decided to do something that ! actually enjoy!" 


Choice of nstructor certification agency? 


“PADI-divers worldwide know and respect their high 
standards and teaching ethics.” 


Choice of PADI Career Development Center? 
“Pro Dive® is the best instructor school in the world for 
instruction and career opportunities. | discoverd their 
Staff, teaching methods and facilities are first class!” 


How did your training Lo lg you for the real 


Phone: 


“Pro Dive®’s ROS® program trained me on the actual 


operations of a dive resort and their job placement 
service gave me a head start on my diving career.” 


How soon after your training did you get a job? 


“Pro Dive® arranged for an interview 2 days prior to my 
graduation. After a few phone conversations, | was 


offered the job and accepted it.” 





Matthew Munday 


Age: 28 


Previous Occupation: 
Her Majesty's Submarines 
Royal Navy 


Current Employment: 
Ocean Frontiers 
Grand Cayman, BW/ 


For more information about 
training for a new career 
as a PADI instructor 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-PADI-CDC 


954-PRO-DIVE (776-3483) 
Fax: 934-761-8624 
UK Toll Free: 
http://www.pro-dive.com 
e-mail: 


0800-068-3034 


info@pro-dive.com 


Career Development Center 


Pro Dive® 515 Seabreeze Blvd. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 | 
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Divers exploring 

a wreck site in 

The Bahamas cross 
paths with a curious 
Caribbean reef shark. 
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Sharks—The Jaws of 


By JEAN-MICHEL 


nybody who knows me well 
knows I love sharks. I am not 
exactly alone in this, but it isn’t a 
very big club. Most people are 
still influenced by Jaws and other films 
that turn the shark’s natural role as a 
predator into proof of its ultimate evil. 
To put this in perspective, imagine a 
film of a child eating a hamburger as 





: proof of humanity’s evil intentions. 


Despite their absurdity, 
these fears die hard. My own 
fear is that they may outlive 
sharks themselves. Believe it 
or not, many sharks are 
endangered, and where they 
are not endangered, they are 

- under immense pressure. 

Where beach tourism has 
become a primary source 
of income, sharks are erad- 
icated—in Hawaii it is the 
tiger shark, in Australia the 
great white. As a result, 
smaller species of sharks 
profit from the absence of 
top predators and deplete 
fish populations. 

The fishing industry 
exacts the greatest toll. In 
the Sea of Cortez and off 
the Galapagos Islands, 
hammerheads are killed by 
longlines and gill nets, 
often to the point of local- 

6 ized extinction. In Aus- 
tralia, fisheries built around 
schooling sharks have col- 
lapsed from overfishing. 
“ Worldwide, the incidental 
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: killing of sharks in nets set for other 


species of fish (bycatch) has reached 
unprecedented levels. 

Overfishing of sharks and the threat 
to their survival is not a problem for 
the developing world alone: divers in 


Life 


COUSTEAU 





the Santa Barbara Channel Islands 
recently filmed the carcass of a basking 
shark that had been finned and dis- 
carded. In 1994, the retail prices for 
shark fin attained an all-time high, 
surpassing $200 per pound in the mar- 
kets of San Francisco and Los Angeles. 
Populations of blue and thresher 
sharks have declined noticeably along 
the California coast. 

The problem is complex. As the 
human population grows and sources 
of traditional food fish are exhausted, 
sharks become attractive targets. 
Spurred by the decimation of sharks, 
the United States National Marine 
Fisheries Service imposed strict regula- 
tions in 1993 for shark fishing along the 
east coast, the Gulf of Mexico and the 
Caribbean. Unfortunately, the regula- 
tions ignore the West Coast, and despite 
isolated local restrictions, the waters off 
California are now the center of a grow- 
ing international shark fishery. 

In the short term, we must put pres- 
sure on legislators to protect sharks. 
As with whales and dolphins, govern- 
mental and non-governmental orga- 
nizations need to work with the fish- 
ing industry on an international level 
to stem the slaughter of sharks. 

There are signs that this is already 
happening. The U.S. is taking the lead 
with its fishing restrictions, which need 
to be extended. Abroad, the government 
is working to make exporting shark 
products to the U.S. less attractive. One 
initiative in particular deserves men- 
tion: a joint U.S.-Ecuadoran initiative 
attacks the economic incentives to 
shark plunder in the Galapagos by sup- 
pressing the import and transit of shark 
products through the U.S. 

Second, we must coordinate our 
research of entire food webs, so that 
we can better understand the size and 








needs of shark populations. This will 
help us protect their ranges. 

Thirdly, I think we must get the 
word out that sharks are worth more 
alive than dead. As divers, this is where 
we can really perform a useful service. 
The more we publicize our positive 
experiences the more we will erode the 
wall of fear and ignorance surround- 
ing these magnificent animals. 

Dive tourism is already seizing this 
opportunity. Worldwide, more than 
150 sites now offer shark dive experi- 
ences, but tourism isn’t the only way 
to bring home the message of sharks’ 
value. Science can also play a role. Last 
year, in the pages of Scientific Ameri- 
can, scientist Gary Litman investigated 
the similarities between human and 
shark immune systems. Both have a 
spleen and a thymus, sources of anti- 
bodies that bind to and destroy invad- 
ing matter, such as viruses and bacte- 
ria, called antigens. 


...we must get 
the word out 
that sharks are 
worth more alive 
than dead. 


Scientists are now learning to syn- 
thesize various pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts from the shark immune system to 
help people. How ironic that sharks 
may now be seen as the “jaws of life!” 

On a deeper level, in probing the 
immune system we may have uncov- 
ered the point at which our lineages 
diverged. It would be a tragedy if, just 
as we are discovering another link 
between ourselves and sharks, our 
own actions destroy the relationship 
before it fully develops. 

Finally, we must learn to leave sharks 
alone and let the oceanic system work. 
Let us intelligently reduce the compe- 
tition for fish and space, even as we 
work to slow our own population 
growth. Sharks are the top predators of 
the deep; their presence is crucial to 
the vitality of the seas and to the pro- 
ductivity of oceanic ecosystems. ™* 





DIVING ADVENTURE, AND _ 


AIR-INCLUSIVE 
FALL SPECIAL 
$1350.00 pp/dbl 













Round-trip airfare from Miami to ‘ 
Roatan, 7 nights A/C accommoda- 
tions, unlimited diving on both North | 
& South Coast of Roatan, all meals & 


elcome cocktail, and airport transfers. | 
if 







i 
ia 
Se th he eS er ie rr tir toc nn rr a ern arin 








* ANSE CHASTANET RESORT > SCUBA’ST. LUCIA» 


~~ One of the Caribbean's most unique hideaways 
-. and St. Lucia’s only resort located in the 
heart of the marine reserves. Enjoy the 

romance of ANSE CHASTANET and dive with 


our PADI/SSI/NAUI facility SCUBA ST. LUCIA, 
St. Lucia’s prenuer scuba operation. 


SECHASTANET RESORT +SCUBA ST. LUCIA 


a ot > « 
¥ . 
f 54 


TRANQUILITY > ROMANCE “ADVENTURE 
888-GO-LU CEA. (465 8242) 


P.O. Box 7000, * Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies 
Tel: (758) 459-7000 *Fax:.(758) 459-7700 
Call us for our color brochure, contact your favorite travel agent or go to 
http://www.ansechastanet.com 
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Nitrox @ 


GIVE US 
A WEEK, | 


wet. GHANG Es 


FO REVER 


he Galapagos Islands have it all, plus two beautifully operated 
live-aboards, Galapagos Aggressor | & II. | will return every year and 
never have enough of the land and sea phenomenon that is the 
Galapagos Islands.” Underwater filmmaker Stan Waterman enjoys the 
Vee merhien a sl ie . Aggressor experience of pampered live-aboard diving so much, that 
Galapagos sharks, every year he hosts several Aggressor trips throughout the world. 
topped off with a Stan, like other Aggressor clients, is accustomed to the finest 
atic mee nie ? on-board accommodations such as spacious private cabins, E-6 film 
labs, state-of-the-art diving facilities with Nitrox and iii sans 
friendly, professional crews catering to his every 
whim. The Galapagos Aggressors take personal 
service to an even higher level with “sit-down” 


Every week, these two elegant 14-passenger dive 


evening dinners and a full-time bartender. yachts set a course for the most exciting diving on 
peta the planet at famed Wolf and Darwin Islands. 


t gCRESSo 
week aboard an Aggressor, now is a & \y ? 


If you haven’t experienced a 


the time. Join Stan and over 14,000 gsiten. die 


, “i other divers who have discovered YEARS 
Air-conditioned staterooms Making Every Dive 
with en-suite bath are only the ultimate diving experience. Your Best Since 1984 FLEET 


steps from the dive deck. 800-348-2628 mime nure avoarase 


504-385-2628 P.O. Box 1470 Morgan City, LA 70381-1470 E-mail: divboat@aol.com or divboat@compuserve.com 
Photos by Wayne Hasson 














La 





, \ < Mgrs te ) 
+ 3 an tells OH. at 


Cte Bie 
sak Pe 





wi we alee hs 


ry ; ;. - . 
Wien hg Oa 
‘ aE ATE aa ee 


ae 


On Land and in the deep blue Sea. 





romantic sunset, a curious turtle - now you can take both shots with one camera: 

The new SeaLife ReefMaster RC is different from anything you have ever seen. 
Easy and user-friendly. With only one touch - nothing to adjust, completely automatic, 
using regular 35mm film - you take magnificent vacation shots on land and in the | 
deep blue sea. BS a 

Feel the soft rubber armored body and enjoy the comfortable compact shape. 4 yy} | 
Rugged and dependable, made by divers for divers; no maintenance, other than rinsing off 0 ot he th Tb 
and drying. Prices range from $99 to $249. For magazine-quality pictures, snap on the \ 
Macro lens or the external flash. See actual pictures on our website, pioneer-research.com 
Just get the new SeaLife ReefMaster RC in your hands once - you will feel and love the 


pioneer 


difference. In dive and photo stores. ne: 
Pioneer Research, 97 Foster Rd., Moorestown, NJ USA 08057 609-866-9191 © 800-257-7742 ¢ Fax 609-866-8615 www.pioneer-research.com 





GARDEN ISLAND RESORT 
AQUA-TREK TAVEUNI 


Ask about our 
Low Season Special! 


<i 


7 nts/6 days diving $580 p.p. 
10 nts/6 days diving $635 p.p. 


— Ph 800-541-4334 Fx 415-398 0479 
E-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
Web: www.aquatrek.com 


LAUCALA FORBES 
Experience Paradwe Without Boundartes... 
In a Fy Forbes Laucala world, you 
get to experience paradise without 
a limitation in sight! Our full ser- 
vice dive operation will cater to 
at your every need...there are no time 
tables or schedules. You decide when and we'll take 
you to over thirty world class dive sites nearby. 


Ph 800-FORBES-5 (U.S) 
(719) 379-3263 (Intn’l) 
Fx (719) 379-3266 

oe ora 


MANA ISLAND RESORT/ 
AQUA-TREK MANA 
MATAMANOA ISLAND RESORT 
AQUA-TREK MATAMANOA 


: Enjoy intimate tropical 
islands and beautiful 
beaches. Experience Fiji's 
famous shark adventure. 


| Ph 800-541-4334 Fx 415-398 0479 
E-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
Web: www.aquatrek.com 


DIVE KADAVU 
ISL premiere dive operator 
offering pkgs at Matana and 
Jonas Paradise Resorts. Daily 
dive trips to legendary reefs 
including Astrolabe. 


(DIVE 
4 {KADAVU 
. Fiji 


Ph 679-311780 Fx 679-303860 
E-mail: divekadavu@is.com.fj 
Web: www.divekadavu.com 


oy 


CENTRA PACIFIC HARBOUR 
AQUA-TREK BEOA 


Relax at J 
beautiful 
Centra Resort. 
Dive World 
Class Beqa Lagoon. 


] Ph 800-541-4334 Fx 415-398-0479 
E-mail: info@aquatrek.com 
Web: www.aquatrek.com 





AIR FIJI 
Air Fiji is Fiji's premier 
domestic airline having 
ATD TIT 
Al IN Si ia 1 J 1 served our islands for over 
31 years. With a total of 
16 local destinations, the airline provides frequent daily 
services to all major tourism centers. Visit our website 
for more details. 


Ph 679-478 155 Fx 679-400 479 
E-mail: airfiji@is.com.fi 
Web: www.airfiji.net 


NATA CRUISES 


¢ Independent and owner operated, 
NAI’A boasts 14 dedicated crew 
who understand discerning divers. 
¢ Eight private staterooms with en 
He suite bathrooms 

° Hive dive deck, sun deck and separate camera room 

¢ Fine dining and international cuisine 

¢ On-board research, education and conservation projects 


Ph 800-903-0272 Fx 679-450566 
E-mail: naia@is.com.fj 
Web: www.naia.com.ff 


VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 
17 luxury villas. Enjoy 


gourmet cuisine and 
pristine diving conditions. 

B Only Five Star Island 
Resort with PADI facility on 
site. Member Small Luxury 
Hotels of the World. 


% Ph 800-828-9146 Fx 310-338-0708 
E-mail: vatu@magna.com.au 
Web: www.vatulele.com 


BOOK WITH ONE OF THESE WETTING TT FOR THE BEST TOUR PACKAGES AVAILABLE. 


TRIPsIOUR 


; | BB | slant Dreams Gye 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 


800-443-0799 


Ph 415-442-0799 Fx 415-442-0289 
E-mail: fiji@AdventureExpress.com 
Web: www.AdventureExpress.com 


800-346-6116 
Ph 713-973-9300 
Fx 713-973-8585 
E-mail: info@islandream.com 
Web: www.islandream.com 


WORLDWIDE 
ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
800-794-9767 
Ph 415-289-1760 
Fx 415-289-1763 
E-mail: fi@reefrainfrst.com 
Web: www.reefrainfrst.com 


DIVE/TRAVEL EXPE rs 
OF FIJI 
800-917-2243 
Fx 760-724-9897 


E-mail: info@trip-n-tour.com 
Web: www.trip-n-tour.com 


© SD/AD 1998 











Julio Saez (R), 
the equipment 
guru, guides 
student Randy 
Harvey through 
the hose removal 
process. 


NOW thy gear 








This is the Story of 
How a Mechanically 
Disinclined Man 
Infiltrated a Scuba 
Equipment Repair 
Course and Not Only 


Survived, But Learned 


Something Valuable. 














t home, my wife fixes every- 
thing. The tool box is hers, the 
knowledge of how to use the 
tools has almost exclusively 
been her realm, even the basic identi- 
ty of the tools has tended to elude me. 
I am a shop rock with only vestigial 
mechanical aptitude. 

When it comes to my dive equip- 
ment, I implicitly trust the equipment 
guru at my local dive shop to keep 
everything functioning efficiently. ’m 
a turn it on and go kind of person. So, 
needless to say, I approached this 
assignment not so much with reluc- 
tance as with sheer bafflement and 
dread. As it turned out, I have been 
pulling off a very clever ruse. The mys- 
terious inner workings of all that stuff 
I depend on while diving has been 
exposed, and I feel, well, confident to 
tackle almost any equipment situation, 


and, well, sad that I hadn’t taken a class 
like this many, many years ago. 

The participants of the class were 
instructed to bring in a first and sec- 
ond stage, SPG console, BC, and tank 
(emptied of air). After general intro- 
ductions, the instructor began lifting 
the shroud of mystery piece by piece. 
(All of the participants, despite our 
surprising amount of experience, were 
equally timid about fixing the basic 
mechanics of their gear.) 

Each step of the process was entire- 
ly hands-on. If it could be disassem- 
bled in the field and fixed, we did it. 
We began with the inner workings 
and types of first stages, then took 
apart our second stages, including 
hose connections, moved on to our 
consoles and BC power inflator, tak- 
ing apart hose connections and 
removing valves on these, too. (There 
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are special methods to removing cer- 
tain hose connections, so I would rec- 
ommended taking a repair course 
even for those of you who are a little 
more bold about your equipment.) 
Each aspect—venturi assist, dia- 
phragm, cracking pressure, user ad- 





t| hand 
seaspace ‘99 


The Scuba Diving, 
Snorkeling and 
Adventure Travel Expo 


justments, schrader valve and HP 
swivel spool replacement, etc.—of the 
equipment was discussed as to func- 
tion, possible problems and adjust- 
ment benefits, and, of course, fixes. 
As we had a broad selection of man- 


Dive in and celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the 
Southwest’s premier scuba 
diving, snorkeling and 
adventure travel exposition! 


May 14 - 16, 1999 
Hyatt Regency Hotel 
1200 Louisiana 
Houston, Texas 





fis fh id 


¢ Fabulous Underwater 
Film Festival 

e Expanded Exhibit Hall—more 
than 175 booths 

e Free Environmental Awareness Area 

e Ernie Brooks Underwater 
Photography Workshop 

¢ Meet the pros with Skin Diver 
Magazine 

e Cayman Islands Pirates Party 


$3.00 Discount off Regular 
Exhibit Hall Admission Price 
$5.00 per day with this Ad 


ufacturer’s gear (brought | 
by the students) to look 
over, this proved valuable 
on two fronts. One, being 
able to identify problems 
and fix one’s own gear by 
understanding the opera- 
tion of it; and learning about the pros 
and cons of the wide variety of features 
offered on other equipment—a bit of 
knowledge that will come in handy 
when purchasing new gear or helping a 
friend out in the field. 

Special tools, of course, are re- 
quired, and the ideal save-a-dive tool 
kit was displayed and discussed, and 
we got to use the tools, too. 

Once our group had overcome its 
initial hesitation to strip apart the very 


‘ 





To learn more about — 
seaspace ‘39, 
visit our website at 


WWW.SC€aSPpace.Org or ; 
2 gear we would use on the next day’s 
callus at 71 3/ 467-6675 dive, we proved so eager to take apart 
SD © SD/AB 1999 


all of our equipment, check the condi- 
tion of the various components, and 
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s-on. If i€ coul 
in the field and fixed, we did it. 

















put it back together that the normally 
four hour class extended to six then 
eight hours. Once the demystification 
had begun we all realized what a sim- 
ple and valuable skill this was. No 
more lost dives to regulator or BC 
power inflator freeflows, broken O- 


Each step of the process was entirely 
d be disassembled 


rings, SPG failure—almost everything 
we learned to fix could be done on a 
dive boat in less than five minutes with 
a simple set of tools and easily pur- 
chased parts. Looking back at all the 
times a dive day could’ve been sal- 
vaged with a tidbit of 
knowledge (by taking a 
course like this sooner) 
made all of us cringe. 

After an impromptu 


late lunch, we all 
removed the 
valves of our tanks 
and took a gander 
inside. For this we 
moved from the 
classroom to the 
shop. While look- 
ing inside the 
tanks was fascinating and informa- 
tive, finding any deficiencies still 
requires a professional’s attention. 

At the end of the day, without get- 
ting wet, we all left better divers. We 
left more knowledgeable, comfortable 
with, and unafraid of our equipment. 
The class I had dreaded turned into 
one of the most valuable days of 
learning (pertaining to scuba) I had 
yet invested time in. When you think 
about how important a diver’s equip- 
ment is to his/her well-being, a course 
such as this makes perfect sense. What 
didn’t make perfect sense was why I 
hadn't taken it earlier. = 








TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


EADER Be, _ & CAI 


RED SEA 
SEYCHELLES 
INDONESIA 
BORNEO 
AUSTRALIA 
MICRONESIA 
CAYMAN 
BELIZE 
COZUMEL 
COCOS ISLANDS 
ROATAN 
VENEZUELA 
BONAIRE 
COSTA RICA 


GREAT WHITE 
SHARK 


WHALE SHARK 
ST. LUCIA 
MALDIVES 
TURKS & CAICOS 
FIJI ISLANDS 2 ~~ . yest ; 
SOLOMONS) ee ee Tin RA PPP oe TT 
THAILAND i : . 


PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA 


SEA OF CORTEZ 
SABA 
GALAPAGOS 
HAWAI 
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C) OUTRIGGER’ 





/// AIR 
/// PACIFIC 


FINS INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 





Continental 


One Airline Can Make A Difference.” 








1 , dive@divetropical.com “~~ ~~ ~ 
CAL www.divetropical.com — <ivesdivetropicalcom S77" 
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ere)" 3 DISCOVER DOMINICA 


Bx SB ica’s 6th Annual inde Fest - ot 2-10, 1999 


0 9 Ee a i 
‘Dapiaies is perhaps the most naturally benutitul ahd. caRrorettt of all Caribbean destinations. 
With towering mountains and primordial rainforests, nature flourishes in abundance. 


This untouched beauty is again reflected underwater, where Dominica excels as a top scuba spot. 


i 

ft 

i 

i 

_ 
a 

Ny 

fe 






a ‘ 


ne ae i 4 Be - ee 
: ; 3 a 
" eR aa f Ree 


eee —_—- DIVE DOMINICA & CASTLE COMFORT LODGE 


: a “ * DEDICATED DIVE LODGE * DRAMATIC 
| , WALLS * CALM WATERS 
) we * STEEP PINNACLES * ON THE 
i | tee PO og WATERFRONT + HOT TUB ON LAWN 
. ee em 86> FAMILY STYLE HOME COOKED MEALS 
eee =» PHOTOGRAPHERS DREAM « SEAHORSES 
ye * FROGFISH * FLYING GUINARDS 
* WHALE & DOLPHIN SAFARIS 
* OUTRAGEOUS HIKING 
- AIR INCLUSIVE PACKAGES 


, 1-888-414- 7626 
(954)453-5042 + (767)448-2188 * Fax: (767)448-6088 
! ; E-mail: dive@cwdom.dm * Web site: www.divedominica.com 


: ) » | ie “ Nestled within the walls of a fort built in 

ele li) 1 1770, the Fort Young Hotel, Dominica's 
1 er premiere hotel is now Dominica's first 

| four star resort. Dive packages available. 


| iss 7 The Fert Young Hotel 


: ceeds Si kee ig 

fax: 767-448-8065 e-mail: fortyoung@cwdom.dm : 

: website: www.fortyounghotel.com > LET THE ADVENTURE BEGIN 
| | 2 Enjoy our relaxed and friendly dive shop. 
: a Professional staff providing personalized service 
: DIVING * SNORKELING * KAYAKING 
| 4 MOUNTAIN BIKING 

gis, Small operation offering Top-Notch Personalized 3 

| 8 a ai Service ,Access To ALL West, North, Central and x SEASIDE COTTAGES FOR RENT 
Oh ES Geant South Coast Dive Sites. * (767) 449-8181 

i BEST BEACHFRONT setting on the island. | = 

| ee ee Mi Complete Adventure Center for all water and Fax: (767) 449-8182 ; 

b> Gs and-based activities. Book seven night dive package Website: www.natureislanddive.dm 


by August 31, 1999and get the 8th hotel night and 
an afternoon dive FREE! 


“1-888-CASTAWAYS 


Fax: 767-449-6246 E-mail: castaways@cwdom.dm e-mail- domini cany@ msn.com 
Website: www.castaways.dm aa P 
Cd iC AV AL eloliiliilie: mali 








By HEATHER BROWN 





elcome to the Diver’s Library 
where each month we share 
which books, videos, and com- 

“puter software are our favorite 
picks fat any diver’s bookshelf. So come 
on in, grab a cappuccino and browse. 






fim Church's Essential Guide to 
Cc ommostten 

jm CHURCH From the master of under- 

COMPOSTION water photography, this 
ay % ee cuide to compostition first 
teaches the rules of under- 
water photography and 
then tells how to bend them 
for extraordinary results. Church’s ap- 
proach eliminates the guesswork from 
taking better pictures, while inspiring 
professionals and hobbyists alike to turn 
a new eye to the underwater realm.To 
learn even more about capturing U/W 
images, check out Jim Church’s Essential 
Guide to Underwater Video and Jim 
Church’s Essential Guide to Nikonos Sys- 
tems, Aqua Quest Publications, Inc., 
(800) 933-8989, $19.95. 





Reef Fish Identification CD-ROM: 
Florida, Caribbean, Bahamas 

With more than 1,600 : “Ick maine tS 
marine life images at your aa 
fingertips, this CD-ROM 
is almost like diving in the 
Caribbean. Complete with a vir- 

tual dive to learn the species of a particu- 
lar island, a fish finder to discover the 
identity of mystery fish, a sightings log- 
book, video clips, and games; this CD- 
ROM is sure to become an essential part 
of any diver’s virtual library. New World 
Publications, (904) 737-6558, $39.95. 



















Express Software 
This comprehensive suite of programs is 
eeeney to help dive shops perform all 
4 point of sale, purchase 
=a=a{ Order and inventory 
management work. 
For dive shops look- 
ing to invest in the fu- 
ture of their business, a free demo can be 
acquired by calling (888) 258-7671, = 











A 5-star dive resort offering Bonaire’s best diving, 1st class amenities, a 
beautiful white sand beach, 24 hour tank access, and a sense of humor. 
Romance and tranquility come naturally in a 5-star setting. 


SEASONAL SPECIALS! 
¢ 7th night FREE! « 6th day of diving FREE! « 7th meal FREE! 
(Valid May, June, Sept thru Dec 15th, 1999; Thanksgiving week (Nov 20-27) blacked out) 

CALL NOW FOR GROUP SPECIALS! 


VILL. : information ¢ reservations 
wee sere ee Vit yd - 

vii Ol 1 (800) 766-6016 
= * = Tel: 781-821-1012 © Fax: 781-821-1568 
" e-mail: info@plazaresortbonaire.com 
web site: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 


Portable A COMPRESSORS 0" 


oe Fil Your Own Tanks! 


Hatt of fume 





v4 ascfm —Max working pressure 4000psI 

v Fills an BOcft tank to 300051 in ce minufes™” 

v Iriple filtration/ disposable purification cartridge 

v 4stages/stainless steel intercoolers/w relief valves 
v Low maintenance—Weighs only 85lbs 


Larger, Stationary units up to \Befm avallable 


Phone 370932903491 
Fax 370053805143 


*based on charging an 80cft cylinder from 500 to 3000psig & bardena, CA d0c49 USA 
“time required to fill 80cft cylinder from 500 to 3000psig HIGH PRESSURE AIR COMPRESSOR SYSTEMS — E-mail max-aif@wWorldnet.att net 
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Dive in small groups with personal service. 
Over 16 years of experience. 
Stay in Grand Turk’s most hospitable hotel: | 
with Old World charm & modern 
conveniences right on the beach! 


Ane Watt Oa 


E-mail: mrolling@tclway, tc 
Web site: www.microplan.com/b101000.htp 


With more than 25 years of operation in Provo, we have 
— great boats, great staff and great sites! 


Art Pickering’s Provo Turtle Divers 

U.S. Booking Office: 800-833-1341 
web: Www.provoturtledivers.com 

e-mail: ProvolurtleDivers@Provo.net 

Local: Ph 649-946-4232, Fx 649-941-5296 


For dive packages and accommodation in Grand 
Turk! Now offering the only NITROX diving and 

DIVING instruction in the Turks and Caices Islands! PADI and 
NAUI certifications for all levels and abilities! 


SEA EYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK 
Prone / Fax (649) J46-1 400 
Box 67, Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos Islands, BW 
E-mail: ci@tciway.te 
Web site: Www. reemet.on-Ca/erangdourk 
cng “Sg 


| p> SPECTACULAR DIVING ALONG BOTH Sait Cay & GRAND TURK 


WALLS WITH PADI DIVE MASTERS AND INSTRUCTORS 
> Most REMOTE, FRIENDLY ISLAND IN THE TURKS & CAicos— 
CORALS, SPONGES AND FISH ARE PRISTINE AND ABUNDANT 


HORSEBACK RIDING 


| (649) 946-6906 Fx (649) 946-6940 = 
| E-mail: scdivers@tciway.tc 


Web site: www.saltcaydivers.tc 


“Diving as it should be!” 
L Gold Fa m Five Star lity co 


Oasis Divers takes land-based diving 
to new heights on Grand Turk. Personal 
service is attention to the individual 
makes the diving experience the best it 


can be! We have NITROX! Call for our 
latest beachfront accommodation dive 


package specials. / GRAND TURK 
ep 


Ph/Fax: (649) 946-1128 E-mail: oasisdiv@tciway.tc 


| Web site: www.oasisdivers.com 





set 








Aan ieee Se Bs ey 


Sarg teers PE bol 


Week Re ore Bs et heb aby Fe 


fp t Forbes Magazine's 

7 A  Laucala (La-tha-la) 
Island, you are treated to a world 
of space and chotces beyond com- 
pare. All wrapped tn the friendly 
ORL LCL LCA 
itself knows no bounds. 

Our full service dive operation will 
cater to your every need...there are 
no time tables or schedules. You de- 
TROLL OA LILA ALE 
thirty world class dive sites nearby 
our spectacular island located in the 
Northern Group of the Fijt Islands. 
Ifyou don’t want to dive, you can 
Jish, windsurf, snorkel, play tennis 
or do nothing atall. Anytime. 

Your accommodations, a private 
bure, ts located on the beach and 
features all the modern comforts 
and conveniences you will need. 
OTTARY/ GROUT LAG LLL LELLG LS 
make up your bure and cater to 
your special requests. 


p Lens 


Built In Close-U 











Een ce ® EEN: CE 
Aradise tyithout Koundaries... 


gLaucala world, you get to experience paradise without a limitation in sight! 


MAGAZINE’S 
FIJI ISLAND 


Fiji Forbes Lancata 
1-800-FORBES-5 


Outside U.S. Phone (719) 379-3263 or fax (719) 379-3266 
Adaress: P.O. Box 149, Ft. Garland, CO 81133 





Accessory 1:2 Macro 





: With the Seamaster Pro-EX you never miss the shot. Its built-in 35mm lens with exterior mount lets you 
—_ change lenses underwater. Its built-in close-up lens focuses to 18 inches at the flip of a switch. There are 
= a | * * two accessory wide angle lenses and two macro. Add on or take off to match the lens with the subjects 
3 a you see. And using the Seamaster Pro-EX is easy: auto film loading 
= and advance, power rewind, ISO indexing, and four shutter speeds 
3 ft Seca that automatically sync for TTL flash photography. Choose the gray Sprcrapen 


PREFERRED FILM 


Seamaster Pro-EX or the yellow Motor Marine Il-EX. The only 4939 Kellogg Avenue, Carlsbad, CA 92008 
difference is color and name. Great performance is the same. Tel 760-929-1909 © Fax 760-929-0098 
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Citizen ECo- 
Oive Watch 


Or chyers, time and depth are so intemoven 
¢ ~ ¢) oe Pane Neots «, a ex 
that ourtves meray depend upon our acute 
~ ox os 1g = . r 
/) Aw afeness «yt each whe Wialeisiay’ aier 


Strangely, though, most watches aimed at the dive market seem to ignore the 

\ depth factor, which makes them little more than water resistant timepieces. 

"um Citizen’s new Eco-Drive Aqualand breaks the depth barrier and puts it into a 

handsome watch fit for today's world of heightened ecological awareness. 

0 The Eco-Drive portion of the Aqualand refers to the technology that allows the 
y= watch to run on the clean, pollution free power of light alone. With this, the 
Aqualand never needs a battery replacement and it can even store a charge that 

will keep the watch running in complete darkness for up to 60 days. To charge the 

watch, place the watch face under a light source. Charging with the sun works the 
quickest, but even a dim basement bulb will do the trick, albeit more slowly. 

The Aqualand handles the time portion of the diver’s time/depth equation in 
spades. First, there is the standard watch function of current time—the large 
hour and minute hand sweep around a dark watch face. Additionally, there is a 
24 hour clock and a second hand in smaller, individual dials on the watch face 
itself. For diving, there is a 50 minute dive chronometer and a smoothly engi- 
neered one-way rotating bezel. 

For depth monitoring, there is a bright orange hand that sweeps around 
the dial during a dive, indicating the depth. Around the raised edge of the 
watch face are depth markings to 125 feet. For dive planning, the 
Aqualand also has a special feature that recalls the max depth of the 
most recent dive. This is done by pressing the button nearest the word 
“call” on the watch face. When pressed, the depth indicator hand will 
point to the max depth achieved. 

When the Aqualand is out of the water, the same orange hand 
points to one of three levels of the Aqualand’s stored power 
charge. LV.1 or LV.2 denotes the watch is sufficiently charged for 
safe diving. If the hand points to NG, the charge is too low to 
activate the depth feature. 

All of the watch hands are luminescent for use in low light 
conditions, as are the hour markings on the watch’s face. 

For additional diver safety, the depth compensating rein- 
forced rubber strap features the no decompression limits 
to 125 feet, clearly marked on the inside facing strap. 

The Aqualand is water resistant to 600 feet; the 
buttons and crown should not be used while under 
the water. 

All in all, the Aqualand has a nice combination 
of features that serve two vital needs for divers 
and one vital need for society. 

The Aqualand sells for $450. For informa- 
tion on the Eco-Drive Aqualand or any other 
Citizen watch, call (201) 438-8150. == 
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The Caribbean's greatest div e adventures await you at the 
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Jie ae award-winning BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT: 
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Discover the unbelievable wall diving of 





Cayman Brac. Explore the Caribbean’s only sunken Russian Sek 
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“=  , our custom-designed 


% eye diving, dine on 


unspoiled, uncrowded, dive-sites from 


dive boats. And when you are not 






Sumptuous meals. oo Relax at the tiki bar 





with friends over cool drinks. It’s all there BRAC & eT aria44 


a BEACH’. RESORT 
_for you at Brac Reef Beach Resort. cayman 1SLANDS 


For information & reservations call: 1(800)594-6326 or (727)323-8727 Fax (727)323-8827 


e-mail bestdiving@aol.com or for online brochure www.braclittle.com 





a 3 ya Se 7 Explore the mysteries 
\ aay anil Reg eRe oro Sy = . Se eee ee See! f= of the Mayan world with 
Khe Se pes = ice. f ™ =6names like Altun Ha, Caracol, 
. « - red = ©Lamanai, Lubaantun, and 
Weise ponte Mckee 8 TE. sae t ef Xunantunich. Belize has 
Siren et ES a 5 ~oareed Ro 2 1 the highest concentration 
of Maya sites in all of Central 
America. And new sites are 
still being discovered. 





An adventurer’s paradise, 
Belize is your peaceful, 
English-speaking neighbor 
only 2 hours from the 

US. With a diversity of 
adventure opportunities 
unmatched by any other 
country, the people of Belize 
have protected 40% of the 
country as parks and 
reserves. Belize is on the 
Caribbean coast nestled 
between Mexico and 
Guatemala and offers an 
intriguing mix of tropical 
forests rich with wildlife, 
majestic 3,675 foot moun- 
tains, mysterious Maya 
temples, and diving and 
fishing experiences beyond 
compare. In a single day you 
can go from tropical forest 
to the longest barrier reef in 
the Western Hemisphere. 
And the people are as warm 
and friendly as the climate. 
Discover Belize. 

And let the adventures begin. 


Caracol, Maya site, Cayo district. Photo by Tony Rath. 
Contact the Belize Tourism Board at 1-800-624-0686 
or visit us at our website: www.travelbelize.ora/temple 
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No sharks, schooling fish, or beautiful invertebrates | 
. And absolutely one of the most exacting dives of my life. 
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as hairy frogfish, awkward bodies totally obscured by 
© weedy skin growths cloaking their predatory presence. 
’ Thrusting up through the black sand, slack-jawed snake 
eels have symbiotic shrimp dancing atop their heads. 
Having buried all but two of its banded arms in the sand, 
a mimic octopus puts on a most convincing sea snake act, 
writhing back and forth in a sinusoidal wave. Then it fools 
me again, impersonating a giant, menacing crab and next a 
venomous lionfish. An amorous pair of cockatoo waspfish 
flops from side to side in the surge. Brilliant mimics in 
color, shape and movement of the brown leaves scattered 
about on the bottom, they are all but invisible. 

I found more strange, new life forms in one hour of diving 
than in years of diligent searching planet-wide. And all on a 
flat, featureless, dirty dive affectionately known as Hairball. 

Seated among the splendor of Kungkungan Bay Resort’s 
central dining room, I’m half-listening to the 
mealtime conversation, which ranges from 
golf to angioplasty. My mind is whirring, 
wrestling with the question, Why are so many 
beasties here in Limbeh Strait? ’m about to 
break the ice with just that query when some- 
one turns to Larry Smith—critter hunter 
extraordinaire and head of dive operations at 


Below: A flying gurnard skims 
the seafloor looking for 
unwary prey. Right: A cocka- 
too waspfish, which imitates 
the motion of seagrass, is all 
but invisible except to the 
most diligent searcher. 





| he freak shou is in full suuing. Nondescript IUIMIps of algal scuz come lo life 


KBR—and asks what those “ugly whatsits” were today. 

“Hairy frogfish,” responds Larry, beaming with pride. 
“Or do you mean the hairy Ambon scorpionfish, or the 
hairy ghost pipefish? We saw them all today. Hairball was 
really smokin’!” 


Cauldron of Creation 

Lembeh Strait is a narrow passage on the south side of 
the northern tip of Sulawesi, Indonesia. Whereas the 
warm, clear waters and lush coral reefs of the Bunaken 
Marine Park to the north are world famous and have been 
explored by divers for decades, the Strait is radically differ- 
ent and relatively unheard of—at least for the moment. 

Lembeh’s waters are surprisingly cool (about 75°F) and 
the visibility, averaging 20 to 25 feet, is a far cry from 
Bunaken. The shallow, current swept area is primarily a 
soft-bottomed habitat: black volcanic sand 
slopes, muddy plains, coral rubble piles, etc. 
Although there are vibrant coral reefs and 
“typical, tropical fish” in abundance—biolo- 
gists claim that this region of the Indo- 
Pacific is the epicenter of marine species 
diversity—the focus here is truly on this 
wonderful muck habitat. It’s a showcase for 
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the lifestyles of the weird and infamous. Among underwa- 
ter photographers and critter hunters, the area has quickly 
garnered such catchy titles as “The Twilight Zone” and the 
“Muck Diving Capital of the World.” In a spectacularly 
active area of the Pacific Ring of Fire—here nature’s oddi- 
ties brew and spew forth like an evolutionary highlight film 
in action—Lembeh Strait is truly a Cauldron of Creation. 


Just WlucKing Around 


Many of the “high-voltage” muck sites are like circus tours 
from one bizarre attraction to another. Every time I’d hear 
Larry's goofy whistle I'd leave something extraordinary— 
such as a giant sea tiger nudibranch with a symbiotic 
Periclimenes shrimp riding side-saddle—to fly off into the 
murk to find his dive light pointing at something even more 
amazing than the last, such as the football-sized frogfish 
“Old Yeller” repeatedly inhaling butterflyfish appetizers! One 
grows complacent with the cliché of gorgeous fish—another 
curious cuttlefish and leaffish at Magic Rock, for example— 
glossing right over them in the frenzied hunt for the fingered 
dragonets and black juvenile sex-changing ribbon eels. 


Warning: Venom is Everywhere 

Lembeh Strait was recently chosen as the site for a docu- 
mentary film on venomous marine life. Divers must pay 
extremely close attention to where one puts hand or knee 
down. The Twilight Zone is literally crawling with danger- 
ous fishes and invertebrates, many of which make matters 


even trickier by blending in perfectly with their surround- 
ings. Flat mud bottoms and rubble fields don’t offer a lot of 
shelter, so inhabitants use sneaky survival skills such as 
mimicry, camouflage and venom to protect themselves. 

Stonefish—likely the world’s most venomous fish—are 
everywhere. Larry’s guides once found nine on a single dive 
at Police Pier. At least a half-dozen species of lionfish bristled 
venomous spines in my direction every day. There are sea 
snakes and fire or “toxic” urchins sheltering Coleman’s 
shrimp, and my personal favorite—the devilfish, known to 
some as the Caledonian Stinger. When not buried for 
ambush purposes (leaving only the business tips of its dorsal 
spines exposed), this dour faced scorpaenid drags its “pin- 
cushion of stingers” body across the bottom with the aid of 
finger-like fin spines. When threatened, it flares brightly 
marked pectoral fins wide—an obvious warning and one to 
be heeded. Cute and cuddly blue-ringed octopuses possess 
what might be the world’s most potent natural poison. 
Divers see them at many sites here, even right under the pier 
in five feet of water. 


Seahorses and Their Kin 

A one-half inch seahorse is taking the world by storm. 
Pygmy seahorses are undeniably cute and captivating, their 
tiny pot-bellied bodies covered with bumpy, red warts 
mimicking the polyps of the gorgonian on which they live. 
Rare and only recently discovered, they have been sighted 


in only a few places in the Indo-Pacific. No where seems to 
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hide as many pygmies as the Lembeh Strait area, where up 
to 25 individuals have been counted clinging to a single 
seafan. People are flying half way around the world for a 
look at this diminutive dynamo. Muck madness it is. 

At the Petting Zoo, Larry led me to a stately six-inch 
thorny seahorse wandering about a rope sponge garden in 
60 feet. Just up the silty slope was a resident pair of banded 
pipefish snaking back and forth, the male proudly display- 
ing a belly bulging with eggs. At Nudi Retreat I saw my first 
sea moth (aka Pegasus) waddling about the rubble, black 
proboscis protruding from a stocky, armored body from 
which sprouted bumble bee-like wings. At famed Hairball I 
photographed male and female robust ghost pipefish, levi- 
tating snout down, tail up, tattered palm fronds washing to 
and fro for all the world to overlook. 


Under the Cover of Darkness 

The daytime denizens of Lembeh Strait are weird 
enough. But when night drops her mantle and Stygian 
blackness claims the sluggish waters of the Strait, a new cast 
of characters takes the muck stage. My most disturbing 
nightmares couldn't have conjured forth a more frighten- 
ing apparition than the stargazer. With bulbous eyes and 
twisted-lip smile leering up from under the sand, its grim 
visage makes a charming picture. Another horror is the elu- 
sive bobbitt worm, a voracious predator armed with wicked 
spines used to hook and grasp its prey while the mandibles 
shred the victim food processor-style. Side-gilled slugs, 
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bubble shells and moon 


snails ooze slowly yet pur- 
posefully along in hot pursuit 
of mates, which they stalk by 
following a slime trail. 

Night dives proved excep- 
tionally productive right off 
KBR’s beach and at nocturnal 
favorites such as Aer Praeng 
or Nudi Falls. I witnessed 
octopus and cuttlefish attack- 
ing fish and was dive-bombed 
by frenzied squid. I found a four inch sole, black rimmed in 
red, which mimics a toxic flatworm. Decorator crabs wore 
such convincing costumes of sponge, algae and debris I’m 
certain I overlooked ten for each one recognized. Sponge 
crabs, mantis shrimp, furry armed “orangutan” crabs and 
zebra crabs nestled in long-spined sea urchins add to the list 
of the exotic crustaceans found in the region. 

Muck diving. It may not be a PADI specialty course yet, 
but it certainly is catching on fast. What is it? A compul- 
sion? Delirium? A trendy fad? Maybe all of these, but it’s 
also new, great fun, and for the critter hunter and/or pho- 
tographer, tremendously rewarding. It doesn’t appeal to 
everyone, but if “one beautiful coral reef begins to look like 
any other,’ the time could be ripe for a change. Time to dive 
somewhere that doesn’t look like it holds anything at all— 
a mud pit. = 


Left top: The hairy frogfish’s 
awkward, weedy growth 
cloaks it from casual 
observance. Left bottom: 
Seagrass ghost pipefish and 
mate. Top: Juvenile boxfish. 
Above: A snake eel with its 
symbiotic shrimp perched 
protectively on its cheek. 


For the last seven years | have been making the 
short three hour flight out of Los Angeles to 
explore the riches of the Sea of Cortez and Baja, 
California. | have made this trio every year without 
Kol MKoe-\-{-aualcaeolelearelelalmantelalacallicmel"e) (ale) (-mlaneatc 
Sea of Cortez. The possibilities of encountering 


schooling hammerhead sharks, whale sharks, 
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manta rays, dolphins, sea lions, and the thou 


of colorful reef Fish that live here keep me co Nin ae 


be one of my best vet. | was asked to find and 
interview the local divemasters, who dive day 
inand day out in this spectacular regian. 1° +$#=#= ‘anes 


had already befriended many divemas- 


ters From my previous trips and 
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heard some great stories, ee: ee 
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which dive sites were their 


Favorites, and get their best A giant Pacific manta soars 

beneath a group of snorkelers who 
are about to experience one of Baja’s 
insiders guide to Baja. ultimate big creature encounters. 


seq stories for a true 











Above: A light reducing cloud of bigeye 
scad darkens the waters. Left: Pilot 
whales slip through the deep indigo. 


La Paz Divemasters 

Nelson Cota, Javier Mora & Ricardo Fifield of the Cortez Club: These three 
have been diving for eight years and have worked around Baja as divemasters. 
When asked for their best sea story, they simultaneously answered, “schooling 
hammerheads.” 

Nelson’s favorite dive site for these sharks is Isla Las Animas, an island and 
group of pinnacles north of La Paz. Diving off the main island starts at the surface 
and continues down to 120 feet or more. Near the surface, balloonfish, damselfish, 
moorish idols and sea turtles can be spotted. Diving with the hammerheads is not 
for the beginning diver as they are often found at depths from 100 to 150 feet. 

Javier prefers Isla Los Islotes, a California sea lion rookery. Off the west end 
in the deeper water, you can find schools of barracuda and sardines and on 
occasion large groups of mobula rays or hammerheads. 

Ricardo, who ended up as my divemaster on this trip, prefers searching the El 
Bajo sea mounts for sharks. “Here,” he said, “you can just sit on the bottom (95 
feet) of the north mount and look up for sharks, billfish, schooling jacks and 
tuna that are sure to pass by.” 

Enrique Castillo of Scubaja: Enrique is the managing director and head dive- 
master for Scubaja, one of the newest operators in La Paz. He has been working 
in the La Paz area for ten years and decided two years ago that he would create 
Scubaja. Enrique said the wall dive at La Reinita is his favorite. Starting at about 
45 feet, the wall is covered with seafans, cup corals and schools of colorful reef 
fish. You can continue along the wall or descend and look for schooling ham- 
merheads and other large pelagics that may swim by. 

Alfredo Barroso of Baja Expeditions: Alfredo was born and raised in Cuba 
where he learned to dive. After watching Howard Hall’s film Shadows in a Desert 
Sea, Alfredo wanted to see hammerheads, and so he moved to La Paz in 1994. 
Alfredo’s two favorite dive sites are the El Bajo seamounts and the wreck of the 
Salvatierra. In five years of diving at El Bajo and the surrounding area, Alfredo has 
filmed sperm whales, orcas, false killer whales, pilot whales, dolphins, marlin, whale 
sharks, mantas, and, of course, hammerhead sharks. On the Salvatierra, there is an 
amazing abundance of fish and invertebrate life as well as gardens of black coral. 

Adria Rocio Lozano of Baja Quest: Rocio learned to dive in 1986 while learn- 
ing oceanography. In 1991, she moved to La Paz to lead adventure travel trips in 
the Sea of Cortez. She has three experiences that she puts at the top of her list. 
At Isla Las Animas, seven hammerhead sharks circled 20 feet from her and three 
other divers for half an hour. At another time, a friendly manta played with her 
for 40 minutes at Isla San Benedicto. Recently, 12 whale sharks gathered to feed 
in a 200 square yard area near La Paz. 































Happy to be part of it all—the 
divemasters of Baja. 


East Cape Divemasters 

Mark & Jennifer Rayor of Vista Sea Sport: A husband 
and wife team, Mark and Jennifer moved to Buena Vista 
eight years ago for retirement. After diving in the rich, beau- 
tiful waters of his new home, Mark decided to go back to the 
states, upgrade his divemaster rating to instructor and pur- 
chase enough dive gear to start Vista Sea Sport. Jennifer also 
became an instructor and partner in the business. 

Cabo Pulmo Marine Reserve is the highlight of East 
Cape and the only live hard coral reef system off North 
America’s west coast. Mark picked El Bajo de Los Morros, 
a drift dive and part of the reserve, as his favorite dive. This 
half mile expanse of hard corals has the best visibility in the 
area. Mark recalled an experience at the end of a guided 
tour when they heard porpoises and then watched them 
play around the divers. 

Jennifer told us of Punta Perico, an advanced diving area 
with large boulders at 65 to 70 feet that form monument- 
like rock formations with large swim-throughs and loads 
of reef fish. 

Cota Trasvina of Vista Sea Sport: Trasvina, known as 
“Chuy” by all the locals, was our captain the day we dived 
with Vista Sea Sport. Chuy started operating boats as a cap- 
tain and fisherman at age 13. Now 33, he is using 20 years of 
local reef knowledge to put divers on the best sites possible. 

El Bajo is his favorite dive site. He has fished it his entire 
life and has now found it to be an even better as a place for 
diving. One day, as he was looking around the blue waters 





during a safety stop, a large 
whale shark swam up to him 
/’ and waited for him to finish 
F his stop before moving on. 
Raphael Peyras of Vista Sea 
Sport: Raphael is a French div- 
ing instructor making his way 
around the seas to learn the 

names and habits of as many 
fish as possible. In the year 
Raphael has spent in Baja, he 
has logged more than 200 dives. 
He came to the Sea of Cortez in 
search of the large pelagics that 
frequent Gorda Banks, the home 
of “Senor Big.” Up to 100 school- 
ing hammerhead sharks can be found 
here, as well as dorado, marlin and 
sailfish, and humpback whales in the 
winter months. 


Cabo San Lucas 
Divemasters 
Hector Peredo Aquirre of 

Pacific Coast Divers: Hector’s 11 
year diving career started in the 
Gulf of Mexico, where he spent 
three years as a commercial diver. 
He moved to Cabo San Lucas to 
work as a divemaster. 

Like many of the divemasters in 
the area, when asked his favorite dive 
site, Gorda Banks took first place. 
Hector’s favorite dive at this site was on 
~Mother’s Day. The sea conditions that 
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An exhuberant Calif 


day were calm and incredibly clear. Just as they got down a 
short distance, a school of hundreds of hammerheads sur- 
rounded him and the other divers. After returning to the 
boat from the first dive, he went in for a snorkel, something 
he rarely does. Just after he entered the water, a 35 foot 


SKIN DIVER MAY 1999 63 





BAJA 


whale shark swam up and stayed 
around long enough for all the divers 
to hop in and enjoy. The day we dived 
Gorda Banks with Hector and Pacific 
Coast Divers we experienced a large 
school of hammerheads ourselves. 

Jorge Shulz Harp of J&R Divers: 
Jorge had the most years in diving of 
anyone we interviewed: 28 years as a 
diver, 14 years as a divemaster/in- 
structor and 10 years as owner/opera- 
tor of J&R Divers. 

He told us a little about the local 
diving. “...[many] Pacific fish species 
can be found in the Sea of Cortez, 
often in large schools.” This abun- 
dance of marine life is in large part 
due to the plankton rich waters. 
Sometimes, however, the masses of 
life-giving plankton can change dra- 
matically. The east side of Blow Hole 
is his favorite dive site. “Here you can 
run into turtles, schooling big eye 
jacks, groupers, and large Pacific man- 
tas. I also really like blue water diving 
off our deeper pinnacles in the winter 
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| Baya Expeditions, Inc. 
Established 1974, great diving, profession- 
al crews and tasty food. DON JOSE 
liveaboard diving in the Sea of Cortez, 
Whale Shark Expeditions and La Paz to 
Loreto trips. RIO RITA day boat. 
Complete packages at major La Paz hotels. 


619-581-3311 * Fax: 619-581-6542 


travel@bajaex.com ® www.bajaex.com 


months for humpback whales.” 
Devore Sherman and _ Victor 
Arriaga of Baja Dive: Tired of the 
busy city life in Los Angeles, Devore 
moved to Baja in 1983. In 1987, he 
moved to Cabo to work as a divemas- 
ter with the local operators. Devore is 
now the head divemaster and a part- 





and living in Cabo for 19 years. He 
chose The Point and The Shipwreck at 
Lands End as his favorites. Both can be 
visited on the same tank of air and both 
are loaded with schooling bait fish, 
California sea lions, moray eels and, on 
this particular trip, a large school of 
skip jack tuna feeding on bait fish. 


“Here 1 am diving af the 
Blow Hole and 1 hear the 
humpbacks singing behind 


me out 


ner in Baja Dive. His favorite site is 
Cabo Pulmo. “It’s simple,’ he said, 
“You have the coral reef, lots of fish, 
mantas, whale sharks, warm water, 
and decent visibility year-round.” 
Another Baja Dive employee, Victor 
Arriaga was the oldest divemaster we 
met in Cabo. Victor has been diving 
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Adventure at its very 
best! Unparalleled 
five-star luxury with 
La Paz’s only PADI - 
Gold Palm Resort 
with new equipment and high speed boats. 
Dive with the big life. 


888-607-3478 Us Sales 
+52-112-16120 © Fax: +52-112-16123 


jeurtiss@cortezclub.com * www.cortezclub.com 











in the blue.” 


Dustin Lohrman and Donna Juday 
of Underwater Diversions: Owner and 
operator of Underwater Diversions, 
Dustin moved to Cabo San Lucas to 
open his business six years ago. Dustin 
has been an instructor for seven years 
and has been diving since he was 13. He 
is now 25. Dustin now has three boats 
and specializes in diving his favorite 
dive site, Gorda Banks. 

Donna Juday had been diving for 
two years when she decided to move 
to Cabo from Phoenix, Arizona. 
Donna picked her favorite dive site 
and experience with ease. She said, 
“Here I am diving at the Blow Hole 
and I hear the humpbacks singing 
behind me out in the blue water. As I 
turn around to hear them better, I see 
that a pair are swimming by me. I’m 
sure you can imagine the shock and 
joy I felt that day.” 

Antonio Luevanos Godinez of 
Amigos Del Mar: Antonio has 20 
years of experience, many as a com- 
mercial diver and instructor. Having 
been in Cabo for the last 15 years, 
Antonio had more than his fair share 
of stories. His favorite dive site is the 
canyon that was once visited and 
made famous by the late Jacques-Yves 
Cousteau. Sand Falls is a small por- 
tion of a long wall that goes from the 
Arch, back in to the bay and ending at 
Pelican Rock. Large seafans, schools of 
fish, manta rays, eagle rays, and sharks 
are often spotted here. Antonio 
recalled sitting at a safety stop near the 
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SOLMAR SUITES 


The Best of Cabo! Solmar Suites: Luxury property 
on a private beach walking distance from town 
and dive store. Amigos Del Mar: PADI facility. 
Most comfortable dive boats in Cabo. 

Service and Safety our motto. 


800-344-3349 


www.amigosdelmar.com 
caboresort@aol.com 


PACIFIC COAST ADVENTURES 


Largest staff of bilinqual instructors. 
Customized dive trips/small groups. 

Cabo’s only PADI 5-star IDC facility | 
Japanese/Spanish/English plus new NITROX! = 
Phone: 011 52 114 31070 Fax: 011 52 114 31560 
Web: www.pacificcoastadv.com = g 

Email: pcatemo@cabonet.net.mx 


800-476-3483 


HOTEL CABO SAN LUCAS 


“Latin/Central America’s Leading 
Resort—1998” World Travel Award. “The 
Gold List” and one of “top 50 tropical 
resorts in the world” by Condé Nast 
Traveler magazine. 

Fax: 323-655-3243 

Web: www.hotelcabo.com 


800-733-2226 
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Email: neptunedivers 


owned PADI 5-Star most comfortable dive 
boat in Cabo San Lucas. Custom 40’ freshwa- 
ter shower—plenty of shade. Committed to 
customer service and satisfaction. 

Phone: 52-114-34004 Fax: 949-728-1046 


PLAZA LAS GLORIAS 


There's no place better to enjoy the dive action 

of Cabo than from your room at the Plaza Las 

Glorias. Set up your dive excursion at our on- 

site dive shop and meet the boat at the marina, 

just steps away. Enjoy the view from our landmark, lighthouse restaurant 
or relaxing, oceanside beach club. We've got it all waiting for you. 

Fax: 281-448-0417 Email: info@mtmcorp.com 

Web: http://hotel.sidek.com.mx/ 


800-515-4321 


@cabotel.com.mx. 


Address: Plaza Las Glorias 
Local A-14 
Cabo San Lucas, 
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FOR FLIGHT INFORMA ATION 
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SEA OF CORTEZ. 
THE GREATEST DIVE 
EXPERIENCE ON EARTH. 


For the experience of a lifetime, join the professional and friendly crew aboard the 
112 foot luxury live-aboard Solmar V. Equipped with private bath, shower, 
TV/VCR in every stateroom and air-conditioned throughout, we offer beginner to 
advanced trips out of Cabo San Lucas, Baja California. We're only a short flight 
from most U.S. cities, so you can experience our unparralled marine life encoun- 
ters without having. to travel half way around the world. Call for Giant Mantas, 
Hammerheads, Dolphins, Humpback Whales, Whale Sharks and more. 


1-800-344-3349 


(310) 459-9861 ¢ FAX: (310) 454-1686 


http://www.solmar.com 
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Arch end of the wall when a giant 
Pacific manta appeared and stayed 
around until being moved out by a 
whale shark who was also curious 
about the divers. 

Scott Sunddy of the M/V Solmar 
V: Scott is probably the most well 
known divemaster in Cabo and is 
referred to by all who know him as 
“Scott Ray.” He has been diving for 12 
years. Scott spent 260 days last year 
on the live-aboard dive boat Solmar 
V. He has identified and helped edu- 
cate others in identifying more than 
117 giant Pacific mantas. 

The Solmar V specializes in live- 
aboard dive trips to the Islas Revilla- 
gigedos. The four islands, Isla San 
Benedicto, Isla Socorro, Isla Roca 
Partida, and Isla Clarion, lie 250 
miles south of Cabo San Lucas. Scott 
told me of his favorite dive site and 
dives. “...Isla Roca Partida...has to be 
my favorite. I know of eight species of 
sharks that live here. I have counted 
seven species of sharks at one time 
during a dive. I have seen the rare 
porbeagle shark as well. Another time 
I had 50 dolphins swim by, including 
a rare albino....” Scott also mentioned 
that for those looking for mantas, 
The Boiler at Isla San Benedicto is 
pretty much a guarantee. 

Axel Witteveen of Tio Sports: Axel 
is a Belgian who made his way to 
Cabo San Lucas. His favorite dive site 
is Land’s End. “There is so much 
diversity—lobsters, rays, turtles, and 
schooling fish. The energy in the 
water is awesome. There is also a fish- 
ing boat wreck that has seafans and 
gorgonians that are magnificent...” 

John Fox of Cabo Aquadeportes: 
John’s parents, John and Molly Fox, 
started one of the first diving opera- 
tions in Cabo and became the first 
NAUI Pro facility. Today, John Jr. is 
running the family business. John’s 
favorite site is deep under Pelican 
Rock, a wall that is seldom dived due 
to its depth. Pelagics, schooling fish, 
seafans and the unknown are easily 
found here. He calls this dive The 
Church. He feels as though you can 
be touched by God when diving along 
his favorite wall. = 
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give Way fo sizzling nightlife and the finest of gourmet dining. 


ONTRAST our small Mexican lillage flavor with a menu of 
ary resort options that rivals anywhere on earth, 


“COOL DOWN inan underwater adventure that features 
colorful fishlife, sealions and whale sharks. 


hol SIDER. coming during the action-packed Fall Dive Fiests 
November 5-15 where everyday is a party you wont want fo miss. Mares 
will be featuring Free gear demos. SeaLife Reefmaster Cameras will be on 
hand for point and shooting underwater and topsides. 


CONTEST —Oce you return home, submit one photo with a 100 
words explaining why that shot captures Cabo for you, along with your 
home address and phone number fo Cabo Fall Dive Fiesta, c/o Skin Diver 
Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blud., 18th Floor, L.A, CA 90048-5515. Winners will 
be awarded Mares dive equipment, SeaLife Reefmaster Cameras, Princeton 
Tec dive lights and return trips to Los Cabos including airfare compliments 
of Continental Airlines. 


om ORE INFORM oe a All entries will become the property of Los Cabos Tourist Board and will be judged by on creativity 
Poe and originality by December 15, 1999. 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK FREHSEE 


Day Tripping 


A dolphin dive off Anthony’s Frequently emerging from 
Key gives divers a thrilling the blue waters off Utila, whale sharks 
and up close encounter. are unmistakable and unforgettable. 


We follow in the wake of creatures large and small 


The diligent observer will find. ar | . 
of tunicates, such as this-orange-lipped =, 
_ lunicate, off the Cochinos.and Utita. & 
ite : ree : 


‘ 


Yi ee 





the Bay 


IsLanas 





The Jado Trader providesafun ——=— 
diversion from the reefs and is 
jam-packed with marine creatures. 


on singular adventures in a sea of biodiversity. 





e left the resort dock early and for the next hour and 
eO minutes | was almost lulled back to sleep by the 
hum of the triple jet drives. Behind us the lush hilly 


spine of Roatan began to shrink on the horizon. The bow of 
our dive boat was pointed toward a group of tiny isLands—the 
Cochinos or Hog Islands, so called because the English pirates 
of the 17th century stocked them with hogs for fresh meat. 


Today there are no hogs and very few people. The 
reefs surrounding this stunningly beautiful archipel- 
ago produce an amazing assortment of the most 
unique and unusual marine life in the Caribbean; the 
potential for macrophotography here is amazing. 

Getting to really know the diving in the Bay Islands 
is what frequent day trips are all about. Anthony’s Key 
Resort can visit a selection of great dive destinations, 
extending their range to include—in addition to 
I Xoyee-Dole-DoCeid atcm @rorel ebbeCoK wea nol] ommmndatcmtSt-tevelwe) mm Olal te 
Barbareta, and even Guanaja. 





The Bay Islands of Honduras consist of three major 
islands, three smaller islands and approximately 60 tiny 
keys. Closer to the Central American mainland, and 
officially separate from the Bay islands, is the ring- 
shaped cluster of the Cochinos. At first glance, the div- 
ing here is typically Caribbean, but with more time and 
a closer look, its uniqueness and individuality appear. 

The main string of islands, which includes Utila, 
Roatan and Guanaja and the smaller islets of Helene, 
Morat and Barbareta, are the exposed spine of an 
underwater mountain range. Off one side of these 


SKIN DIVER MAY 1999 69 


The best way to fly to Belize 
is now the best way 
to Dive Belize 
(a PP 


oS 





GRUPO TACA offers ADVENTURE IN BELIZE | DESTINOS VACATIONS 
more non-stop daily Includes round trip provides unique and 


airfare, transfers, hotel, ; 
. flights to Central bioabfast: 8.chaner affordable dive packages 

















a America from 2 days diving (5 tanks), | to Belize, 
wg the United States 1 day inland tour Costa Rica 
and Canada than 4 nights from $875* and the Bay 
all U.S. airlines per person, Islands of 
combined. Bee Oe eeaiey Honduras. 


1-888-DEST-501 


DESTIN@GS 
VACATIONS 


RARE OC Es caver uy ese % 


*From Miami; Call for prices from other gateways. 
Some restrictions apply, prices subject to change without notice. 


AW eT COA LACS.A ° NICA ° TAlCw 


Bridge the gap with 


DIVERS Quality training since Lise 
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) « Hyperbaric Chamber Operation — 
| » Underwater Welding & Burning 
« Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 


« Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics — 


= Federal Financial Assistance 
for Qualified Students 
» Approved for Veterans Training 


CALL TODAY 
1-800-238-DIVE 
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islands is the Bartlett Trench, which 
at thousands of feet deep is one of the 
deepest basins in the entire Carib- 
bean. This makes for steep, nearshore 
reefs, mountainous coral pinnacles, 
and extensive wall diving. The drop- 
off often begins in only 25 feet of 
water on both sides of the islands. 
However, Utila and the Cochinos 
Islands are on the continental shelf 
where seamounts are formed. From 
one island to the next, there is more 
individuality and difference in the © 
diving than you might expect. 

The single underwater theme that 
weaves its way through all the Bay 
Islands is biodiversity. Here can be 
found 64 of the 65 stony coral species 
known throughout the Caribbean. 
There are more different sizes and 
types of sponges than elsewhere in 
the Caribbean. Common to most Bay 
Island reefs are groupers and rock- 
hinds, stands of pillar corals, deep 
clefts and canyons between mon- 
strous coral heads, and black coral. 
Special to these reefs are huge coral 
crabs, white cup sponges and yellow- 
orange and white fuzzy soft corals. 

Our trip to Cochinos added a 
unique creature to my list of special 
photo subjects. Between Cochinos 
Grande and Cochinos Pequeno is a 
nearly continuous shallow shelf 
where several moorings have been 
installed. Along this shelf we first 
found several sailback blennies who 
raised their oversized dorsal fins peri- 
odically in full display. Next we found 
several different nudibranchs, one no 
more than one-half inch long, which 
none of us could identify. Every- 
where along the shelf were grape-like 
clusters of purple tunicates, common 
to Cochinos and Utila. If you are a 
tunicate freak and look diligently, you 
will find at least four species, includ- 
ing bluebell, pink-lipped and orange- 
lipped varieties. On the way back to 
the boat we found an octopus crawl- 
ing along the reef in the daylight. 

The general visibility in the 
Cochinos Islands is good but not 


Divers Academy of the Eastern Seaboard, Inc. = 
2500 Broadway = Camden, Nj 08104. (609) 966 1871 
/www.diversacademy.com 


spectacular. However, since the rea- 
sons for diving here are almost total- 
ly related to marine life, sightseeing 





70 SKIN DIVER MAY 1999 





Anthony’s Key Resort 


Anthony’s Key Resort is on 
Roatan’s northwest shore. For the 
first time in AKR’s 28 year history, 
the resort was closed for several 
months recently for renovations in 
the wake of Hurricane Mitch. 
Sixteen bungalows on the key have 
been completely replaced and are 
air-conditioned. Now there is also 
more beach area on the lagoon side 
of the key. 

AKR’s dive operation includes air 
and nitrox fills, an hyperbaric cham- 
ber complex, a complete instruc- 
tional program and facility, and a 
photo/video shop, all on the main 
island dock. Professional instructors 
offer training all the way through to 
Instructor Development Courses. 

An ancillary operation to AKR is 
the Dolphin Encounter program, 
part of the educational offerings 
created and administrated by the 
Roatan Institute for Marine 
Sciences. At the eastern end of the 
resort property and on Bailey’s Key, 
RIMS features a dry lab, wet lab, 
dolphin areas, and the Roatan 
Museum. Four different dolphin 
programs are offered: the Dolphin 
Swim, Dolphin Dive, a Dolphin 
Camp for youngsters, and a Dol- 
phin Specialty Course for adults. 

Standard trips are serviced by a 
fleet of 42 to 44 foot island-built 
custom dive boats. The optional 
specialty dives are hosted aboard a 
new fleet of custom built Pro 48 
triple jet drive vessels. 

For reservations and information, 
contact Bahia Tours at (800) 227- 
3483, (954) 929-0090, fax (954) 
922-7478, visit the website at 
www.anthonyskey.com or e-mail 
akr@gate.net. 


and photography is close to the reef. 
Paul Humann’s fish and invertebrate 
I.D. books have more than a few pho- 
tos from the Cochinos Islands. 

On another occasion we opted for 
the special day trip to Utila. The 
northern reefs are precipitous and sim- 
ilar to Roatan while the southern reefs, 
on the shelf and close to the island, are 
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WE TAKE RADIO TO NEW DEPTHS! 


Join Greg The Divemaster and Diver Dick for the latest dive news and interviews with 
interesting people known throughout the dive industry! | 
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new equipment, live-aboards, shark diving and more! 


LISTEN AND WIN BIG PRIZES! 
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bank reefs and pinnacles. 

Once, in Utila, I was fortunate to 
photograph an odd-looking bottom 
dwelling fish called the northern 
stargazer. According to the fish books, 
this species is not found south of Palm 
Beach, Florida. I have never found 
another example in the Bay Islands, 
but at least one stargazer never read 
the book. Another special find on the 
shallow bank reefs of Utila are sea- 
horses of two colorations, mottled 
brown-black and _ orange-brown. 
Again, unless you know just where to 
look, they will have to be located by 
your divemaster. 

Size runs the gamut in Utila, which 
is fast becoming known as the “whale 
shark capital of the Caribbean.” There 
are no guarantees, of course; after 
three visits to Utila, we sighted three 
whale sharks during a single day. 
There is a specific technique for find- 
ing them on a clear and calm day, and 
snorkeling is the only way to keep up 
with them for an unforgettable expe- 
rience or photograph. 

The diving around Barbareta is 
another specialty excursion. Barb- 
areta features some of the prettiest 
underwater scenery in the Bay Is- 
lands. Along the Barbareta Wall are 
some of the largest barrel sponges I 
have ever seen. Dives along this wall 
often produce encounters with big 
schools of jacks, chubs and spadefish. 

Another specialty day trip under- 
taken by AKR is to Guanaja for sites 
and subjects such as the distinctive 
Black Rock Canyons and the Jado 
Trader, the largest shipwreck in the 
Bay Islands, and a variety of interest- 
ing sites toward the east end of 
Roatan. This latter trip is quite spec- 
tacular and not far from the resort. A 
special dive site is Dolphin’s Den, 
which provides a maze of swim- 
throughs from the inside to the out- 
side of the main reef. 

A slide program is offered each 
week at Anthony’s Key on the great 
variety of subject matter found on 
standard and specialty dive sites visit- 
ed from the resort. Now, there is more 
to be seen and experienced in the Bay 
Islands than ever before. = 
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EXPERIENCED DIVER PROGRAM 
New e Intermediate e Advanced ¢ and 
Select Fast Boat Diving 


* Free unlimited shore tanks 

* Free lodging upgrade with daily 
Continental breakfast (space available) 

* Free EDP Mask Strap for every diver 

* Free airport/hotel transfers 

* Free 20% food & beverage discount 

* Best diving service in Cozumel 


4 night package from 
$395 


Includes three days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and FREE beach tanks. 


7 night package from 
$670 


Includes five days of 2-tank boat diving, 
tax, and FREE beach tanks. 


Jennifer 





Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http://www.islandream.com 
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Snorkel divers are treated like ist p> 
class citizens at Anthony's Key: Our 
new 51' flat-top dive-cruiser is dedi- 
cated to snorkel tours inside and 
outside the reef. 
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been redesigned to 
provide expanded beach 
areas located on both 
sides of the boat dock. 
Key bungalows face the 
tradewinds, open ocean 
or sunset. 


ROATAN °¢ BAY ISLANDS *- HONDURAS 


For Reservations and information call Bahia Tours - 1-800-227-3483 / 954-929-0090 / fax 954-922-7478 
http://www.anthonyskey.com = email: akr@gate.net 
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2 Marine Parade, P.O. Box 321, Belize City, Belize, C.A. 
or call us at 501-2-33333 ° | ¢ Fax 501-2-73820 
E-mail: rdfgh@bdl.net © www.radissonbelize.com 





© SD/AD 1999 


FAX 954- 351-9740, 
E-mail: tidivers@gate.net 
http: ://www. tidivers.com 
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Filefish. 


A white face monkey. 


Shades 


New diver, John Von 
Passenheim, and his 
instructor explore the reef. 


of blue and green effortlessly meld in a place so chock 

















_ My latest diving safari led me and three 
4 friends to a terrific area known as Golfo 
_ De Papagayo. There we chose to rent a 
couple of 4WD trucks to drive to Playa 
' Hermosa. Playa Hermosa is centrally 
_ located and surrounded by neighboring 
' cities providing lots of options for enter- 
'tainment, outdoor activities and, of 
| course, excellent diving. Once settled, we 
arranged to dive with several local dive 
| operators over the next week. On this trip, 
' two of my traveling companions were 
divers and a third was not. John, the non- 
_ diver in the group, had always been curi- 
| ous about scuba diving but had never pur- 
_ sued it. With some gentle prodding, John 
_ agreed to give scuba diving a try. 

1 We took John to Bill Beard’s Diving 
| Safaris where we met with Andrea, an 
_ instructor who has travelled and taught for 
q several years. There he enrolled in an 


introductory scuba experience course. The 
intro is a condensed scuba course where 
equipment use and safety are taught in a 
pool in the morning, followed by open 
ocean diving in the afternoon. 

That morning we went diving at two 
local sites while John learned how to scuba 
dive back at the hotel. We came in from 
our morning dives to pick up Andrea and 
John who would be joining us for the 
afternoon dives. For John’s first ocean 
dive, Andrea picked Los Meros, “a shallow 
dive that has it all,” she said. We anchored 
off a shallow mound of rocks that started 
not far below the surface and bottomed 
out at 40 feet on a sand bed. We donned 
our gear and hopped overboard, anxious 
to see the marine life and our friend’s first 
scuba dive. John was a little apprehensive 
at first. He wasn’t sure about trusting his 
tank and regulator to supply him with air 


Left: A jewel moray peeks out from its hiding place. Right: Parrotfish are a common sighting. 


full of adventure that one can slip beneath the waves... 
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in this new environment. He got a little winded from try- 
ing to hold on to a little of his last breath of air before tak- 
ing a new one. Then John realized that he only needed to 
relax a little and he too could swim freely through the water 
like the rest of us. It didn’t take long before he relaxed and 
enjoyed the richness and beauty of the reefs we visited. 
After one day of diving, John announced that he would 
continue his dive training and get his open water certifica- 
tion when he returned. 

The following days of our trip were spent exploring our 
surroundings. I managed to get a dive trip out to Catalina 
Island, one of the more desirable dive areas in the area. 
Huge schools of fish, manta rays, eagle rays and reef sharks 
are but a few of the highlights of diving here. We heard 
good things about Bat Island, but were unable to make it 
there. Reaching either island is weather dependent and 
costs a few extra dollars because the boat rides are twice as 
far as those to the local dive sites. On the day I spent at 
Catalina Island, the other travelers drove down the coast a 
short distance to Tamarindo, a laid-back fishing village that 
is well known for its surf. Tamarindo’s river mouth breaks, 


beach breaks and reef breaks provide new and seasoned 
surfers with consistent waves year-round. 

It didn’t take long for us to realize that we would not be 
able to enjoy all of Costa Rica’s adventures and we started 
planning our return to Costa Rica. My short list for the 
next trip down would include a visit to the Arenal volcano, 
river rafting and a trip to Coco Island, Costa Rica’s premier 
dive destination. For the more adventurous travelers, a 
canopy trip should not be missed. Imagine a bird’s eye view 
of Costa Rica’s rain forest. Special platforms and ropes 
combined with traditional rock climbing equipment allow 
for safe travel from treetop to treetop. 

Getting to Costa Rica is made simple by flights from sev- 
eral U.S. cities. Continental and LACSA airlines are two of 
the more popular carriers that have flights into Costa Rica’s 
capital city of San Jose. From San Jose you have your choice 
of driving to the Caribbean coast or the Pacific coast for 
scuba diving and snorkeling. If you're not into diving, you 


We donned cur gear and 
hopped overboard, 
GNXI0HUS 10 $6 OU 


friend 5 first scuba dive. 


Getting Gtarted 


Bill Beard's Diving Safaris 
in Costa Rica 
P.O. Box 121, Playas del Coco 
Guanacaste, Costa Rica 5019 


Phone: 011(506) 672-0012 
Fax: 011(506) 672-0231 
E-mail: diving@sol.rasca.co.cr 
Website: www.diving-safaris.com 


In the U.S.A 
Phone: (800) 779-0055 
Fax: (954) 351-9740 
email: billbeard@gate.net 


can head out to one of many other fascinating areas in 
Costa Rica for a different kind of adventure. Either way, 
Costa Rica won't leave you disappointed. 7 


amid clouds of reef fish tn the morning. and spend rhe 


afternoon flushing butterflies from their treetop hideours. 
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Imagine island hopping ‘The Bahamas, diving only the 
favorite spots of the most experienced divemasters. 
One dive after another of nothing but the best! That 
a trip that would be! We could start in the 


vom Walker's tp Say Sia 


oe | Abacos; then-drop. down to. Nassau before cross- 
pec ing over to ‘Eleuthera and swinging along the 
4 
‘Exumas and around the southern Bahamas. 


Then it would be on to Andros, ‘Bimini and 





Grand Bahama. At every stop we would dive 
those special places that have earned five stars, 
ae a big asterisk or a turned-down page in the 
Pe logbooks of people who.have seen it all. 
"aad ‘That’ the trip I pictured recently at the 
‘Diving ‘Equipment and Marketing 
| Association (DEM) trade show in New 
ae | Orleans when I looked. down ‘The 
‘Bahamas aisle and saw booth after booth 
of ‘Bahamas dive operators and divemas- 
ters. ‘These are the insiders of Bahama div- 
ing, a select group with a vast pool of 
knowledge about all the secret spots below 
the surface. This was the perfect chance to 
find out where to dive on a ‘Bahamas 
dream trip, so I decided to ask each of 
them the same question, “Of all the dives 
é 


you've made in ‘The Bahamas, which one 


is your favorite?” 
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urely to give our trip a logical itinerary, I started in 
the northern Bahamas, at the western edge of the 

Abacos, and traveled in a clockwise circle, ending up at 
Grand Bahama. This put Walker’s Cay in the lead off posi- 
tion, so I headed for Barry Albury, the assistant manager at 
Walker’s Cay Undersea Adventures. 

“My favorite,’ Barry said, “is definitely Shark Rodeo, 
held at a site we call Spiral Cavern. We've been doing 
Rodeo at Walker’s since 1979 and the dive just keeps getting 
better. We...gradually developed the current ‘chumsicle. 
This frozen treat keeps the sharks real happy without get- 


Hees 
Clings to a 
_ coral reef. 


ting them too excited. Divers swim freely about during the 
dive; this lets everyone have a good look....after the Rodeo 
you have a great bond with sharks, a feeling of respect...” 

About 60 miles east of Walker’s Cay, we come to Green 
Turtle Cay, home to some of the friendliest people you'll 
ever meet. One of them is Brendal Stevens, owner of 
Brendal’s Dive Shop International. 

“My favorite,” Brendal told me, “is a dive called Coral 
Caverns. It’s like an underwater Grand Canyon. The dive 
starts right at the surface among the elkhorn corals and 
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drops down a sand channel that exits on the face of the wall 
at about 65 feet....what makes this dive so special, at least 
for me, is the fishlife. There’s a ton of grouper, including 
one 60 pound monster we call Goom Bay, who usually 
comes out to greet the divers. Spotted eagle rays are always 
in the area and we’ve even seen them mating on several 
occasions in the winter and spring. Big silver tarpon gath- 
er in schools along the canyon walls, feeding on the silver- 
sides in the summer....We often come across two or three 
reef sharks in the course of a dive here, too.” 

Continuing to the east, we come to Marsh Harbor on Great 
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Abaco, where Keith Rodgers owns and operates Dive Abaco. 
Keith’s favorite dive is a dramatic spot called The Towers. 
“It’s a collection of four broad pinnacles,” he told me, “that 
rise up from the sand bottom at 60 feet to within 20 feet of 
the surface....A pair of pet groupers always greets us early 
in the dive: and escorts us the rest of the way around the 
reef. In the summer, the caves are packed so full of silver- 
sides that it’s like swimming through some kind of living 
silver soup. All year long we see spotted eagle rays and sea 
turtles. Caribbean reef sharks are usually around too, since 





we have a feeding station not too far away.” 

| : Ricardo Davis, a boat captain and divemaster at the 
| ~ Abaco Beach Dive Center also on Great Abaco, grew up in 
, — Marsh Harbour. 

j Ricardo’s favorite is the wreck of the Deborah K., a 160 foot 


freighter sunk as an artificial reef in July 1997. The ship sits 

upright in about 120 feet of water with two masts extending 

f upward to within 30 feet of the surface. “Photographers love 

| 7 this dive,” said Ricardo, “because the visibility is usually 75 to 
: 100 feet and the current is rarely difficult. There are enough 
| 7 corals and sponges starting to grow on the hull to give it some 


Divers peer into 
the. pilot house of 
Theo’s Wreck off 
Grand Bahama. 
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color, but it still has a ghostly appearance that looks great in 
photos. The entire superstructure is intact, and there is easy 
access to the wheelhouse and crew quarters. The big pro- 
peller, which is missing one blade, is still attached to the ship, 
hanging clear of the bottom between the hull and rudder.” 

Our next stop is Nassau’s Bahama Divers, in the heart of 
town, just across from Paradise Island. Abaco born Leroy 
Lowe joined Bahama Divers in 1978 and spent the next 12 
years running boats and making three dives a day before 
becoming the managing director. 


“I dived the Lost Blue Hole for the first time around 
1982,” Leroy said, “and it has always been my favorite. 
There is a special magic to the place, maybe because it is so 
different from any other dive. You just never know what 
youre going to see inside.... The top of the hole is at 35 feet, 
surrounded by sand dotted with numerous coral heads. 
Stingrays can always be found sleeping in the sand or 
searching for food.... The hole itself is more than 200 feet in 
diameter and 200 feet deep. A series of ledges start around 
60 feet down and at 70 feet there are some interesting caves 
that extend back 25 or 30 feet into the wall. Sharks seem to 








Scooters propel divers past sponge 
and coral covered Shark Wall. 


Snorkelers enjoy Bimini’s calm, 
crystalline water. eae 


be attracted to Lost Blue Hole, and several species may turn 
up on any particular day.” 

On the other side of New Providence we meet a dive 
instructor from the other side of the world, Junko 
Yamaguchi of Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean. Her favorite 
is Shark Wall. 

“The clear blue water really gives you the feeling of flying 
here,’ June told me, “and the wall is filled with color. It’s a live- 
ly, dynamic place with bold purple tube sponges, bright green 
sponges, swaying soft corals and mounds of beautiful star 
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You won't find a better diving value. We aig an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On a typical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to enjoy: 
© 3 dives a day island exploration ¢ fishing © sailing 
© shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving ¢ lazy days 


* Blackbeard’s 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 


http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com ¢ e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
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and brain corals. 
Tiger and nassau 
groupers will swim 
right up to you.... 
And, of course, there 
are the sharks. They 
are fed not far from 
here, so we always 
find them cruising 
the wall...” 

Bahamian born 
Derek Tozer grew up 
in England but re- 
turned to the islands 
12 years ago to pur- 
sue a career as an 
instructor and shark 
feeder at Nassau 
Scuba Centre. 

“My favorite is the 
Shark Suit Adven- 
ture,’ Derek - said. 
“This is a two-tank 
dive we started two 
years ago....[he first 
dive is a training dive, 
to get accustomed to 
the [chain mail shark] 
suit. On the second 
dive, the diver gets to 
feed the sharks with a 
pole spear and assist me 
while I hand feed them. 
I love to see the initial 
fear and uncertainty 
people feel...give way to 
exhilaration....There’s 
no other way to get so 
close and to interact 
with so many sharks.” 

From Nassau we head 
northeast to meet Rich- 
ard Rowe of Valentine’s Dive Center 
on Harbour Island. 

Richard’s all time favorite is White 
Hole, a superb section of reef at the 
northern end of Eleuthera. “White 
Hole gets its name from the extreme 
whiteness of the sand that surrounds 
the big coral heads,” he said. “The 
depth is only 50 feet and the whole 
reef is bright and colorful because of 
the clear water and reflected sunlight. 
The coral heads rise 10 or 12 feet from 
the bottom, providing lots of habitat 
for fish...we also see larger animals like 


a Brendal Stevens 
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spotted eagle rays, hawksbill turtles 
and Caribbean reef sharks, too. 
Several really nice swim-throughs 
provide a bit of navigational chal- 
lenge, but this is an easy, relaxing dive. 
There is almost never any current and 
the surface conditions are generally 
calm. I think it’s the most enjoyable 
dive in The Bahamas.” 

In the five years that Mark Bailey has 
been with Blackbeard’s Cruises, he has 
seen a lot of the beautiful underside of 
The Bahamas. As captain of Black- 
beard’s live-aboard catamaran, Cat 
Ppalu, he has the chance to see the truly 
superb dive spots. His favorite is Dog 
Rocks Wall, on the northern end of the 
Exuma island chain. 

“The dive starts at 35 feet,” he said, 
“descending through a maze of coral 
with many cuts. The wall starts at 85 
feet near the spot where a pinnacle rises 
adjacent to the wall. As you swim south 
along the wall you come to a large 
swim-through lined with sponges and 
swarming with silversides. The light 
streaming in from above gives the effect 
of the sun coming through the stained 
glass windows of a church....The life 
here is incredible. You can see every- 
thing from big spotted eagle rays to tiny 
regal sea goddess nudibranchs.” 

The island of San Salvador, thought 
to be Columbus’ first landfall in the 
New World, is our next stop. Chris Mc- 
Laughlin, the dive operations and 
photo manager at Riding Rock Inn 
Resort and Marina chose Telephone 
Pole as his favorite. 

“The visibility is so good that it’s 
easy to see everything. There is an 
humongous purple gorgonian nearby 
that has been photographed so many 
times it has become a signature of the 
site....To the right, the wall gives way 
to a huge sand slope, to the left is a 
long stretch of lovely wall to explore. 
Everyone sees something different on 
this dive, from scalloped hammer- 
heads and hawksbill turtles to nudi- 
branchs and lobsters.” 

Far from the lights of any big city, 
near Conception Island, we hook up 
with Kristen Zirkle, the second captain 
and dive instructor aboard the live- 
aboard Bottom Time II. According to 
Kristen (“Kaz”), nothing beats Anchor 
Wall off Conception Island. 
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‘For more than 20 years we have been exploring the reefs, 
wrecks and coral walls of Nassau. During this time we have dis- 
covered the best of what Nassau has to offer. So whether you're 
visiting us for the first time or returning for the 100th time, we 
always have something new and unique to amaze and thrill you.” 


e Walls, Wrecks and Reefs e Shark Awareness Specialty 


¢ Movie Sites - James Bond, Splash, Course 

Flioper * Enriched Air-NITROX Training 
¢ Wall Flying™ - Underwater Scooter & Diving 

Adventure e World's 1st Rebreather 


Training Resort 
* Nassau's Only Full Service 
U/W Photo Center 


e Shark Adventure™ Dives 
¢ Out Island Seafaris to Andros Island 
e Snorkeling Programs 
© Discover Diving Resort Courses 
° Open Water Certifications quem Located at the beautiful 
¢ Advanced Open Water Training || | Clarion - New Providence 
” § Packages starting at 
$ 

m Adays/3nights 
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Dive South eof “=4 
833-783-2683 ©" 
Fax 954-524-5925 


in Nassau: 362-4171 
www.stuartcove.com 


Nassau ° Bahamas 
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“This is one of the deeper walls,” she 
said, “starting around 75 feet and 
dropping off into infinity... The visibil- 
ity is always great so you get the feeling 
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| “A different Kind 6 


The gambling 


NexTon Divine CRuisés 
(800) 899-6753 ® (954) 463-9324 * www.nektoncruises.com | 





of flying through narrow mountain 
passes. The wall is packed with corals 
and sponges. I try to keep an eye out to 
the blue side, because that’s where the 
sharks and eagle rays go swimming 
past. The name of the dive comes from 
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the anchor that is encrusted into the 
coral near the top of the wall.” 

Stella Maris Resort on Long Island, 
founded 30 years ago by Joerg Friese 
and his partners, is a place for divers 
who appreciate the natural beauty of 
the islands. Joerg’s favorite is Light- 
house Point Wall at 
Conception Island. 

“We usually see 
three to five sharks at 
a time here,” said 
Joerg, “and two or 
three turtles. We 
always see southern 
stingrays, spotted 
eagle rays, and 
schools of barracuda 
and blue parrotfish. 
At least once a year 
during the last six 
years our divers have 
had the great plea- 
sure of diving with 
whale sharks here.... 
Lighthouse Point 
Wall is a_ special 
place because of its 
unspoiled coral and 
sponges....” 

Heading west and 
north, we continue 
to the Exumas, stop- 
ping at George 
Town on_ Great 
Exuma to dive with 
Johnny and Connie 
Dey, owners of the 
Exuma Dive Center. 
Johnny’s favorite is 
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a place simply called | 
The Wall. A Kristin Zirkle 
“This dive is 


only six miles from 
the shop,” Johnny 
said, “and the visi- 
bility is forever. 
The top of the reef 
is about 80 feet 
down and the wall 
drops from there 
to about 6,000 feet 
in one big step. At 
about 100 feet, the 
face of the wall 
has caverns you 
can drive a truck through, and we 
always encounter interesting animals 





around them—sharks, mantas, 


morays, jewfish and, sometimes, bull | | tle QLAND 


sharks resting on the bottom... 


Small Hope Bay Lodge is on Andros a 
Island, the largest Bahamian island. | | 
This is where we'd find Mike Hornby, | | “Bill, Nowdla, and the staff at Bimi 


a dive instructor. His favorite is Undersea made the vacation 
Church Windows. forme... Its people 

“This is an extended range dive,’ he | } — ve them a é 

make this oe 
said, “where the wall starts at 110 feet. | | such an 
It’s on the Tongue of the Ocean where enjoyable sport.” 
the maximum depth is about 6,000 | | ~Annette Wilson, Larkspur, CA. 
feet. This is a decompression dive, 
descending to a large coral head at 90 
feet. From there a line is followed over 
the wall to a large horizontal opening at 
225 feet. The cavern is lined with black | 
corals and crinoids and is normally i, m. Bill&S KEEFE 3 days/2 nights from $219.00 
filled with silversides. A vertical shaft of x ye ey A | 8 days/7 nights from $752.00 
light cuts through the cavern, impart- Sa. .- 2 " 
ing the feel of a great cathedral.” >. axe) PT) KEE ce > Bi aoe Pahsic: 

South Bimini is the home of Scuba 
Bimini Dive Center and Hyram Rolle, 
our guide for this dive. 

Hyram’s favorite dive is a drift dive at 
the Continental Shelf. Only a half mile 
from South Bimini, this dive takes place 
along the edge of the Gulf Stream. “The 
lip of the continental shelf is 135 to 140 


Explore reefs, wrecks, and experience 
the thrill of swimming with Bimini’s wild dolphins. 


Dive packages include three dives daily, night dives, tanks, weights, 
hotel accommodations, and ground transfers. 


305-653-5572 www.biminiundersea.com 










Celebrating our 20th year of friendly, 
personalized, professional service in 
Marsh Harbour ¢ Scuba and snorkeling 
trips daily ¢ Personally guided tours ¢ 
Shark Dives ¢ World’s third longest 
barrier reef ¢ Full NAUI, PADI, CMAS & YMCA certification courses ¢ Two hae introductory 
(resort) lessons for non-diverse Hotel/dive packages available ¢ U/W videos. 


Call Toll Free Today! 1-800-247-5338 


° 
ep) 
Phone: 242-367-2787 © Fax: 242-367-4779 3 
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P.O. BOX AB20555, Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas 
email: dive.abaco@internetfl.com ¢ Website: http://www.internetfl.com/abaco 





Paradise Island 


Nassau, Bahamas 





e Visit the Lost Blue Hole, our circular wall 

e Dive intriguing wrecks and lush reefs 

e Relax on endless strands of white sand beaches 

e Indulge in elegant dining and glittering Boe 
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pob 11919 
ft. lauderdale fl. 33339 
800.234.8464 
954.921.7798 or e-mail 
info@bottomtime2.com 
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Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures offers u 

4 dives daily including 
night dives, wrecks, 
hand feeding sharks, 
reefs, instruction & 
rental. Enjoy our 
private beach, pool, 
tennis. We’re minutes 
from golf, casino & 


snopping. 


Walker: s| C sa 


$165, xenea= 

pp BEACH RESORT AND MARINA 
(954) 462-3400 

"300-327 “8150 (953) 362-4100 ax) 
XANADU (242) 352-3811 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES .. po, Box 21766, 


Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 
A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
http://www.nealwatson.com/xanadu.htm 
www.xanadu.com ° or e-mail: xanadu(@nealwatson.com 
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r superb dive sites including 
spanish Cannon Reef, all just 





iiedtal and mysteriout 
sieaisreok lve dives, 


ri duoyancy 


control work-shop. Stay four or 
more nights and get your,open w 
qualifying dives, or an upgrade fi 
Advance 


Free US 


In Ft. aadindate 95: 462-3400 
WALKER’S CAY 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


ww. HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABAaCG, BAHAMAS 


, Complimentary Arrivalant 
Departure Dives pending Flight 
Schedules and Safety 

¢ Breakfast/Dinner Daily 


e-mail: walker’s@nealwatson.com 
internet: http://y iwatson.com/walkers.htm ¢ http://www.walkerscay.com 


A NEAL WATSON: UNDER SLA ADVENTURES AFFILIATE © SO/AD 1998 
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feet deep here,” said Hyram, “and this 
unique dive lets us get a rare look at it. 
We do this one as a six minute dive at 
130 feet with a five minute safety stop. 
We take a maximum of eight divers and 
we put a weighted line down to 130 feet 
with space for every- 
one to hang on. 
Once youre down 
riding the Stream, 
you see daylight on 
the land side and 
blue night on the 
water side. It’s like 
being on the edge of 
the world. We see... 
marlin, hammer- 
heads and jewfish.” 

Hopping across to 
North Bimini we isu 
come to Bimini Un- 
dersea and Melanie 
Philippi. She picks 
Tuna Alley off near- 
by Cat Cay. 

“The wall at Tuna 
Alley has a great pro- 
file for divers. Depth 
ranges from 40 to 100 
feet, and the wall runs 
generally south to 
north with [many] 
gullies and cuts run- 
ning east-west. The 
corals thrive here, 
with large areas of 
pristine finger corals, 
big star coral heads, 
and delicate antler 
corals. Photographers 
love it. For macro or 
wide-angle, there are 
lots of subjects.” 

Working our way 
northward again, we 
arrive at Freeport and ‘ 
Port Lucaya on Grand MGR 
Bahama Island, home of the 
Underwater Explorers Society, better 
known as UNEXSO. Jason Carey, the 
diving supervisor, picked Theo’s 
Wreck, “...because it has everything all 
in one place. And it’s not only excel- 
lent during the day, it’s a phenomenal 
night dive. The ship is a 230 foot long 
freighter, sunk in 1982. It came to rest 
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on the port side in 100 feet of water 
near the drop-off. There are two 
interesting penetrations: the main 
cargo hold and the engine room. The 
wreck is overgrown with encrusting 
corals and sponges, [which] attracts a 
great deal of fish life. Anything from 
sharks to eels could show up, you 
never know what you'll see.” 

Douglas Long, dive instructor and 
shark feeder for Xanadu Undersea Ad- 
ventures, chose Shark Alley. 

“You can’t find a better opportunity 
anywhere in the world to see sharks 
close up in the wild. The dive takes 
place in an area where the sand bot- 
tom is only 45 feet deep and the visi- 
bility is excellent. I get to hand feed the 
sharks while our divers kneel on the 
sand about 10 feet away....I can often 
put [a shark] into a sleep-like state by 
stroking its head. It’s only one of the 
many facets of shark behavior you can 
witness at Shark Alley.” 

Live-aboard dive boats such as 
Nekton Pilot can take you to the far cor- 
ners of The Bahamas, including spots 
such as Mount Olympus. This is the 
favorite dive of Kevin Cooper, Nekton 
Pilot's activities director. 

“Drop into the water at Mount 
Olympus,” he told me, “and you'll see 
three extremely large mounds of coral 
that rise up from the bottom at 100 
feet to within 60 feet of the surface. 
The mounds are always surrounded 
by clouds of reef fish and pelagics, 
including big amberjacks, black 
groupers, horse-eye jacks and spotted 
eagle rays. The tops of the mounds are 
covered with healthy hard corals, and 
it’s sponge city on the sides....” 

Lining up all of these dives on one 
grand trip would be phenomenal, but 
it's unlikely because of the distances 
involved. It is easy to forget that The 
Bahamas include nearly 700 islands 
scattered across a blue stretch of water 
about the size of Connecticut. They 
range in size from very large islands to 
rocks with standing room for one per- 
son. The nice thing about these dives, 
though, is that they represent a hand- 
ful of plums from a whole plum tree. 
No matter which island group you 
choose for your dive trip, you'll proba- 
bly be able to make one or two of 
these, plus many other great dives. = 








Dive The World With Us. 


“ Get Frequent Flyer Miles 


Get Special Member Rates* 
Get Travel Discounts 

Get Diver Discount Coupons 
Get Savings On Publications 


Get Travel Accident Insurance 


‘Want More? 


Book your next dive vacation with World 
Dive Services and you can choose from over 40 
participating resorts and liveaboards from 
around the world. You'll also get incredible 
savings on travel, special member rates and 
other great benefits. 


Apply For A =e So, take the hassle and expense out of 
booking your next dive travel vacation, call 
World Dive Services today. 


World Dive Services features resorts in: Aruba ¢ Bahamas ® Belize e 
Bonaire ¢ Cayman Islands ¢ Cozumel ¢ Curacao * Dominica ¢ Dominican 
Republic © Fiji ¢ Honduras ¢ Liveaboards ¢ Mexico Micronesia ¢ Roatan 
e St. Lucia e Thailand « Turks & Caicos 

Virgin Islands ¢ Plus More Destinations ”D, WORLD DIVE 
Added Everyday! SE ei Aah isolates 


Call For Reservations 1-800-594-6826 


Visit www.worldive.com for MONTHLY SPECIALS! 
E-Mail worldive@aol.com © Fax (727) 323-9399 Phone (727) 321-0187 
“At Participating Destinations and Properties. 
First Union Direct Bank, N.A. an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender 








World Dive Services Visa® 


1-800-377-3404 


COMING NEXT MONTH 


NEW 


EXTRAVAGANZA! 


[FIT WAS NEW AT DEMA, YOULL SEE TT IN NEXT MONTH'S ISSUE! 
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By CAROLYN PASCAL-GUARINO | 


Weil, it happened. A few short years 
ago your myallt thoughts about your next 


vacation were the bar, a little local cuisine, 








maybe some music, a full moon and...well you 


get the idea. Ahhh, the simple pleasures of a 


bygone era. 


But our lives are so much fuller now: full of play dates, 
play stations and play dough; school calendars, church cal- 
endars and sports calendars. When did it happen that get- 
ting time off work was the least of your problems in plan- 
ning a vacation? Well, it happened. But don’t forget, we’re 
the generation that can have it all. That means if you've got 
the will to find your way back to an era that included div- 
ing among other pleasurable pursuits, I’m here to tell you 
id or-Nap (mer vomorcmeCeyeCmaUelcm Kolumetacem eColms (x-hvom eeCombiad (ames i(a 
behind (unless your sanity depends on it). 

Here are a few practical tips if you're ready to take the 
plunge and have it all. I’m sure after your first family dive 
vacation you'll be able to add to my list, and I welcome 
your input for a follow-up article. 


mae 
| ) 


#1: “Kid’s Programs” Mean Different 
Things at Different Resorts 
Unlike babysitting services, which are pretty self-ex- 


planatory, kid’s programs can be anything from a super- 
vised swingset to a full week’s program of mind and body 
enriching activities. Don’t wait till you’re at the resort to 
realize youve invested in the former. Check ahead for as 
many specifics as you can get from printed material, the 
Internet and word of mouth. If you find a lack of infor- 
mation on kid’s programs, there’s probably a good reason. 
A resort that doesn’t cater to kids may suit you just fine— 
as long as you don’t expect otherwise. Remember, your 
happiness will have a direct correlation to the happiness of 
those around you. 


ri Getting There Does Not Have 
to be Part of the Adventure 

It’s possible that in the “good old days” the more remote 
and harder to get to spots were the most attractive to you. 
Let this be a gentle reminder that island-hopping with a 
couple of bags and a few seasoned travelers may not reflect 





¢ 
oy 







the realities of your life today. 

Did you ever feel like just getting 
your family out of the house was a major ordeal? Well, 
remember that feeling when considering your next dive 
destination. Whenever possible, I opt for nonstop flights 
and pre-arranged airport transfers. (The only thing worse 
than missing a connection is arriving in a foreign airport 
with more bags and family members than you can com- 
fortably handle.) 

Many “exotic” dive destinations charter their own 
flights from major gateways and arrange airport trans- 
portation, so you need not forgo a more remote setting. 


Tip #3: Condos, Cottages and Suites 
Were Invented for a Reason 

Yes, I know a hotel room next to the dive shop works just 
fine. Sure a fridge and some extra space would’ve been a 
nice luxury to store cold beer, some wine and extra gear, 
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but one you could easily live without. That 
former luxury may have just become a life 
saver. Unless you're at an all-inclusive resort, 
meals are a significant added expense. If you can 
economize on breakfast and Junch, you can relax when 
your dinner costs more than your hotel room per night. 
In addition to saving money, waking up to a cup of coffee 
on your balcony gets the day off to a pretty pleasant start. 
Local grocery shopping can be fun, too. Stocking up on 
favorite cereals, juices, bottled water and snacks will 
become an indulgence you won't want to live without. 
When traveling with babies or children with special 
dietary needs, check ahead on the availability of those 
items. If your brand of diapers and formula are easily 
accessed on location, consider packing only a minimal 
supply and replenishing as needed. Likewise, bring your 
own if you anticipate difficulty in obtaining critical sup- 
plies (resort drug counters are painfully limited). 
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PHOTO/VIDEO 
COMPETITION 


..@n environmentally aware event | 


« Open. to all amateur photographers 


& videographers. 
¢ Seminars hosted by judges 


| © Prizes for both photo & video 
categories 


September 4 - 14, 1999 


Depart United States 

Arrive Kota Kinabalu - Shangri-La Resort 
to chosen resort for orientation 

and 5 days of diving 

Return to Shangri-La Resort 

Final judging and Awards 

Presentation Ceremony 

Return flight to United States 





BORNEO DIVERS 
& SEA SPORTS 


$2299 $2399 


Book early to guarantee the resort of your choice 
Pre and Post Extensions Are Available 


For detailed itinerary and 
information log onto 
www.underwatermalaysia.com 


$2499 


or contact 


| 800-544-3483. 
in CA 909/698-3189". 


e-mail: Fai aihover cava aid 


TWO GRAND PRIZES 
All-inclusive 6 night/5 day dive vacation for 2 
at your choice of one of the four participating resorts, 
complete with airfare from Los Angeles courtesy of 
Malaysia Airlines & Tourism Malaysia 
ADDITIONAL PRIZES 
All inclusive dive vacations (Courtesy of Participating resorts) 
5 of diving (Courtesy of Fishey) 
gear (Courtesy of TUSA) 
Video and photography equipment (Courtesy of SEA & SEA) 


ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 
SKIN DIVER 
World's most read scuba diving & snorkeling magazine. 


TRAVEL RESERVATION SYSTEMS 
Easiest Access to Dive Travel Information Worldwide 


SABAH TOURISM 
IMAGEZONE 
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I guess I always knew theo- 
retically that condos/suites 
were an excellent option for 
traveling families. Now I can 
report first-hand that given the 
choice between cramming a 
roll-away into an average-sized 
hotel room, forgoing any kind 
of privacy, and having to pay 
room service prices for every 
unexpected thirst, my vote would have 
to go for the extra space. Connecting 
rooms are another good option when 
a hotel makes more sense than a 
condo. So consider the alternatives 
and the wise words of my friend 
Eileen who repeatedly declares, “It’s 
my vacation, too!” 


phroto/Rick Lesser 


Travel Size Items 

Serve a Purpose 

I used to shrug my shoulders when 
friends would observe with humor the 
large size of the toiletry items I trav- 
eled with. When packing for one, it 
hardly mattered if I brought enough 
shampoo to last a month. But as the 
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to turn your children 


Above, right and below: 
While on the boat, 
beach or preparing for 
your forays into the 
deep, dive vacations 
give families the chance 
to just hang out and 
enjoy each other. 


number of required toiletries has 
increased, the quantity of those items 
has decreased in direct proportion. 
Which leads me to Tip #5. 


Pack Light! Words of 

Wisdom to Mom 

My husband is laughing as, after my 
many years of traveling, I have yet to 
learn how to pack efficiently. I may 
never learn, but I do understand it’s 
the right thing to advise. Although I 
don’t like to stereotype, particularly 
by gender, men do seem to instinc- 
tively know they can wear a sports 
jacket, slacks and maybe even a shirt 
more than once. I don’t want to 
accuse my fellow women of having a 





on to the wonders of the werlid below. 
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definitely an option. 


www.PADI.com. 
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harder time with this basic concept, 
but if the shoe fits...(pack it). 

How do you go about packing light? 
Well I have learned that black, white 
and beige can be very versatile 
wardrobe options. If you're traveling 
to a casual dive resort, think open-air, 
flat shoes, wrinkle-free, day to night 
kind of clothes (I always carry a cot- 
ton sweater to guard against over air- 
conditioning). 

Leave all but the most essential 
pieces of good jewelry behind. It’s one 
less thing to have to worry about (I 
guess that’s a strong argument for cos- 
tume jewelry). 

Children could use a few activities to 
occupy their plane, restaurant and gen- 
eral down time, but you need not trans- 
port their playroom to your hotel 
room. My experience has shown time 
and again that the more I bring, the less 
is actually used. And once again, you'll 
worry less if the traveling toys are easily 
replaceable rather than the opposite. 


vie «S: Dive Guilt Free 

The best way to achieve guilt-free 
diving is to make sure everyone knows 
what to expect. If someone is going to 
be left on beach/pool duty while you're 
off exploring at sea, make sure they 
approve of the plan. It should not 
come as a surprise to you or your fam- 
ily that the dive boat leaves at 9:00 am 
and doesn’t return till noon. Make 
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| Scuba Fun for the Young 


Kids love blowing bubbles. Whether they’re blowing bubbles with their 
_ milk, with their gum, or in the bathtub, they just can’t get enough. So why 
not introduce them to the fun and excitement of the mother of all bubble 
blowing experiences—a scuba Bubblemaker Experience program. 

Plenty of opportunity abounds to let your kids enjoy scuba diving under 
the watchful guidance of a trained professional and in the confined safety 
of the shallow end of a swimming pool. 

: The new Bubblemaker Experience at a PADI Dive Center or Resort is 
designed with youngsters (ages 8 to 12) in mind. Watch your kids’ fasci- 
nation with the water turn to pure delight as they take that first breath of 
air underwater, turning your little swimmers into real fish. 

Discovering scuba diving in a pool firsthand will introduce your lucky 
_ youngster to the thrill of a lifetimme—consider making scuba a part of the 
entire family’s agenda on your next holiday. Scuba for the under 12 set is 
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For further information, contact your local PADI Dive Center or Resort at 
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sure you choose a location and resort 
that can satisfy not only your diving 
desires, but your family’s other inter- 
ests as well. Whether it be tennis, golf, 
shopping, sight-seeing or just plain 
sun and sea, make sure it’s accessible 
(i.e.: if you find yourself saying, “We'll 
figure it out when we get there,’ stop 
and think again). “Ocean view” may 
not mean youre on the beach, and 
“Access to town” may mean a 25 
minute and $25 taxi ride. 

After diving, plan an activity that 
everyone will enjoy. Maybe this is the 
time for the family to try snorkeling. 
We started our daughter off in the 
pool and she was comfortable with a 
mask and snorkel well before she 
could swim. The next step was float- 
ing in the sea hand in hand, complete 
with pointing and squealing at each 
passing yellowtail. The picture books 
come to life and the most memorable 
experiences are made. 

Depending on the childrens’ age 
there are wonderful new ways to 
introduce them to scuba. From new 
equipment specially designed for a 
child’s first scuba experience to 
resort courses and full certifications 
for 12 year olds, there are many ways 
to turn your children on to the won- 
ders of the world below. There are 
also group travel programs for 
teenagers interested in a summer that 
includes diving, sailing, marine biol- 
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FAMILY 
ADVENTURES 
IN PARADISE 


CUAN LAW in the 
magnificent British Virgins 
is perfect for divers 
and non-divers... 
¢ Teach your kids to 
dive - for 1/2 price 
¢ A multitude of 
watersports...free! 
¢ Spacious, stable, 


comfortable trimaran “< 


800-648-3393 4 


E-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com- 
www.diveguideint.com/cuanlaw 
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KELLY’S ON THE BAY 
a & Aqua-Nut Divers 
2. Tank 2-Location Dive for only $40.00 
(Includes tanks & Weights. Available in our dive packages.) 
“A Very Special Place” 
Let us pamper you. ..we carry your tanks. 
We are one of the very few dedicated dive 
resorts in the Florida Keys. 


1-800-226-0415 
MM 104 Bayside Key Largo, FL 33037 
E-mail: Kellysmo@aol.com 
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Lions Dive Hotel 


BONAIRE: 
Luxurious & Intimate 
e 31 Ocean View 
Gondominiums 
e Fully Equipped Kitchens 
e Fresh Water Pool with 
ST iTale (2101.4 


e Restaurants & Dive Shop ¢"" 
on Premises 


CURACAO: 
Casual & Elegant «. 
= * Charming Caribbean sigit 
Accommodations 
° All 72,Rooms A/C, Ocean view with 
Balcony or Terrace 


te 7\ 8) 5 Star IDC Dive Center (Garadonna 
ee N94 Giribbean Gours:. 


Just Steps Away 


Dike Caribbean Island of Curacao is 
quickly gaining attention from the world’s 
diving & travel communities. 


Quality dive operations at each of the major hotels 
obfer full schedules of boat dives and specialty trips. 


F or more information, please call any of the 
operators listed here or call 1-800-3-curacao 
or visit www. curacao-tourism.com 


“) CURACAO CURACAO 
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3 ‘ia ast Scuba Diving 
a | _ ‘Travel Specialists 
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CURACAO Phone: (599-9) 461-8100 BONAIRE Phone: (599-7) 5580 
Fax: (599-9) 461-8200 Fax: (599-7) 5680 
E-mail: lionsdive@lionsdive.com E-mail: lionsdive@bonairenet.com 
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Top Notch Diving Services A Full Service Resort 
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|-800-327-6709 
7 nights/12 B D Del Trer-Huphes Divi 
MiIgNntcs £ Ooai ives 2 UK mnNg ST ee 
Garden VYiew/Op! Occupancy witn Ah Prncass Pronk 
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1-800-932-6237 1-800-992-2015 


1390 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 1109 icon Hotel Marketing, Inc. 
Coral Gables, FL 33146 9200 S. Dadeland Blvd., #518 


ponijors Miami, FL 33156 
Tel: 305-669-9897 Tel: 305-670-4911 


Oy : Fax: 305-669-9475 Fax: 305-670-4948 
—_ H abitat Cu racao http://www.peterhughes.com http://www.princessbeach.com 
3 : 


¥ 


Photography Credits: Ellen Boucher, Mike Nelson, Lex Kleine, Stephen Frink 
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FAMILY VACATION 


ogy and certification training. 

Many resorts and dive centers offer 
U/W video and slide shows, marine 
ID programs and U/W photography 
seminars. Dolphin and other marine 
encounters are another great way to 
include your family in your special 
interest. These experiences will be fun 
and educational at every level. 


Weather Matters 
Some destinations get virtually no 
rainfall and have very consistent tem- 


peratures year-round. This is not the 
case in most places however. Beware 
of rainy/hurricane seasons, water 
conditions in winter vs. summer, and 
seasonal price variations. If you're 
working around school holidays, 
remember that you're not alone. 
Spring break, Thanksgiving, and par- 
ticularly Christmas books up to a 
year in advance, so advance planning 
is advised. 

It also gives you a better opportuni- 
ty to gather information and pre- 


Mushroom Forest 


book unique dives that may be in 
great demand. 

Also, check on the dive center’s can- 
cellation policy. You'll find everything 
from no refunds under any circum- 
stances to full refund no questions 
asked. (Usually it’s somewhere in 
between.) 


Stay Healthy 

Sunburn, bug bites and stomach 
aches can undermine the best laid 
plans. Make sure your supply of sun- 
screen, insect repellents and antacid 
tablets are used before it’s too late. I’ve 
found carrying a few band-aids and 
basic first aid supplies akin to carrying 
an umbrella—if you do, chances are 
you won't need it, but if you don’t, you 
will be sorry. 


Know Thuself 
Do you feel more comfortable 
traveling in groups where most of the 
arrangements are made for you? 
Then a trip arranged through a dive 
shop, dive club or packaged tour may 
offer you the benefit of someone 


else’s experience. 

If you don’t want alot of surprises, 
especially when it comes to cost, look 
into all-inclusive resorts where you 
won't have to sweat out the expense of 
every mealtime and sports activity. 
All-inclusives are also a great way for 
families to enjoy different activities at 
the same resort at the same time, 


_ many with organized kid’s programs 


for various age groups. 

The free-spirited adventurer that 
is looking for maximum indepen- 
dence should consider a condo, car 
rental and local currency. It is very 
possible that you could be happy 
with any of the above scenarios, in 
that case defer to the best interests of 
the family as a whole. 


Have Fun! 

This is it: your family, your quality 
time, your priority, your personal 
life. You can do it. You can travel, dive 
and make memories to last a lifetime. 
Then you can become your own 
neighborhood expert on how to have 
it all! ~ 





WHERE 16 DIVING FUN? 








Curacao’s diving is the most 

fun in the Caribbean. 

With over 70 amazing sites and 
crystal clear waters, we offer wrecks, 
steep walls, dazzling coral, 
fascinating marine life, easy boat dives, 
unlimited shore access and a 
protected 12-mile underwater 
national park. And when 


the diving ends, the fun doesn’t. 
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WHERE THE FUN SHINES NIGHT AND DAY. 
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Brightening the Caribbean Sky 
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For more information, call your travel planner or 1-800-3-Curacao, ext. 939. www.curacao-tourism.com 





SS a ag mi 


tine 


Kwimed' s 





A diver swoops under a 
colorful overhang. Inset 
left: A burning bush of 
sponges ignites the reef. 
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fyphroughout my travels, 


Lishewe Nady the: sood for ture 


ote experience a multitude of dive destinations all 


Over the world, 


which have often turned out to be 


DOth  eXeciting and visuatiy ‘stunning. 


When I visited Cozumel in 1992, I thought it 
presented some of the most dramatic coral for- 
mations I had ever seen in the western Caribbean. 
I explored Columbia and Palancar Reefs in awe, 
admiring huge coral buttresses 30 to 60 feet high, 
with labyrinths of deep, winding ravines and 
crevices leading out to the drop-off on their sea- 
ward side. And the diving is conducted as drifts; 
frankly, I love drift diving. It’s like hitching a ride 
on a big blue train with a 360° view. 

Equally tantalizing was Cozumel’s robust cast 
of predators, from large green morays and snap- 
pers to groupers prowling the reefs. Just about 
every site had an impressive number of large 
groupers; the most notable of the heavyweights 
were black groupers, measuring three to four feet 
in length. 

This was a place I vowed to visit again, prompt- 
ly. But, over time, other destinations took away 
my attention and when Cozumel came up I told 
myself, “What could I possibly be missing?” 

Well! Last January, seven years to the month 
from my one and only trip to Cozumel, I was 
back again. I found myself over one of the island’s 
popular dive sites, Santa Rosa Wall. This spot fol- 
lows the same linear pattern as Columbia and 
Palancar, with one side sweeping off into the void 
far below from a depth of 50 feet. 

Santa Rosa’s flourishing community stood out 
like a city skyline, living architectural wonders that 
vaulted upward 30 to 40 feet. Etched and shaped 
through centuries of the Yucatan current’s flow, 
broad undercuts, ledges, and caves have formed, 
creating a tangled network of swim-throughs 
large enough to conceal an army of divers. 

Due to the constant movement of water, which 
can range from a barely perceptible half knot to 
speeds approaching three knots, the use of moor- 
ing buoys or anchors is impractical. The best way 
to explore Cozumel’s reefs is by drift diving. 

During the dive, the boat follows overhead, 
(moving close to the same speed of the current), 
using divers’ bubbles as a tracking aid. 
Cozumel’s extreme underwater clarity, which 
can approach 200 feet (averaging between 100 
and 150 feet), sometimes makes it possible for 
the captain to actually see the divers as they 
move along the bottom. 

The current’s gentle push optimizes our time 
for exploring this prominent reef tract, which 
spans a quarter mile, and reveals a treasure trove 
of subjects. In addition to the reef’s rich adorn- 
ment of sponges in hues of deep yellow and 
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Where to Stay, Play & Dive 


Across the street from Fiesta Americana is 
the dive operation Dive House. Owners Juan 
Leca and Evelyn La Plante supply exceptional 
equipment—a full line of Scubapro gear and 
tank rentals for shore dives—and professional 
service. This includes training and certification 
(including referrals) under PADI, NAUI, and 
EDM Cfelmaliaxey.or 

Dive House offers four dives per day—a two 
tank morning dive, followed by a two tank 
afternoon dive, as well as night dives three 
times a week, with the option to book more. 
Dive House has a fleet of five large dive boats 
(GlOM come Tom (-t-) aeiam(-iace leap meat-lane-lal @r-lanleare mael= 
fastest and most comfortable in the region. In 
addition, nitrox certified divers can request 
(24 hours in advance) both nitrox 32 and 36 
for their dives. 

Fiesta Americana employees a management 
staff of certified scuba divers. The property fea- 
tures 172 ocean view rooms and 56 tropical 
casitas suites. In addition, there are three 
restaurants, a swimming pool with swim up 
bar, tennis court, car rental facility, and sundry 
store. Kayaks, windsurfers, bicycles, and snor- 
keling equipment (obtainable at the dive 
shop) are also available. 

For more information, call Dive House, 
Fiesta Americana Cozumel Dive Resort at (800) 
FIESTA-1 (343-7821), in Mexico call 01-987- 
226-22. Send e-mail to dive@fiestaamericana. 
com.mx or fiesta@gate.net. Or call Island 
Dreams Tours & Travel in the U.S. at (800) 
346-6116, fax (713) 973-8585, e-mail info@ 

Kitclalelc-r-jaameclaay 





orange, was a hearty supply of marine denizens of 
the more mobile variety. Every time I thought I 
had seen my last lobster of the dive, my dive part- 
ner and guide, Juan Gomez, would be once again 
pointing out another aggregation of spiny lob- 
sters watching the world pass by from the safety 
of their lairs in the reef. 

Looking at everything around me, including 
(as if nothing had changed over the years) the 
same healthy stock of large black, yellowfin, and 
yellowmouth groupers I had observed here that 
one time before, I couldn't help but feel incredi- 
bly stupid for allowing so many years to pass. 
Well, there’s no time like the present to catch up 
on what I have been missing. ** 








COZUMEL 


the anaities of a 
live-aboaid 
or a day boat 
ire Cozund’ 


New 48' Custom Dive Boat 
w/Jet Drives (no props) 
>» Specializing in 3-tank Diving 
» Friendly Bilingual Staff 


info@yellowrosedivers.com 
Toll Free: 1-888-366-8708 
Phone: 281-552-9032 

Fax: 281-552-9033 


a Cozumel Interests LLC Enterprise 


Dave Center, Ine. 
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Call us first! 


Silent World caters to all 
levels of divers, running small, 


personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 


Marine Sanctuary for your 
non-diving family and friends. 


1-800-966-DIVE 


P.O.B. 2363 * Key Largo * Florida * 33037 » 305-451-3250 
www.pennekamp.com/sw * Email: 76065.3171@compuserve.com 
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By KAY P. VINCENT 


_ f you are interested in a destina- 
tion that can provide you with the 
latest innovations in scuba diving 
today, mark your calendar now 

and plan to visit Houston, Texas, for 
the 30th anniversary of the South- 
west’s premier scuba diving, snorkel- 
ing, and adventure travel exposi- 
tion—Seaspace °99. Scheduled for 
May 14 to 16 at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in downtown Houston, Sea- 
space features an exciting array of pre- 
sentations, exhibits, and activities for 
both adults and children. 

The exhibit hall will showcase 150 
exhibitors from many countries, fea- 
turing the latest in equipment, tech- 
nology, and adventure travel opportu- 
nities. Visitors can attend activities 
such as a technical diving workshop by 
Chuck Noe, or an underwater video 
workshop hosted by David O. Brown 
from the Cousteau dive team. The 
popular free environmental awareness 
area has expanded to feature some 
new interactive elements to entertain 
and educate the youngest attendees. 

Seaspace kicks-off on _ Friday 
evening to the Caribbean beat of 
CMX5, a band from Grand Cayman, 
sponsored by the Cayman Islands 
Department of Tourism. 

Established in 1969 by the Houston 
Underwater Club, Seaspace is a not-for- 
profit 501(c)(3) corporation dedicated 
to education and preserving the marine 
environment. Seaspace provides thou- 
sands of dollars in scholarships to indi- 
viduals and organizations committed 
to the study of the marine sciences. 

To learn more, visit the website at 
www.seaspace.org or call (713) 467- 
6675, = 
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PERSONAL 
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PACKAGES INCUDE:. 


7 night accommodation 
Round-trip transfers 
Hotel, tax & service 

Diving and more!! 
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800-975-2237 


Prices are per person, based on double occupancy. 
Prices are valid from April 5 through Dec. 15, 1999, are 
Me Subject to availability, and may change without notice. 
te *Round-trip transfers not included for Cozumel, Abaco 
| & Exuma. Air available from preferred gateway cities. 
Other dive destinations and options available. 


L BAC" 


e-mail: sales@uniquedivevacations.com 
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Our front yard is a wreck 













unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right 
ph from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 





+ well answer all your questions and send you 






a beautiful brochure. A family operation. 





Travel arrangements 


1-800-282-8952 


www.roatan.com/cocoview.htm 






Ww Resort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 


ADVENTURE, TRAVEL & EXPEDITION PACKAGES 

2u<P Scuba Diving 
Mayan Ruins Fishing 
Birding WW Rafting-Kayaking 


Spanish abel 
handuada Jungle Expeditions 
Call For Reservations & Availability 


1-800-282-8932 


P.O. Box 877 San Antonio, FL 33576-0877 


Fax: 352-588-4158 
International: 352-588-4132 


www.roatan.com ¢ Email: info@roatan.com 


CUTILA LODGE 


Your own little dive resort in the Western Caribbean 


























3 rs si 
PUTA LODGE 
> We 4 


For Reservations Call 1-800-282-8932 
email:ut]@roatan.com : 
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DAN 
Announces O, 
Regulator Recall 


llied Healthcare Products, Inc. 
has recalled all oxygen regula- 
m@ tors sold under the Life Support 
® Products (LSP) brand. This re- 
call is to replace aluminum compo- 
nents in the unit’s high-pressure 
chamber with brass components. This 
action is in response to reports of fires 
and explosions, the exact cause of 
which remains unknown. 

DAN has sold regulators that are 
affected by this recall. The two regula- 
tors in question are the LSP 270-020 
and the LSP 280-020. These products 
were sold in the DAN Standard, Dual, 
Mini, Charter, and Training Unit oxy- 
gen systems from 1985 to 1987. This 





-recall does not affect the DAN Rescue 


Pak, Rescue Pak Plus, and the regula- 
tors that are sold with those systems. 

For more information, contact the 
recall coordinator at (800) 231-5273, 
e-mail RRC@alliedhpi.com or fax 
(314) 771-1806, = 


Dive Provo and 
the New Allegro 
T & C Resort 


#%, ive Provo is providing water- 
© sports programs for the Allegro 
) Resort—Turks and Caicos in 
mm” §Providenciales. The new all- 
inclusive resort is on Grace Bay. 

Dive Provo, the only PADI Five-Star 
facility on the island, will provide all 
watersports services including diving, 
snorkeling, sailing, and kayaking. 

Dive Provo, in conjunction with 
Allegro Resorts, is offering special 
grand opening packages. For more 
details, call (800) 234-7768 or visit the 
website at www.diveprovo. com. = 








freefiliow 


Seized Ships 

Make New Dive 
Sites in Mariana 
Islands Possible 


ive travelers visiting the island 
of Rota in the Mariana Islands 
will soon be able to dive two of 
the world’s newest underwater 
wrecks. The vessels, known as Chinese 
River Boat and Blue Stern Traveler, 
were sunk earlier this year and have 
been approved as new dive sites by 
local governmental agencies. 





& CAREER INSTITUTE 

at Faro Blanco Resort 

1994 Overseas Hwy 
Marathon, Florida Keys33050 


800-331 -HALL(4255) 





photos/John Gourley 





Be ag 


COM N 6 es ee, 


The Chinese River Boat 


The vessels, placed in Rota’s Sasan- Mi C; CO a @ S ] A 
haya Harbor, were provided courtesy 
of the U.S. District Attorney and the 
U.S. Marshall’s Office. According to OR Rees WSs 


Rota Mayor Benjamin T. Manglona, 
“This is an unprecedented opportuni- 


G 





The Blue Stern Trawler 


ty. We can increase tourism and at the 
same time help restore our precious 
marine environment.” 

Manglona added, “We've had great 
cooperation from everyone.” 

To see photos of the vessels prior to 
the sinking, and for more information 
about diving in the region, visit the 
island’s website at www.rotaisland. 
com. = 


e Pro 48 Triple Jet e PADI 5-Star Dive Center « Accommodation Packages 
e Kayak Center ¢ Private Charters « See Our Website: www.southpointdivers.com 


1-800-891-DIVE 
Email: southpoint@aol.com 
714 Duval Street * Key West, FL 33040 
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INI ERNE! DIEREC LORY 


V DIVE EQUIPMENT 
ADORAMA/LEISURE PRO 
http://www. leisure-pro.com 
e-mail: goleisure@aol.com 
APOLLO SPORTS USA, INC. 
http://www.apollosportsusa.com 
e-mail: apollous@aol.com 


BERGER BROS. 
http://www.berger-bros.com 
e-mail: bergerbr@berger-bros.com 
BERRY SCUBA CO. 
http://www.BerryScuba.com 
e-mail: Berry@xnet.com 
BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG 
http://www.browniedive.com 
e-mail: brownies@netrunner.net 
CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
http://www.centralskindivers.com 
e-mail: go53scuba@aol.com 
DIVERS DIRECT 
http://www.diversdirect.com 
e-mail: experts@diversdirect 
DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http://www. DiversDiscount.com 
e-mail: info@DiversDiscount.com 
DIVERS OUTLET 
http://www.diversoutlet.com 
e-mail: info@diversoutlet.com 
DIVERS SUPPLY OF MACON 
http://divers-supply.com 

e-mail: diving@leading.net 
METRO SCUBA 
http://www.metroscuba.com 
e-mail: metroscuba@aol.com 
OCEAN ROCK OUTFITTERS 
http://www. oceanrockoutfitters.com 
PARADISE DIVE ONLINE CATALOG 
http://www. paradisedive.com 
e-mail: ParaDive@aol.com 
SCUBA CONNECTION ONLINE SHOPPING 
http://www.scubaconnection.com 
SEAQUEST 
http://www.sea-quest.com 
SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 
http://www.spareair.com 

e-mail: submersys@aol.com 
U.S. DIVERS 
http://www.usdivers.com 

e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 


V GUIDES /PUBLICATIONS 
ASIAN DIVER MAGAZINE 
http://www.asiandiver.com 

e-mail: info@asiandiver.com 

DIVE DIRECTORY 
http://www.divedirectory.com 
e-mail: info@divedirectory.com 


FLORIDA KEYS DIVING & AREA GUIDE . 


http://www. keysdirectory.com 
e-mail: diving@keysdirectory.com 


UNDERCURRENT 
http://www.undercurrent.org 
e-mail: editor@undercurrent.org 


V MISCELLANEOUS 


JOHN PENNEKAMP 

CORAL REEF STATE PARK 
http:/www.pennekamppark.com 
NUDIBRANCH 
http://www.nudibranch.com 


WHALE AND DOLPHIN ENCOUNTERS 
http://www.dolphinlink.com 

e-mail: DolphinLnk@aol.com 

V PHOTOGRAPHY 


ARMATO’S 
http://www.armatos.com 
e-mail: armatos@ix.netcom.com 
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Advertise in Skin Diver's Internet Directory and check out our 
web site at: www.skin-diver.com (see Dive Services) E-mail: 
williamv@petersenpub.com Phone: (323) 782-2778 Fax: (323) 782-2121 


CATHY CHURCH U/W PHOTO CTR & GALLERIES 
http://www.cathychurch.com 

e-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 
FISHEYE DIVE, PHOTO & VIDEO 
http://www.fisheye.com 

e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 

HELIX LIMITED 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 

e-mail: helixuw@aol.com 


LIBURDI’S SCUBA CENTER 
http://www. liburdisscuba.com 
e-mail: luburdi@aol.com 


MAGIC SEA UNDERWATER ART GALLERY 
http://www.magicsea.com 
e-mail: photos@magicsea.com 


RON’S MARKET LTD./UW VIDEO 
EQUIPMENT 

e-mail: ronsmkt@aol.com 

SEALIFE 

http:/Avww. pioneer-research.com/sealife.htm 


UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH 
http://www.uwphoto.com 
e-mail: sales@uwphoto.com 


V TRAINING/CERTIFICATION 
DIVER’S UNLIMITED 
http://www.diversunlimited.com 

e-mail: dvrsunlm@bellsouth.net 
DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE AT HALL’S 
http://www. hallsdiving.com 

e-mail: hallsdive@aol.com 

FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE 
http://www.kamfdi.com 

e-mail: kamfdi@aol.com 


NASDS 


http://www.divesafe.com 
e-mail: nasds@netten.net 


NASE 


http://www.nasescuba.com 
e-mail: nasescuba@msn.com 


NAUI 


http://www.naui.org 
e-mail: nauimikew@earthlink.com 


V TRAVEL 

AGGRESSOR FLEET LTD. 
http://www.aggressor.com or 

e-mail: divboat@aol.com 

ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT/BAHIA TOURS 
http://www.aventuras.com/bahia-tours 
e-mail: bahia@gate.net 

BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
http://www. interknowledge.com/bahamas 
BAHIA TOURS 

http://www. aventuras.com/bahia-tours 
BASKIN IN THE SUN 
http://www.dive-baskin.com 

e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com 
e-mail: sd@blackbeard-cruises.com 
BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

BIMINI UNDERSEA 
http://www.twofin.com//twofin/bua.htm. 
e-mail: biminua@web2000.net 

BOB SOTO’S DIVING 

http://www. bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
e-mail bobsotos@candw.ky 

BONNE TERRE MINE * BILLION GALLOW LAKE 
http://www.2dive.com 

e-mail westend@stlnet.com 

BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
http://www.brac-caribbean.com 

e-mail: info@bracarib@candw.ky 


BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT 
http://www. braclittle.com 

e-mail: Bestdiving@aol.com 
BUBBLES GALORE * BARBADOS 
e-mail: Bubbles@Caribsurf.com 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 
http://www.caradonna.com 

e-mail: sales@caradonna.com 

CARIB SANDS 

e-mail: caribsan@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVER LTD. 
http://www.caymandiver.ky/. 

e-mail: dfoster@candw.ky 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE * EAST END 
http://(www.caymandivelodge.com 
e-mail: divelodge@aol.com 

CHUB CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.chubcaydive.com 

CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS * FL KEYS 
http://conchrepublicdivers.com 
e-mail: ckandtom@fla.net 

COCO VIEW RESORT 

e-mail cvresort@hondutel.hn 


CORAL ISLE DIVERS * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/coral-isle 
e-mail: coralis@caribnet.net 

CORAL COAST CARIBE BEACH HOTEL 
http://www.coralhotels.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY 


 http://www.divediscovery.com 
e-mail: info@divediscovery.com 


DIVE PROVO 
http://www.diveprovo.com 


~ e-mail: diveprovo@netrunner.net 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. * BARBADOS 
http://www.caribnet.net/dive_shop/ 
e-mail: hardive@caribnet.net 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TOURISM 
e-mail: www.dominicana.com.do 


DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
http://www.donfosters.com 
e-mail: donfosters@cayman.org 


DON JUAN BEACH RESORT 
http://www.caei.com/djbr 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
www.mauiscuba.com 

e-mail: robinson@maui.net 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTRE 

e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky 

EL PORTILLO BEACH RESORT 
http://www. prieto-tours.com/portillo/scuba 
EMERALD DIVERS 
http://emeralddivers.com 

e-mail: vgqj09a@prodigy.com 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 

e-mail: PADO@SUNBEACH.NET 
FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 
FISH ‘N FINS 

e-mail: fishnfin@palaunet.com 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS * BARBADOS 
http://www.gti.net/hightide 

e-mail hightide@sunbeach.net 

INDIES SUITES/ANDIES DIVER 

e-mail: indiessuites@world.att.net 
INTO THE BLUE 
http://www.intotheblue.com 

e-mail: cvdt@aol.com 

ISLAND DREAMS 
http://www.islandream.com 

e-mail: info@islandream.com 

KONA COAST DIVERS * HAWAII 
http://www.konacoastdivers.com 
e-mail: divekona@kona.net 


LAHAINA DIVERS INC. 
http://www. lahainadivers.com 
e-mail: lahdiver@maui.net 


_ LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT 


http://www. braclittle.com 


» e-mail: Bestdiving@aol.com 


MAYA TOURS 


’ http://mayatour.com 


e-mail: info@mayatour.com 


MICRONESIA * KOSRAE VILLAGE RESOR 
http://www.KosraeVillage.com 
e-mail: KosraeVillage@mail.fm 
MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
http://www.mikeball.com 

e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 

NAI’A CRUISES FluJl 
http://www.naia.com.fj 

e-mail: naia@is.com.fj 

NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/nassau. ht 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 

NECO MARINE CORP. 

e-mail: necomarine@palaunet.com 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.nektoncruises.com 
e-mail: info@nektoncruises.com 
OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 
http://www.ocean frontiers.com 
e-mail: oceanf@cand.ky 

OCEAN HUNTER 
http://www.oceanhunter.com 

e-mail: Ocean.Hunter@palaunet.com 
OUTRIGGER PALASIA HOTEL 
e-mail: outrigger@palaunet.com 
PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 

e-mail: knishida@palaunet.com 
PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY 
http://www. visit-palau.com 

e-mail: pva@palaunet.com 
PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 
http://www.intgroup.com/dive/index.htm!| 
e-mail: PBR@Hondurashn.com 
PARADISE CHARTERS INC. 
http://www. paradisecharters.com 
e-mail: paradise@netrunner.net 
PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www.peterhughes.com 


- e-mail: dancer@peterhughes.com 


PUNTA CANA BEACH 


~ http:/Avww.puntacana.com 


e-mail: www.puntacana.com/scubadiving 


RED SAIL SPORTS 

http://www. redsail.com 

e-mail: info@redsail.com 

REEF HOUSE RESORT 
http://www. reefhouseresort.com 
e-mail: reefdiving@aol.com 


_ REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 


ADV. TRAVEL 
http://www.reefrainfrst.com 
e-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 
RIDING ROCK INN 

e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


ROATAN CHARTER 
http://www.roatan.com 
e-mail info@roatan.com 


_ RUM POINT INN * BELIZE 


e-mail: rupel@BTL.net 

SAM’S TOURS 

e-mail: samstour@palaunet.com 
SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL 
http://www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
SEA EYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, T&C 


http://www. interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk 
e-mail: ci@tciway.tc 








SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.seafever.com 
e-mail: seafever@seafever.com 


SEA RAVEN/LOOKOUT LODGE * FLORIDA KEYS 
http://Awww.SeaRavenDiver.com 
e-mail:LookoutLDG@aol.com 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE * BAHAMAS 
http://www.smallhope.com 
e-mail SHBinfo@SmallHope.com 


SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB * LITTLE CAYMAN 
http://www.SouthernCrossClub.com 
e-mail: relax@SouthernCrossClub.com 


STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB * BAHAMAS 
http://www.stellamarisresort.com 
e-mail: smrc@stellamarisresort.com 


STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 
http://www.stuartcove.com 
e-mail: scove1045@aol.com 


ST. VINCENT & THE GRENADINES 
http://(www.scubaSVG.com 
e-mail: scubasvg@aol.com 


SUNSET HOUSE 
http://www.sunsethouse.com 
e-mail: sunset@candw.ky 


SUNSHINE SPORTS 

e-mail: cget@pipeline.com 
TRADERS’ RIDGE RESORT 
http://www.ttradersridgeresort.com 
e-mail: tradersridge@mail.fm 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 
http://www.tidivers.com 

e-mail: tidivers@gate.net 
TRIMARINE 
http://www.diveguideint.com/cuanlaw 
e-mail: cuanlaw@caribsurf.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 
http://www.DIVETROPICAL.com 
e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


UNEXSO 
http://www.unexso.com 


UTILA LODGE 
e-mail: ulodger@hondutel.hn 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER 
http://www.valentinesdive.com 
e-mail: vic@batelnet.bs 


VILLAS OF THE GALLEON 
http://www.villasofthegalleon.com 

e-mail: vogcay@candw.ky 

WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.nealwatson.com/walkers.htm 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE * BARBADOS 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc 
e-mail: putnam@sunbeach.net 


WORLD OF DIVING 
http://www.worldofdiving.com 
e-mail mail@worldofdiving 


YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
http://www.mantaray.com 
e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 














At SAND DOLLAR, you will notice storage and restaurant are in one 
something very different for a dive convenient location at the resort! 
resort—condos. Bonaire, in the Relax and watch a sunset in the 
Dutch Caribbean, has long been open-air GREEN PARROT restaurant. 
known as one of the world’s too Then enjoy a studio, 1-, 2- or 3-0ea- 
dive destinations, and now you can room ocean-front condo, fully fur- 
dive with the premier dive resort, nished, with air-conditioned bed- 
SAND DOLLAR Dive & PHOTO on Bonaire. rooms, large living areas, cable TV, 
Everything at SAND DOLLAR is centrally full kitchens and private balconies. 
located, right on the dock. SAND Call for complete family vacation 
DOLLAR Dive & PHOTO store, photo packages and ask about our kids 
and video facility, guest equipment program—the SAND PENNy Cus! 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
BOnai ire’ S IP remier i)1VeC Ines Or 7) 
Reservations: 1-800-288-4773 or 407-774-9292, Bonaire: 599-7-8738 email:sanddollar@bonairenet.com 










© 1999 SAND DOLLAR REsorT/CLINE. 








Central Skin Divers 


BEFORE YOU BUY OR 
UPGRADE YOUR EQUIPMENT: 





FREE ADVICE 


Whether you’re a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, f 


now you can talk to a Central Certified Scuba Diver 
before you waste your time and money. 


FREE CATALOG 


Just call, Toil-Free, and ask for the 
Central Skin Divers Catalog Listing of 
Recommended Name-Brand Equipment, 
with Worldwide Manufacturer Warranties. | 
No Obligation To Buy Anything, Now or Ever. 


CALLNOW: 1- 800-53 -SCUBA 


FOR AN INVITATION OR APPOINTMENT TO VISIT THE SHOWROOM IN NEW YORK CITY 
DIAL DIRECT: (212) 362 - 7450 WEB SITE: www.centralskindivers.com 
a SS BS ES See! 
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Spoilsport is Australia’s 
: most prestigious and 

eee EE ¢omfortable live-aboard. 
Our Coral Sea expedition includes spect- 
acular deep wall diving with 150 ft visability 
and big fish action. See Mike Ball’s exclusive 


Scuba Zoo shark feed and the legendary 
Yongala Wreck with giant Queensland CALL US NOW! 


srouper, turtles, sea snakes andhuge 9§=-888-MIKE BALL 
schools of fish. FAX: 520-556-9598 
© AD/SD 1998 www.mikeball.com e e-mail: OzDive@aol.com 








BONICA 


For further 
information, 


| HATE IT WHEN {| HAVE HMM...THESE CLOSE-UP SHOTS ARE 


TO USE THIS MAGNIFY- @ 
ING GLASS TO SEE THE! GREAT...THIS SHARK HAS AT LEAST 


SHARK IN MY PICTURE. § Co, 4 CAVITIES. 
{WISH I'VE USED A | — 
CLOSE-UP LENS. | 


Fully automatic 
> Uses regular 35 mm film 
» Rated downto 150 feet « a | 
> Optional Marine Lens & “=> >” * 
Close-Up Kit available a Eece aee Doves 
» Optional Slave Strobe with 
Professional Tray & Handle available 
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Color- 
Correcting 
Technology 
Helps Scientist 
Study Coral 
Bleaching 


elanie Dotherow-McField, a 
PhD. candidate at the Univer- 
sity of South Florida’s Depart- 

| i ment of Marine Science, has 
logged many dives as part of her study 
of coral reefs in Belize. One of her 
most recent dives uncovered some- 





Studying the effects of coral 
bleaching in Belize. 


thing distinctly different about some 
of the bleached colonies she was inves- 
tigating. A bright pink fluorescent pig- 
ment appeared on several of the corals 
that McField had not seen before. 

“Tt was the first thing I noticed 
when we entered the water,” said 
McField, who had decided to try a 
SeaVision mask for the dive. “I 
changed masks underwater during 
one of the dives for a comparison, and 
the bright pink fluorescent color was 
only visible with the mask that had a 
red filter.” 

Red is the first color in the spec- 
trum to be lost during a dive, often 
disappearing in just 30 feet of water. 
“We've known about the value of red 
filters in filming and still photogra- 
phy for a long time, but this was one 
of the first times I had used a color- 
correcting mask, and it obviously 


photo/courtesy Melanie McField 
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made a difference,” she recalls. 

McField’s work, a four-year study 
of the various changes in the coral 
reefs in Belize, has included a specific 
investigation into coral bleaching. 
Although bleaching is generally detri- 
mental to reefs, it may offer new 
opportunities to understand more 
about the symbiotic relationship 
between corals and the algals that live 
within them. During bleaching 
events, there are fewer algal pigments, 
making it easier to see the coral’s var- 
ious pigments. The red filter allows 
divers to see pigments rarely visible 
under normal conditions. 

The next step? In order to study this 
further, scientists will need to wait for 
another bleaching episode to occur. 
Unfortunately, past experience and 
global climate predictions indicate 
that it will happen again. “We just 
have to hope that it’s later rather than 
sooner, McField concluded. * 


FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Bob Warkentin’s 
SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, 
INC. 

9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 
77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 
Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your 
equipment to explain (& try to prevent) your 
“human mistakes” (Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equinment Servicing 


e SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL 
Nikonos Products (old or new). Nothing else! « 
Over 200,000 Nikonos parts in inventory to provide 
a 2-3 work day turn-around. ¢ All replaced parts are 
returned as “trophies” of your mistakes for your 
“education.” (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it's DIVE 
EQUIPMENT! So remember, “When it’s time to service 
your regulator, it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 





Round trip airfare from Miami via Cayman Airways 

7 Night Accommodations ¢ 5 Days of diving (2 tank 
boat dives) « 3 meals daily » Roundtrip Ground Transfers 
Discounted airfare available from all major gateway 


Taxes and Service Charges not included 


BAY WALL 
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Cayman Islands Department of Tourism « Brac Reef Beach Resort « Divi Tiara 
Rodales Scuba Diving Magazine « Skin Diver Magazine 


s CAYMAN ISIANDS Cayman Airways 
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EIA TOU cd 800.815.5019 - 305.267.6644 - etalours@aol.com 


We Are Still the Same Spot 
Our Guests All Love! 





CARIBINN 


P.O. Box 68 ® Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 


Telephone (011) 599-7-8819 
Fax (011) 599-7-5295 


Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 


wm 
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The International Service World of 


— SOUTHERN NIKONOS —— 
We’re as close as your post office. 
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SOUTHERN SCUBA SUPPLY 
Tanner, AL 35671 
Tel: (256) 233-7946 


ALASKA DIVING SERVICE 
Ketchikan, AK 99901 
Tel: (907) 225-4667 


WATER WORLD SCUBA CENTER 
Bullhead City, AZ 86442 
Tel: (520) 763-5531 


REEF SCUBA 
Gilbert, AZ 85234 
Tel: (602) 632-REEF (7333) 


AQUASTROPHIES 
Lake Havasu, AZ 86403 
Tel: (520) 680-3483 


SCUBA SPECIALTIES 
Phoenix, AZ 85023 
Tel: (602) 504-1112 


ASU DIVERS 
Tempe, AZ 85283-1072 
Tel: (602) 431-1164 


THE DIVE SHOP 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
Tel: (502) 326-2424 


TUCSON SCUBA CENTER 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
Tel: (502) 408-3483 


OCEAN EXTREME DIVE AND TRAVEL 
CENTER, INC. 


Arkadelphia, AR 70923 
Tel: (800) 243-3396 


LAKE OUACHITA DIVE CENTER 
Hot Springs, AR 71968 
Tel: (501) 760-1500 


AQUANAUTS DIVE CENTER 
Jacksonville, AR 72076 
Tel: (501) 982-0949 


OCEAN EXTREME DIVE AND TRAVEL 


CENTER, INC. 
North Little Rock, AR 72116 
Tel: (501) 812-0006 


OCEAN EXTREME DIVE AND TRAVEL 


CENTER, INC. (MTN. HARBOUR RESORT) 
North Little Rock, AR 72116 
Tel: (800) 832-2276 


SPORT CHALET 
Brea, CA 92621 
Tel: (714) 255-0132 


SPORT CHALET 
Burbank, CA 91501 
Tel: (818) 558-3500 


CHICO DIVE CENTER 
Chico, CA 95928 
Tel: (530) 343-2431 


DIVE N BOARD 
Concord, CA 94520 
Tel: (925) 689-6969 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES 
Coronado, CA 92155 

Tel: (619) 522-7205 
GUCCIONES SCUBA HABITAT 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 

Tel: (909) 594-7927 

SPORT CHALET 

Glendora, CA 91740 

Tel: (626) 335-3344 
SPEAKES FOR DIVING, TANNING 
& HAIR 

Fresno, CA 93704 

Tel: (209) 221-0909 


SPORT CHALET 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
Tel: (714) 848-0988 
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- LIBURDI’S SCUBA CENTER 


Irvine, CA 92604 


~ Tel: (949) 857-6722 
_ SPORT CHALET 


Irvine, CA 92612 


~ Tel: (949) 476-9555 


- $PORT CHALET 
- LaCanada, CA 91011 
- Tel: (818) 790-9800 


- LAGUNA SEA SPORTS 


Laguna Beach, CA 92651 


Tel: (714) 494-6965 


- SPORT CHALET 
- Laguna Niguel, CA 92656 


Tel: (714) 362-0342 


- AMERICAN DIVING 
- Lomita, CA 90717 
~ Tel: (310) 326-6663 


PACIFIC SPORTING GOODS 


Long Beach, CA 90803 
Tel: (562) 434-1604 


- SPORT CHALET 


Los Angeles, CA 90048 


- Tel: (310) 657-3210 

SPORT CHALET 

_ Marina Del Rey, CA 90292 
Tel: (310) 821-9400 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
Montclair, CA 91763 
Tel: (909) 621-5000 


AQUATIC DREAMS 
Modesto, CA 95351 

Tel: (209) 577-3483 
DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
Mission Viejo, CA 92692 
Tel: (949) 459-9400 
SPORT CHALET 
Mission Viejo, CA 92691 
Tel: (949) 562-3363 
AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP 
Monterey, CA 93940 
Tel: (408) 375-1933 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 


- Mountain View, CA 94043 


Tel: (650) 968-5992 


MAKO MARINE OUTFITTERS 
Napa, CA 94558 
Tel: (888) 880-MAKO 


PACIFIC SCUBA CENTER 
Oxnard, CA 93035 
Tel: (805) 984-2566 


SPORT CHALET 
Oxnard, CA 93030 
Tel: (805) 485-5222 


SPORT CHALET 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91739 
Tel: (909) 987-4321 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 
Tel: (949) 459-9400 

EMPIRE SCUBA 

Redlands, CA 92373 

Tel: (909) 798-3483 


 SEAD SEA 


Redondo Beach, CA 90277 
Tel: (310) 373-6355 
SCUBA EXPRESS 
Riverside, CA 92503 


~ Tel: (909) 735-4225 


ROHNERT PARK DIVE & TRAVEL 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 


Tel: (707) 584-2323 
- AQUA TECH DIVE CENTER 


San Diego, CA 92113 
Tel: (619) 237-1800 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
San Diego, CA 92120 
Tel: (619) 285-1000 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES 
San Diego, CA 92111 
Tel: (619) 565-6054 


SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY 
DISCOUNT OUTLET 

San Diego, CA 92110 

Tel: (619) 224-3439 


~ Tel: (619) 453-5656 


~ Tel: (970) 245-2441 
- SPORTS-PORTS CYCLERY & DIVE 


ORBIT MARINE SPORTS CENTER 
- Bridgeport, CT 06605 

~ Tel: (203) 333-DIVE : 
__ INTERNATIONAL SCUBA DIVING, INC. 
* Marion, CT 06444 ; 
~ Tel: (860) 621-8265 
REX DIVE CENTER 

_ §. Norwalk, CT 06854 
— Tel: (203) 853-4148 


SPORT CHALET 
San Diego, CA 92110 
Tel: (619) 224-6777 


SPORT CHALET 
San Diego, CA 92122 


SPORT CHALET 
San Diego, CA 92108-1506 
Tel: (619) 272-1120 


THE DIVING LOCKER 
San Diego, CA 92109 
Tel: (619) 718-7070 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
Sante Fe Springs, CA 90670 
Tel: (562) 404-0000 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
San Pedro, CA 90731 
Tel: (310) 831-5647 


HARBOR DIVE CENTER 
Sausalito, CA 94965-1427 
Tel: (415) 331-0904 


HUDSON’S FAMILY DIVE CENTER 
Shingle Springs, CA 95682 

Tel: (530) 676-9501 

SPORT CHALET 

Torrance, CA 90503 

Tel: (310) 316-6634 


TRACEY’S SKIN DIVING 
Tracy, CA 95376 
Tel: (209) 836-1154 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
Universal City, CA 90068 
Tel: (323) 850-5050 
SPORT CHALET 
Valencia, CA 91381 

Tel: (805) 253-3883 
SPLASH DIVE CO. 
Venice, CA 90291 

Tel: (800) 99 SCUBA 
SPORT CHALET 

West Hills, CA 91307 


Tel: (818) 710-0999 


SCUBA JOE 
Boulder, CO 80301 
Tel: (303) 444-PADI (7234) 


WEAVER’S DIVE & TRAVEL CTR 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Tel: (303) 499-8500 


AQUARIUS DIVE & TRAVEL 
Castle Rock, CO 80104 
Tel: (303) 660-0655 


DIVERS REEF 

Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
Tel: (719) 531-7100 
UNDERWATER PHANTASEAS 
Denver, CO 80237 

Tel: (303) 220-8282 
ADVENTURE SPORTS 

Grand Junction, CO 81501 


CENTER 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 


~ Tel: (970) 245-7127 


- UNDERWATER PHANTASEAS 

- Lakewood, CO 80228 

- Tel: (303) 988-6725 

- STEAMBOAT SCUBA & WATER SPORTS 
- Steamboat Springs, CO 80487 

~ Tel: (970) 870-8175 


DIXIE DIVERS OF BOCA RATON 
_ Boca Raton, FL 33434 
Tel: (561) 477-5388 


GET WET SCUBA DIVING, INC. 


- Boca Raton, FL 33433 


Tel: (800) 644-4553 


DIXIE DIVERS OF BOYNTON BEACH 


Boynton Beach, FL 33426 
Tel: (561) 736-DIVE 
AMERICAN PRO DIVE 
Crystal River, FL 34429 
Tel: (352) 563-0041 


_ CRYSTAL LODGE DIVE CENTER 


Crystal River, FL 34428 


~ Tel: (352) 795-6798 
_ DISCOVER DIVING DIVE CENTER 


Daytona Beach, FL 32127-3906 


- Tel: (904) 760-3483 


BOCA UNDERWATER SERVICES 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
Tel: (954) 421-2601 


DIXIE DIVERS OF DEERFIELD 


Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
Tel: (954) 420-0009 


DIVER’S OUTLET 
Florida City, FL 33034 
Tel: (305) 246-8488 


DIVERS DISCOUNT 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Tel: (800) PLAN-FUN 
PRO DIVE 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Tel: (954) 761-3413 
THE SCUBA SCHOOL 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 
Tel: (954) 566-6344 


SEA SPORTS AND SCUBA 


_ Fort Meyers, FL 33907 


Tel: (941) 277-9698 

DIXIE DIVERS OF FT. PIERCE 
Ft. Pierce, FL 34950 

Tel: (561) 461-4488 

DIVERS SUPPLY 

Gainesville, FL 32606-6756 


_ Tel: (352) 332-4141 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 


- Hollywood, FL 33024 


Tel: (954) 981-0156 


DIVERS SUPPLY 


Jacksonville, FL 32216 

Tel: (904) 646-3828 

AMY SLATE’S AMORAY DIVE RESORT 
Key Largo, FL 33037 

Tel: (800) 426-6729 

DIXIE DIVERS OF KEY LARGO 

Key Largo, FL 33037 


- Tel: (305) 453-9588 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES 


_ Key West, FL 33040 
- Tel: (305) 296-1812 
- SEAFARER FISH & DIVE RESORT 


Key Largo, FL 33037 
Tel: (305) 852-5349 


DIVER’S OUTLET 

Key Largo, FL 33037 

Tel: (305) 451-0815 
WORLD WATERSPORTS 
Key Largo, FL 33037 

Tel: (800) 2-GET-WET 


- SEA DWELLERS DIVE CENTER 
- Key Largo, FL 33037 


Tel: (305) 451-3640 


- SILENT WORLD DIVE CENTER 
- Key Largo, FL 33037 
Tel: (305) 451-3252 


KISSIMMEE PROFESSIONAL 
DIVE CENTER 


- Kissimmee, FL 34744 
~ Tel: (407) 933-5090 

- THE DIVE CENTER, INC 
_ Lakeland, FL 33801 

- Tel: (941) 667-1121 


- DEEP 6 DIVERS SERVICE 
Lakeland, FL 33803 
~ Tel: (941) 688-3015 


__ ABYSS DIVE CENTER 

_ Marathon, FL 33050 

~ Tel: (800) 457-0134 

_ CAPTAIN HOOK’S MARINA 
_ Marathon, FL 33050 

_ Tel: (305) 743-2444 

THE DIVING SITE 
Marathon, FL 33050 

_ Tel: (800) 634-3935 

_ FISH’N FUN BOAT RENTALS 
Marathon, FL 33050 

~ Tel: (305) 743-2275 


’ HALL’S DIVING CENTER 

- Marathon, FL 33050 

~ Tel: (800) 331-4255 

- AMERICAN DIVERS INTERNATIONAL 
_ Merritt Island, FL 32953 

- Tel: (407) 453-0600 


ADVENTURE SCUBA DIVING 
_ Miami Beach, FL 33160 

~ Tel: (305) 949-1194 

- SEALANDIA OF NAPLES INC 
~ Naples, FL 34112 

~ Tel: (941) 775-6646 

~ SUNSET DIVE CENTER 

~ New Port Richey, FL 34652 
~ Tel: (813) 849-9657 


- SUNNY SEAS SCUBA INC 

- New Port Richey, FL 34652 

; Tel: (727) 849-2478 

- HAL WATT’S MR. SCUBA SHOP 
- Ocala, FL 34482 

~ Tel: (352) 368-7974 

- DIVERS OUTLET 

- Orlando, FL 32819 

Tel: (407) 354-3644 

- DIXIE DIVERS OF PALM BAY 

- Palm Bay, FL 32905 

~ Tel: (407) 723-8888 

- DIXIE DIVERS OF PANAMA CITY 
_ Panama City, FL 33426 

~ Tel: (850) 914-9888 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES 
~ Panama City, FL 32407 
~ Tel: (850) 234-0486 


- OCEAN ENTERPRISES 
- Pensacola, FL 32508 
~ Tel: (850) 458-3236 


ANCHOR SCUBA INC. 
Pompano Beach, FL 33062 
~ Tel: (954) 763-DIVE (3483) 


: LIGHTHOUSE DIVE CENTER 

> Pompano Beach, FL 33062-2941 

~ Tel: (954) 782-1100 

- AQUA SCUBA DIMENSIONS IN DIVING 
Port Charlotte, FL 33980-2105 

~ Tel: (941) 625-3030 

_ SEAPRO SCUBA CENTER 

Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

~ Tel: (561) 844-3483 


DOWN UNDER DIVE SHOP & 
TECHNICAL DIVERS 


~ Spring Hill, FL 34608 

— Tel: (352) 686-2015 

DIXIE DIVERS OF STUART 
- Stuart, FL 34994 

~ Tel: (561) 283-5588 


- H20 SCUBA 

- Sunny Isles Beach, FL 33160 
~ Tel: (888) 389-DIVE (3483) 

- DEPTH PERCEPTION DIVE 

_ Tampa, FL 33619-2619 

~ Tel: (813) 689-3483 

- FLORIDA KEYS DIVE CENTER 
- Tavernier, FL 33070 

— Tel: (305) 852-4599 

- DEEP SIX DIVE SHOP INC 

- Vero Beach, FL 32960 


Tel: (561) 562-2883 


- DIXIE DIVERS OF VERO BEACH 
. Vero Beach, FL 32968 
~ Tel: (561) 770-1188 
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E.A.S.E. 
Vero Beach, FL 32960 
Tel: (800) 732-9685 


DIXIE DIVERS OF W. PALM BEACH 
W. Palm Beach, FL 33413 
Tel: (561) 969-6688 


OCEAN SPORTS CENTER 
W. Palm Beach, FL 33406 
Tel: (561) 641-1144 


UNDERWATER ADVENTURES 
Athens, GA 30604 
Tel: (706) 769-8339 


ULTIMATE ADVENTURE DIVE CENTER 
Conyers, GA 30207 
Tel: (770) 918-8818 


DIVERS SUPPLY 
Doraville, GA 30340 
Tel: (770) 939-DIVE 


SCUBA JOHN’S DIVE CENTER 
Hapeville, GA 30354 
Tel: (404) 766-1186 


DIVERS SUPPLY 
Macon, GA 31210 
Tel: (912) 474-6790 


DIVER’S SUPPLY 
Marietta, GA 30062 
Tel: (770) 419-1976 


ISLAND DIVE CENTER 
St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
Tel: (912) 638-6590 


WET SET SCUBA & TRAVEL 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 
Tel: (770) 389-9949 


CAMP SMITH OCEAN CONCEPTS 
Aiea, HI 96701 
Tel: (808) 484-1238 


NORTH SHORE DIVING HEADQUARTERS 
Haleiwa, HI 96712 
Tel: (808) 637-7946 


AQUATIC PERCEPTIONS 
Hilo, Hl 96720 
Tel: (808) 935-9997 


PLANET OCEAN WATERSPORTS 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Tel: (808) 935-7277 


THE DIVE AUTHORITY 
Honolulu, HI 96814 
Tel: (808) 596-7234 


SCUBA TOURS OF OAHU 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
Tel: (808) 396-6163 


DIVE AUTHORITY 
Kahului, Maui, Hl 96732 
Tel: (808) 871-2558 


AARON’S DIVE SHOP 
Kailua, Hl 96734 
Tel: (888) 84-SCUBA 


ALOHA DIVE COMPANY 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Tel: (808) 325-5560 


ECO ADVENTURES 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Tel: (800) 949-3483 


KANEOHE OCEAN CONCEPTS 
Kaneohe Bay, HI 96863-3073 
Tel: (808) 254-7669 


DIVE KAUAI SCUBA CENTER 
Kapaa, Kauai HI 96746 
Tel: (808) 822-0452 


LAHAINA DIVERS 
Lahaina, HI 96761 
Tel: (800) 988-3483 


OCEAN ENTERPRISES 
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860 
Tel: (808) 422-0896 
HANALEI WATERSPORTS 
Princeville, Hl 96722 

Tel: (808) 826-7509 


MAHI DIVERS 
Waianae, HI 96792 

~ Tel: (808) 696-7200 

- OCEAN CONCEPTS SCUBA 
- Waianae, HI 96792 
Tel: (808) 696-7200 

- BOJAC AQUATIC CENTER 
Waipahu, HI 96797 

Tel: (808) 671-0311 

- THE DIVE AUTHORITY 

- Waipahu, HI 96797 
Tel: (808) 677-9933 


~ H&H DIVE AND TRAVEL 
- Pocatello, ID 83205-4282 
Tel: (208) 233-7802 


BERRY SCUBA CO. 
- Chicago, IL 60631 
~ Tel: (773) 763-1626 


- DIVENTURES 
- Chicago, IL 60614 
Tel: (773) 348-3483 


_ BERRY SCUBA CO. 


Lombard, IL 60148 


~ Tel: (630) 495-2822 
SENTRY POOL & DIVE 


Moline, IL 61265 


~ Tel: (309) 797-9721 
BERRY SCUBACO. 


Palatine, IL 60067 


~ Tel: (847) 358-3848 

OMNI SCUBA-BRICKYARD QUARRY 
~ St. Elmo, IL 62458 

~ Tel: (618) 829-3483 


-_ BIG RED DIVERS SUPPLY 


Bloomington, IN 47404 


~ Tel: (812) 331-1110 

- SOUTHERN INDIANA SCUBA 
- Bloomington, IN 47401 

~ Tel: (812) 336-2527 

- SCUBA TANK 

- Valparaiso, IN 46383 

~ Tel: (219) 427-4454 


- SKIN AND SCUBA DIVE CENTER 
- Mason City, [A 50401 
Tel: (515) 423-1224 


_ PIRATE’S DEN 
~ Colby, KS 67701-4202 
~ Tel: (913) 462-6631 


- SANDBURR HILL SCUBA 


Ulysses, KS 67880 


Tel: (316) 356-3232 


UNDERWATER ADVENTURES, INC. 


Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
Tel: (225) 927-3483 


- CAJUN DIVERS INC. 


Lafayette, LA 70506 


~ Tel: (318) 984-0990 
_ AQUATIC TECHNOLOGIES 


Marrero, LA 70072 


Tel: (504) 341-3483 


UDT/SEAL TREASURE DIVERS INC. 
New Orleans, LA 70115-3155 


~ Tel: (334) 948-3167 


HARBOR DIVERS 


Bass Harbor, ME 04653 
- Tel: (207) 244-5751 
- DIVESHOP CORP. 
~ So. Portland, ME 04106 
Tel: (207) 741-2110 


- SEASPORTS 

- Hyannis, MA 02601 
~ Tel: (508) 790-1217 
- AQUA-LUNG CENTER 
_ Malden, MA 02148 

~ Tel: (781) 321-8830 


~ DIVERS INC SCUBA 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Tel: (734) 971-7770 


- SUB-AQUATIC SPORTS & SVC 
_ Battle Creek, MI 49015-1477 

: Tel: (616) 968-8551 

- GREAT LAKE’S TECHNICAL DIVING 
~ Flat Rock, MI 48134 

| Tel: (734) 783-3483 

- DIVE SITE 

~ Kalamazoo, MI 49002 

Tel: (800) 622-6235 

- DIVER’S DEN 

Lake Orion, MI 48362 

: Tel: (248) 693-9801 


~ SEAQUATICS INC. 
~ Midland, MI 48640 
— Tel: (517) 835-6391 , 
_ WEST MICHIGAN DIVING CENTER, INC 
- Muskegon, MI 49441 

~ Tel: (616) 755-3771 

_ GREAT LAKES DIVE CENTER, INC 
- Shelby Township, MI 48317 

~ Tel: (810) 254-7670 


SCUBA NORTH 


- Traverse City, MI 49684 
- Tel: (616) 947-2520 


_ INNERSPACE SCUBA 
~ Duluth, MN 55811 
Tel: (218) 726-1010 


ADVENTURE DIVERS & 


- WATERSPORTS, INC. 
- Clinton, MS 39056 
Tel: (601) 925-WETT 


SEASPACE DIVE CENTER 
Gauthier, MS 39553 
Tel: (228) 497-1381 


- DIVE FIVE, INC. 


Gulf Port, MS 39507 


~ Tel: (228) 604-2004 


_ DIVE SPORTS USA 
~ Oxford, MS 38655-2515 
Tel: (601) 236-1946 


~ BONNE TERRE MINE 
- Bonne Terre, MO 63628 
~ Tel: (314) 731-5003 


_ DIVE MASTERS 

- Joplin, MO 64804 

~ Tel: (417) 624-4400 

_ EXTREME SPORTS, INC. 

- Joplin, MO 64801 

- Tel: (417) 659-9009 

: JHE GREAT AMERICAN DIVING CO 
- Saint Charles, MO 63301 

~ Tel: (314) 949-0880 


_ DIVER’S DEN DIVE SHOP 
- Manchester, NH 
~ Tel: (603) 644-3483 


~ §T. JOSEPH SCUBA 


_ CHESAPEAKE UNDERWATER SPORTS — S2/Nt Joseph, MO 64501 


~ Annapolis, MD 21403 

~ Tel: (410) 280-0648 

_ BREATHE DEEP SCUBA 

- Mtn Lake Park, MD 21550 
~ Tel: (301) 387-8035 

_ BREATHE DEEP SCUBA 

~ Oakland, MD 21550 


Tel: (816) 233-3080 

- THE DIVE SHOP OF ST LOUIS , MO 
Saint Louis, MO 63119 

_ Tel: (314) 968-8099 


MIDWEST DIVERS SUPPLY 


~ Saint Louis, MO 63119 

Tel: (314) 961-7245 

_ WEST END DIVING CENTERS 
- Saint Louis, MO 63044 
Tel: (314) 731-5003 


Billings, MT 59102 


~ Tel: (406) 652-3423 


- GREATNORTHERN SCUBA ADVENTURE — 
_ Great Falls, MT 59401-2601 
~ Tel: (406) 727-1750 

BIG HORN DIVERS 

~ Kalispell, MT 59901-2148 
~ Tel: (406) 752-4970 


_ HEARTLAND SNORKEL AND 
SCUBA CENTER, INC. 

~ Omaha, NE 68154 

- Tel: (402) 492-8844 


: GR8 DIVN 
- Boulder City, NV 89005 
Tel: (702) 293-6648 


_ SIERRA DIVING CENTER 


Reno, NV 89502 


Tel: (702) 825-2147 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
Las Vegas, NV 89103 


~ Tel: (702) 740-5555 
— GR8DIVN 


Las Vegas, NV 89128 


~ Tel: (702) 367-3484 


INLAND DIVER’S, INC. 
Lancaster, NH 03584 


: Tel: (603) 788-2124 


LAPORTE’S SKIN DIVING SHOP 


~ Newbury, NH 
Tel: (603) 763-5353 
’ CLUB CARIBBEAN DIVE & TRAVEL, INC. : 

- Biloxi, MS 39532 

~ Tel: (228) 392-7830 


AQUATIC ADVENTURE CENTER 


~ Tilton, NH 03276 
~ Tel: (800) SCUBADV 


_ KUNUKU DIVE & TRAVEL 
Alpha, Nu 08865 

Tel: (908) 454-3577 
DIVERS TWO, INC. 


Avon By The Sea, NJ 07717-1003 
Tel: (732) 776-7755 


CEDAR GROVE DIVERS SUPPLY 
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 
Tel: (973) 857-1748 


HOBOKEN DIVE SHOP 
Hoboken, NJ 07030 


: Tel: (201) 795-DIVE 

_ ADVENTURE WATER SPORTS 
~ Toms River, NJ 08753 

- Tel: (732) 506-0044 


UNDERWATER DISCOVERY, INC. 


~ Toms River, NJ 08753 
Tel: (732) 270-9100 


LANG’S SKIN’ SCUBA 


~ Trenton, NJ 08638 
Tel: (609) 538-1970 


UNDERWATER DISCOVERY, INC. 
Pt. Pleasant, NJ 08742 


| Tel: (732) 295-5800 


_ TREASURE COVE WATERSPORTS, INC. 
- Westfield, NJ 07098 
_ Tel: (908) 654-8808 


- NEW MEXICO SCHOOL OF DIVING 
- Farmington, NM 87402 

~ Tel: (505) 325-2728 

- DIVERS OF NEW MEXICO 

- Lovington, NM 88260 

- Tel: (505) 396-DIVE (3483) 


NA _ IMAGES SOUS MARINE 
INDUSTRIAL MARINE & DIVING SUPPLY — 


Hartsdale, NY 10530 
Tel: (914) 328-2116 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 


Jamaica, NY 11432 


- Tel: (800) 53-SCUBA 


- DIVEINC. 

- Lynbrook, NY 11563 
Tel: (516) 872-4571 

- MIDDLETOWN SCUBA 

- Middletown, NY10940-6423 
- Tel: (914) 343-2858 


~ CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
- New York, NY 10023 

- Tel: (212) 362-7450 

- BYRAM BAY SPORTS 

: Portchester, NY 10573 
- Tel: (914) 937-2685 

: PORT DIVER 

: Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 
> Tel: (516) 331-9609 

- HAMPTON DIVE CENTER 
- Riverhead, NY 11901 

Tel: (516) 727-7578 

THE DIVE SHOP INC. 

- Syracuse, NY 13219 

- Tel: (315) 487-7558 


HUNTS DIVE SHOP 
: Watertown, NY 13601 
~ Tel: (315) 788-2075 


_ BERMUDA TRIANGLE 
. Asheville, NC 28806 
~ Tel: (888) 24 SCUBA 


DISCOVERY DIVING CO. 
- Beaufort, NC 28516 
~ Tel: (919) 728-2265 
- AQUATIC ADVENTURES 
~ Franklin, NC 28734 
~ Tel: (828) 524-7532 
MFC INC. SHARKY’S DIVE CENTER 
- Gastonia, NC 28054-4241 
Tel: (704) 861-1668 
- §CUBATECH, INC. 
Holly Ridge, NC 28445 
Tel: (910) 329-1666 
BOTTOM TIME DIVE CENTER 
Jacksonville, NC 28546 
~ Tel: (910) 347-2826 
CRYSTAL COAST DIVING ADVENTURE 


Jacksonville, NC 28540 
Tel: (910) 347-3483 


- BOTTOMTIME DIVE CENTER 
- Wilmington, NC 28403 

- Tel: (910) 397-0181 

- ADVENTURES ETC. INC. 

- Wrightsville Beach, NC 28480 
‘ Tel: (910) 256-0231 


: CINCINNATI DIVE CENTER 
- Cincinnati, OH 45231 

_ Tel: (513) 521-3483 

_ TRI-STATE SCUBA 

> Cincinnati, OH 45227 

_ Tel: (513) 271-2800 

. ITS DIVE TIME 

> Columbus, OH 43229-2417 
_ Tel: (614) 785-0950 
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h he = 1999 UW Photo Tours 
eden & Week-long Super Courses 


| _ Visit cathychurch.com for On-Line Course Brochures 




















May through 






at At Cathy Church’s U/W 
Sunset Hou 
Alsol Half Day U/W Phote Clase 

pie & Private inetruct 






Visit our course brochure a 





a | 1999 and 2000 Photo Tours! 
Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail 

Pit for a memorable dive/photo vacation. Join our 

fun-loving group in: 

Smet * Papua New Guinea Oct. '99 & Oct. '01 « Soloman Islands 

aboara the Billikiki Aug. '99 « Maldives Feb. 00 © Truk 

Lagoon Apr. OO ¢ Our trips fill up fast - some are already 

full - 50 log on, check them out & book today! 























Cathy Church’s Underwater Photo Centre & Gallery 


345-949-7415 ¢ Fax 345-949-9770 

cathy@cathychurch.com - 
www.cathychurch.com 

P.O. Box 479 ¢ Grand Cayman ® B.W.I. 


For a free brochure of Cathy's breathtaking 
underwater photos, call: 600-934-3661: 


















—_ | 


[ COCONUT HARBOUR 


~The Dedicated Ce 
Divers Resort” | *'. 
> Onen-Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool and Jacuzzi 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens > 10% Discount on Dive Packages 


Y” Your safety is worth it! 





You need A>t7d ex 
* Auto filling pony bottle for malfunctions jit 
or out of air emergencies 
» Attaches to safe 2nd & power inflator 
* Low profile * Reliable 
* High performance * Easy assembly 
* Nitrox ready * Choice of sizes 


Safe Divers Demand 
System Redundancy 












Dive From Your Door Step 
> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray City 
East End - On-site dive shop 
> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s Wall 


Grand Cayman, BWI. 
1-800 -332 -6281 
ee ie 









1-877-AQUAVIT (278-2848) 


281-364-8323 ° Fax 281-364-1258 
email: aquavit@ aquavitinc.com 
www.aquavitinc.com 














May anasiisio™ 
= = Se ¢ All Services In 


| House 
Su 6° Deluxe 
Accommodations 


e 3 Dedicated Dive 
Boats 


e Never More Than 
10 Divers Per Boat 





Ai i 


et ae ea 
€t ocorar ™ 






'S FIRST & Fa Sis 
DIVE RESO e Hotel Completely 


Remodele 


iy 


\\\ 





Information: 
Phone: (506) 670-0321 
0323 
Fax: 506-670-0083 


Or Your Preferred Dive Specialist 
E-mail: elocotal@sol.racsa.co.cr } 
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AQUA MARINE SCUBA DIVING INC. 





HT AT HTH 
A Hi 


Doylestown, OH 44230-0185 
Tel: (614) 785-0950 


ASK WATERSPORTS 
Dublin, OH 43017-1464 
Tel: (800) 821-2572 


DIVE PROS 
Duncan, OK 73533 
Tel: (580) 252-5674 


AQUASPORTS SCUBA 
Moore, OK 73160 
Tel: (405) 790-0880 


SCUBA-TEC 
Tulsa, OK 74108 
Tel: (918) 437-2787 


, 
DIVERS DEN & HOBBIES 


Grants Pass, OR 97526 
Tel: (541) 474-9431 


GARIBALDI AQUA SPORTS, INC. 
Garibaldi, OR 97118 
Tel: (503) 322-0113 


V 
DUTCH SPRINGS 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
Tel: (610) 759-2270 


THREE RIVER DIVINE 
Canonsburg, PA 15317 
Tel: (724) 745-5545 


PISCES DIVERS 
Honesdale, PA 18431 
Tel: (717) 253-0552 


HIDDEN COVE SCUBA 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
Tel: (610) 265-6671 


SMOKEY’S DIVERS DEN 
Lancaster, PA 17602 

Tel: (717) 393-5333 

DIVING BELL SCUBA SHOP 
Philadelphia, PA 19120-2112 
Fel: (215) 763-6868 


j 


UNITED DIVERS INC INDOOR HEATED POOL & SPA 
Providence, RI 02907 
Tel: (401) 274-4482 


ADVENTURE DIVING 
Bristol, TN 37620 
Tel: (423) 878-3489 


SKI & SCUBA CENTER INC 
Knoxville, TN 37919-3226 
Tel: (423) 523-9177 


BLUEWATER SCUBA 
Nashville, TN 37209 
Tal: (615) 356-9340 


NOW WE SCUBA 
Amarillo, TX 79106 
Tel: (806) 374-6284 


FOR DIVERS ONLY 
Carrollton, TX 75006 
Tel: (972) 31-SCUBA (72822) 


ASCUBA VENTURE 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
Tel: (512) 985-1111 


DIVE WEST 
Dallas, TX 75206 
Tel: (214) 750-6900 


GRAPEVINE SCUBA 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
Tel: (817) 488-4999 


ADVENTURES IN SCUBA, INC 
Irving, TX 75062 

Tel: (972) 594-7234 
ESCAFANDRA DIVE CENTER 
Laredo , TX 78041-4505 

Tel: (956) 335-0136 
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ORANGE DIVE & SKI SUPPLY 
Orange, TX 77630 
Tel: (409) 883-4846 


DIVE WEST 
Plano, TX 75074 
Tel: (972) 424-6563 


TROPICAL DIVERS 
San Antonio, TX 78216 
Tel: (210) 490-3483 


OCEAN QUEST DIVE CENTER 
South Padre Island, TX 78597 
Tel: (956) 761-5003 

SCUBA CENTER 

Tyler, TX 75701 

Tel: (903) 595-2703 
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NEPTUNE DIVERS The BASIC PACKAGE is “ 


Soars a all designed as an economical, 
high quality alternative to | 
SPLASH DIVE CENTERING our classic breathing air 


Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: (703)823-7680 


CHINCOTEAGUE DIVE CENTER 
VA 23454 
Tel: (757) 491-1135 


COMMONWEALTH DIVING SUPPLY 
Grafton, VA 23692 
Tel: (757) 898-4774 


LAKE RAWLINGS 


systems. These high pressure 
breathing air systems are — 
available in 230 VAC single 
phase or three phase 
230/460 VAC electric motor 
drive, ranging from 4.3to 
Rawlings, VA 23876 26.0 SCFM charging rate 


Tal: (804) 478-9000 : : " with discharge pressures up 
MID-ATLANTIC DIVE CENTER RE a uly daly to 5000 PSIG | 
Virginia Beach, VA 23464 j 

Tal: (757) 420-6179 








ORCA SCUBA CENTER 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 
Tel: (509) 884-2281 


TAGERT’S DIVE GROUP, INC. 
Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Tel: (253) 857-3660 


CAPITAL DIVERS 

Olympia, WA 98502 

Tel: (360) 866-3684 
LIGHTHOUSE DIVING CENTER 
Tacoma, WA 98467 

Tel: (253) 627-7617 


These rugged, compact 

and portable high pressure 

breathing air systems are the 

perfect choice for professional 

divers and diving groups. 

Available in gasoline or diesel 
engine drive, ranging from 3.6 

st a a a | to 8.4 SCFM charging rate 

Tal: (509) 326-4653 steerennnaareraeneseneareaeasces Od with discharge pressures up to 













Capitano 
CENTRAL WASHINGTON SCUBA | ! 5000 PSIG. 
Yakima, WA 98902-5989 Gas/Dive | 
Tel: (509) 452-4006 LL Mi a) Wi Hi Fe | Mii Uh HHL i TH U/C bl} \ ! 
Hi. oe Mh 
i i} if wih Wh) 
psi i} y i Hii “inl i} Hh, diy 7 mii a 


SARGE’S DIVE SHOP 

Summersville, WV 26651 

Tel: (304) 872-1782 

ADVENTURE SCUBA & DIVE TRAVEL 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

Tel: (304) 232-0158 


Complete with air purification 
system and fill hose, these safe, 
reliable and lightweight portable | 
compressors are designed for 
the serious sport diver. | 


3 LITTLE DEVILS 

Baraboo, WI 53913 got 

Tel: (608) 356-5866 ve Available in electric motor drive 
HILO SCUBA We single phase 230 VAC, three © 
Bibb Syeda Junior It-G. phase 230/460 VAC and gasoline 


Tel: (414) 938-6827 Ua Gasoline 
GREAT LAKES DIVER LN A EMRE 4c Kaiti engine drive. 
SERVICE & SUPPLY, INC. TN 

Fredonia, WI 53021 WWII 


Tel: (414) 284-6281 ni ee r} Ml sanievsmals wie ee rity 2 al MM ®Ceeeeveeescoesceoaoaeveeceovceeeeenene mh Mi ae ca oeeee oe my i 


DIVER DAN’S SCUBA CENTER 
Hes are _... BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 
1328 Azalea Garden Road e Norfolk, Virginia 23502-1944 


Tal: (414) 652-9399 
e a: (757) 855-1 -6006 * Fax: (757)857-1041 * E-Mail: sis@bauercomp.com 









UNDERWATER CONNECTIONS 
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051 
Tel: (414) 251-8283 
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“Powerf i and sensitive, 
the Pulse 12 


detects it all.” 


cent setstt EERE AE EE a tee, 


med eae | it t detects all metals. 
A control box, search coil, 150 ft. cable, and 


tow fish are included.” 


oo p HOV 


u/w Metal 
Detector 


Call for a free catalog or to order our demonstration video. 


J.W. Fishers Mfg., 


Inc. 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA 


(800)822-4744 « Tel. (508)822-7330 © FAX: (508)880-8949 or 822-1931 












Nikonos and Sea & Sea 


Repairs, Sales & Accessories 


Underwater Photo-Tech ’ 
16 Manning St. #104, Derry, NH 03038 
603-432-1997 603-432-4702 fax 
uwphoto.com E-mail uwpt@ix.netoom.com #4 
Authorized Warranty Center for Nikonos and Sea & Sea 





















“VIRGIN ISLANDS ADVENTURES 
Luxury Crewed Catamarans 


TIGRESS Yacht Charters 


BEST Value In Liveaboard Diving & Sailing 
Visit: www. Tigress Yachts.com 


Call Toll Free: 1-877-TIGRESS (844-7377) 





Sea Dwellers has over 

26 years experience diving 
Pennekamp Park and the 
Florida Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary! Attractive dive or 


eerie packages with the Holiday Inn SunSpree 
| Resort home of SunCruz Casino Cruises! 
a just 55 minutes south a 

aprad the Ina features two 


JWFishers@aol.com 


MARINE SPORTS BEST LOCATION AT FIESTA INN 


HOTEL, OUR OWN PIER, 
LOCKERS AND RINSING TANK WITH 
SHOWERS, FAST BOATS AND 
PERSONALIZED TEAM SERVICE TRIPS, 
‘eoyAllY ime > (ae) INSTRUCTIONS AND RENTALS. 
Ph: 52 (987) 25062 ¢ E-mail: marinesp@czm.com.mx 
P.O. Box 379 Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600 


~CENTRAL AMERICA 
Tel: 954-929-0090 ¢ Fax: 954-922-7478 
E-mail: bahia @ gate.net 
http:// www.bahiatours.com 


800-443-0717 














~ @SDVAD 1998 





Sea Dwellers Dive Center 





108 SKIN DIVER MAY 1999 


800-451-3640 


http://www.sea-dwellers.com 
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Marine 
Ea 
the Florida Keys 


he 10th annual Florida Keys 
Marine Archaeology Field 
School will be July 10 to 17 in 
the Florida Keys. Divers are 
invited to once again take part in this 
exciting program. The Dive Into 
History program is hosted every year 
by the National Center for Shipwreck 
Research (NCSR). All work is con- 
ducted and supervised by Dr. R. 
Duncan Mathewson III, a well-known 
authority on historic shipwreck arch- 
aeology. In his 25 years of work, he 
has taught the subject to nearly 1,500 
sport divers in 20 states. 

This summer’s field school will 
involve surveys on historical ship- 
wrecks in the Upper Keys. All infor- 
mation collected in the field school 
will be added to the shipwreck data- 
base, which was started by NCSR 
eight years ago. Recreational divers 
will be playing a major role in devel- 
oping an inventory and site-specific 
criteria in support of the NOAA 
Management Plan for the Florida 
Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Dive 
boats and equipment for the program 
are being provided by Spencer Slate of 
Captain Slate’s Atlantis Dive Center. 

To participate in the 1999 program, 
contact Duncan Mathewson at (305) 
453-3833 or visit the NCSR webpage at 
www.members.aol.com/ncsr1988. * 
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KEY LARGO, FLORIDA 


serving the dive community 
since 1975 


Experience the best 
Warm Water Diving 
and Snorkeling in 
the Continental 
United States 


e Dive the prolific reefs of 
PENNEKAMP PARK 
& the Key Largo National 
Marine Sanctuary 


e US Coast Guard Cutters 
Bibb & Duane 


e COMING SOON !! 
Largest shipwreck ever 
sunken for Sport Divers - 
The LSD 32 
Spiegel Grove 


e Statue of Christ of the 
Abyss 


n va on, why not 
3 bai Y gh ih 4 v7) ng 
| with one of many 
advanced programs offered 
by the Keys only PADI Career 
Development Center. Ask 
about our NITROX course! 


call today to book your vacation with: 


Marina del Mar 
and Ocean Divers 


800-451-1113 


fax 305-451-5765 
http: //oceandivers.com 
email -info@oceandivers.com 








Scuba Diving 


Mondriaan 


* 


Belize 
Rembrandt van Ni 
i 


4 


4 


Nature & Wildlife Cruises 


= 


Galapagos 


SEE ECORET | sc - ioe ie I go 
Oceanwide Expeditions — 


1-800-453-7245 
Phone: (281) 987-9600 « Fax: (281) 987-1140 
E-Mail: oceanwh@infohwy.com 


http://www.diveguideint.com/p0875.htm Arctic & Antartic Expeditions 


Diving Single? 


Do you enjoy venturing into the wide world of diving all by yourself? 
What do you like about diving single? What problems have you 
encountered? Do you have a favorite destination for nightlife? 

What resorts/live-aboards cater to single divers? 


SKIN DIVER WANTS TO KNOW! 


Send your comments to Skin DiverMagazine, 
c/o Diving Single, 6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048, 
fax (213) 782-2121 or e-mail collinst@petersenpub.com 


As the world’s largest scuba diving company, Scubapro and 
Uwatec by Scubapro have established over 800 authorized 
dealers in the United States alone. It is important that 
you purchase your Scubapro and Uwatec equipment | 
through one of these authorized dealers. If you pur- 
chase or otherwise obtain Scubapro or Uwatec equip- 
ment from any other outlet, our product warranties 
will not be valid. Scubapro and Uwatec’s authorized 
dealers offer product information through the inter- 


net for information or advertising purposes only. 


For more detailed information regarding our tech- 
nology or for a list of our authorized dealers, feel 
free to visit us at both 


www.scubapro.com and 


e 


vy SCUBAPRO 


www.uwatec.com or call 


1.800.GO.SCUBA 
(467.2822) 
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Nalaiere| 


June 25-27 
(o] elele|comials 


Queen Mary, 
Long Beach, CA 


¢ 50,000 sq. ft. of exhibits with the aes gear, PEvel more 
¢ Two full days of seminars by top diving experts 

¢ Continuous U/W Film Festival featuring premier films 

¢ Casino Party benefiting the Catalina Conservancy Divers 
¢ Actually held aboard the magnificent Queen Mary! 

¢ Over 10,000 underwater enthusiasts attend every year! 


MARK IT ON YOUR CALENDAR! 
Save Time and Money by Registering in Advance 
¢ See the May or June issues of 


CALIFORNIA 


DIVINGES 


¢ E-mail: mail@saintbrendan.com 
¢ Call: (310) 792-2333 ¢ Fax: 792-2336 
¢ Write: Box 11231, Torrance, CA 90510 


Please direct all 

address changes, 

questions and inquiries 
_regarding your subscription to: 


1-800-800-3487 | 
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nless you're new to diving or 
have spent the last decade on 
the moon, you probably know 
coral reefs are in serious trou- 
ble. While divers are near the bottom 
of the list when it comes to reasons 
why coral reefs are dying, they're 
often an easy target to blame. As a 
result, resource managers and dive 
industry experts alike have long 
voiced the desire to improve the envi- 
ronmental awareness of divers and 
snorkelers who visit coral reefs. The 
problem is there has never been a 
comprehensive training program 
designed specifically to meet this 
objective—until now. 

A unique program, Marine Resource 
Management for Dive Professionals, is 
now under development. A series of 
pilot courses designed to refine and 
validate the curriculum will be held 
later this year. This 30-hour profes- 
sional development course is designed 
to give instructors and divemasters— 
or anyone who's involved in supervis- 
ing or teaching divers—a background 
in coral reef ecology, along with an 
introduction to pertinent marine 
resource management issues that affect 
divers and the diving industry. 

“No dive professional can even 
imagine a world without coral reefs,” 
says course designer Alex Brylske. 
“But that could become a reality in 
our childrens’ lifetimes. Giving pro- 
fessionals the tools they need to cre- 
ate skilled and environmentally aware 
divers is what this course is all about.” 

More information about this 
program is available at www.coralis- 
landcharters.com/MHMcourse.html. 
Remember, if you're not part of the 
solution, then you're part of the 
problem. = 





Oahu's 
Bayfest 1999 


cean Concepts will host Bay- 

fest, Oahu’s largest water- 

sports event, July 16 through 

18. There will be discover 
snorkeling programs and discover 
diving programs hourly at the onsite 
pool, There will be an underwater 
treasure hunt, with more than $5,000 
in prizes, and a snorkeling treasure 
hunt for youngsters ages 8 to 11. 
There will be seminars on travel and 
equipment maintenance, with equip- 
ment inspection offered onsite. 

For more information, call Ocean 
Concepts at (800) 808-3483 or (808) 
677-7975 or fax (808) 682-1031. You 
can e-mail info@oceanconcepts.com 
or visit the website at www.ocean- 
concepts.com, ** 


GOING TO 
BONAIRE? 


Cat us now and 


receive our free 
guide to planning 


your Bonaire 
vacation! 
Includes planning 
tips, lodging 
descriptions, 
discount travel 
information and 


package 

prices along 

with new 

lodging and 

ADVENTURES diving options! 


CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 


800-748-8733 


601-353-7547 FAX: 601-353-7559 















* Live the Dream. 


Yes, you can make a 
great.living with the 
right training 

and a quality 
placement 


program. 


ol ac ae -800-331 4255 NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

~ cr = I - 305-743-5929 In FL 100% TUITION FINANCING at 9% 

a. At “a = FAX 305-743-8168 Approved applicants 
o™A=1= “© www.halisdiving.com APPROVED FOR VETERANS TRAINING 


at Faro. Blancs Resort & Hall’s Diving Center * 1994 Overseas Hwy ¢ Marathon, FL Keys 33050 


*100% 1992.94 FETPIP: 4998-98 100% plated 4 out of 8 types of Instructor programs, 97% placed on an average of all Institute diets including Divemaster 
and Repair Tech. As a result of 2 vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this information. 
The matheds used to callect this information are specified by state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. 

Licensed by: State Board of Noa-Public Career Education ~ Tallahassee, FL. License # 94. Composite Photo: Underwater class’ on the Reef at the Institute. 


DIVE MADNESS 


PACKAGE] 


FROM 
UNDER 













jt 


JALOUSIE HILTON REsonrT & SPA ST. LUCIA 
Tel (758) 459-7666 © Fax (758) 459-7667 


E-mail: jhr_sales&mkt@candw.lc * www.jalousiehilton.com 


© SD/AD 1999 
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9 DAY DIVE 
PACKAGES 
FROM $249 
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we ADVENTURES 


The World Leader in Dive Travel 
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SPECIAL 
LOW COST 
AIR FARES 


FIESTA INN" 
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VILLA BLANCA 
GARDEN 
BEACH HOTEL 


tag 


a 
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toyvu® 


Pvyws 


800-710-8805, 


FAX 206-441-5431 
E-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


www.divetropical.co 


EMORY KRISTOF 
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Divers Learning 
Fly Fishing 
During Surface 
Intervals 


ly fishing surface intervals are 

a growing passion appealing 

to many divers who want a 

completely relaxing vacation. 
Peter Hillenbrand, owner of the 
Southern Cross Club, a diving and 
fishing resort on Little Cayman in 
the Cayman Islands, says, “Our 
small resort caters primarily to the 
young and maturing professionals 
in their mid 30s to 50s who change 
gears from scuba diving to fly fish- 
ing. More and more we are seeing 
our diving guests taking up fly fish- 
ing between dives, and half of them 
are women.” 

Like scuba diving, fly fishing is 
considered one of the fastest grow- 
ing soft adventure travel activities 
in North America, attracting a 
growing travel segment filled with 
upwardly mobile and established 
professionals. Aficionados describe 
fly fishing as a challenging sport 
that takes place in some of the 
most beautiful outdoor spaces on 
earth, such as the remote island of 
Little Cayman. 

Little Cayman’s Bloody Bay Wall 
offers some of the best diving in the 
world. Lesser known is the chal- 
lenge of the bonefish, permit and 
other sport fish found in abundance 
on the shallow flats inside its fring- 
ing reef. The Southern Cross Club 
has established itself as the place to 
enjoy saltwater fly fishing, with a 
conservation-minded catch and 
release program. 

Southern Cross’ Adventure 
Package offers divers the opportuni- 
ty to learn or improve their tech- 
nique in the art of fly fishing. The 
seven night dive and fish activity 
package includes five two tank dive 
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trips and three half-day fishing ses- 
sions with a professional guide, with 
fly fishing lessons also available. The 
package is available between January 
1 and June 31, 1999. For more infor- 
mation contact the Southern Cross 
Club at (800) 899-2582 or (619) 
563-0017, or e-mail TVLBUCK@ 
aol.com. = 


he Aggressor Fleet has 

announced it will again offer 

special “Kids’ Week” charters 

this summer. The free pro- 
gram allows kids between the ages 
of 4 and 11 to experience the thrill 
of live-aboard diving, while sharing 
the ultimate adventure with their 
parents on a week-long Aggressor 
adventure. 

Last year’s initial venture into 
family charters was such a success 
that the Aggressor Fleet has expand- 
ed its 1999 schedule to include char- 
ters aboard the Kona Aggressor II 
(July 3 to 10), the Bay Islands 
Aggressor III (July 10 to 17, July 31 
to August 7, and August 7 to 14), 
and the Cayman Aggressor IV (July 
10 to 17). 

Young future divers aboard these 
vessels will be able to explore the 
warm, inviting waters that bustle 
with marine life. They will also have 
the opportunity to become certified 
“Snorkel Divers” through either 
NAUI or PADI. Kids 12 and older 
will be offered a free resort scuba 
course. Non-diving children will be 
provided with five hours of daily 
guided activities that include fish 
identification, water safety, the 
basics of still photography, and 
video production. 

For reservations, contact your 
local dive store or call (800) 344- 
S002, | 


eee ~=6 World’s Largest Diving Dealer/ we carry OVER 100 DIFFERENT VENDORS: 


Never Undersold CaLt 1 -800-999-piveE(3483) 





Dive cs $ uppliy ©J For our FREE 64 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 






BestePriceseE quipmenteWarrantyeServiceeGuaranteed | sTUSA eSEA ELITE DACOR *MARES *BEUCHAT @SEA & SEA 
Call 1-800-999-DIVE(3483) For our Free Color Catalog »PEL_ICAN *PRINCETON « U/W KINETICS «IKELITE eJBL 
Visit our Website at: divers-supply.com *DIVE-RITE*POSEIDON*CITIZEN AND MANY MORE! 
Eight Stores to Serve You Sea Fue Sport G TT men 
*Macon, GA. 800-999-Dive(3483) ||Sport ReGuLator 
¢Marietta, GA. 770-419-1976 
*Doraville, GA. 770-939-3483 
eGainesville, FL. 352-332-4141 
«Jacksonville, FL. 904-646-3828 
*Tampa, FL. 813-885-1717 
«Palm Beach, FL. 561-848-1883 
*Charlotte, N.C. 704-525-0045 
We carry over 100 bIFFERENT VENDORS! 






















must have items in stock at the ee gine Guarantee 
does not apply to close-outs and must be done prior to the sale. 


ACCESSORIES Customer Bonus Awarps 


Dive Toot $19.95 RECEIVE POINTS FOR FREE GIFTS 


a ee | Sea ME FLOAT $18.95 
SUC NSERETEOOIN Dc Acar (ro) $49.95 EVERYTIME YOU PURCHASE. 
PADI TRAINING MATERIA 


Seer Kee | (MPREX Mask MSR eNNERSM || Dive rLac &LoaT «$19.95 
WE CARRY THE FULL LINE CALL 



















































IMPREX Fins (SEIGRS ERR) || Tank Gauce $89.95 
IMPREX || SNORKEL Mini Quest State $26.95 
IMPREX Boots Min Retractor $16.95 
IMPREX WARM WATER GLOVES Oct RETAINER $3.95 
Pro Compass $34,95 
SAve-A-DIVE KIT —--$12.95 |! T-Sints GALL FOR BEST PRICE 
PELICAN DRY BOXES CALL Luminox WATCHES 
PELICAN TANK RACKS CALL Navy SEALS WATCH CALL FOR BEST PRICE 
TANKS AND Acc. CALL : 
‘Dry Baas _ Cat CALL FOR BEST PRICE 







WE CARRY THE FULL LINE CALL 
SPEAR GUNS 
JBL GUNS CALL FOR BEST PRICE 





$24.95 
Warm Water Groves $ 9.95 









BUILD YOUR OWN PACKAGE 
| YOu can put together 
your own package with 
any brands you wish 
and receive our special 
ackage price. Ask! 
Name Brano Masks 
TUSA 13800 $34.95 
TUSA T7000 CALL 
SeA ELITE SINGLE LENS $29.95 
SEA E.ite 2-LeNS $29.95 
Ocean MasTER CALL 
CORRECTIVE LENS AVAILABLE ON 


























SCA 720 Consoxe 
*FREE REGULATOR BaG 
FREE Mini Octopus 









Name Brano Fins 
Sea Evite HypRomax $34.95 
Mares PLanALX  — $39.95 
Sea Etite Pro $54.95 
TUSA LigeraTor $39.95 
TUSA |mPREX $59.95 


















Sea Evite Dive Skins 

Poly-pro Suit $69.95 

Thermal Fleece Suit es 95 
milk Skins 





























SEA Evite SPORT WETSUIT 
Nylon Il Farmer John w/ Step-In Shorty 

1/8” Farmer John /Step-In Nylon Il $119.95 
1/4” Farmer John /Step-In Nylon II $129.95 
Available in Ladies or Mens Cut Color:All Black 


Name Branp Bacs we 


| | SOME MASKS CALL FOR INFO. 
BALLISTIC PULLCART 






















$99.95 Name BRAND SNORKELS 
TUSA Backpack BAG }|Ocean Master Dry $39.95 
$89.95 ” TUSA sp580 $24.95 
TUSA Rotter DurFie $64.95 || TUSA sP300 $18.95 
TUSA Mesx BackPack $34.95 |] SEA Evite xceLt purce $9.95 Ss ELITE Quest WETSUIT 
Sea Evite Backpack BAG $74.95 |(SEA Euite 2-tens + $29.95 Plush Interior Farmer John w/ Step-In Shorty 
Sea Evite Mesh Backpack $29.95 (fiat tectats! Memento net ie 1/8” Farmer John /Step-In Plush $149.95 
Sea Eure MesH Durrle $23.95 |iRtoneray Vem @naea aa OFT EE 1/4” Farmer John /Step-In Plush $169.95 
—<—<—== — ae Available in ladies color:black/pink or black/graphite 
Available in mens color:black/blue or black/graphite 


Free Kure Rean Vatue $45.00 | 


































Name Branp LiGHts S&@&SEA Cameras 
IkeiTe PC Lite $22.95|Mx-10 Camera CALL 
IKELITE PCA Lite $18.95 1Mx-10 & Ys-40a CALL 
U/W KineticsD8 = $56.95 |20Mm Lens F/Mx-10 CALL 
U/W Kinetics D4 ~=—s- $39.95 FMMilex CALL 
U/W Kinetics SL6 = $29.95] MMilex & YS60 CALL 
UMW Kinetics SL4. ~—- $19.95 k20wm Lens F/MMIL CALL 
PRINCETON SHOCKWAVE $49.95 Name Brann Cameras 


SEA Evite Xceut Lite_$19. 95, A|SeaLire ReerMasTer $179.95 

SEAEWTE © Jikeute AquasHoT3 $54.95 

ME OYSTEM 1|KeLTE AquasHot 3E $119.95 

Bonica SnapPpeR —s- $129.95 
IKELITE VIDEO PKG = CALL 
WE CARRY THE FULL LINE OF 
STROBES AND CAMERA 
ACCESORIES FOR ALL LINES. 




































Plush Interior Farmer John w/ Step-In Shorty 
*Knife Pocket w/free knife 

¢Thigh utility pockets, one on each thigh 
*Heavy-duty kneepads 

1/8” Farmer John /Step-In Plush $229.95 
1/4” Farmer John /Step-In Plush $249.95 
Available in mens color: black/graphite 


















1/4” HooD PLUSH 
Hoopep VEST $41 95 
Zipper Boots 5mm $24.95 
MANIFOLD w/ ISOLATION $ 269.95 Zipper Boots 6.5mm $39.95 
Ae i $129.95 3MM NEOPRENE GLOveS $18.95 
Cap Hoop $16.95 
Name Branp Reo’s & Octs | Name Branp Knives |W Rtaees $69.95 
SEA ELITE SPORT XR3 $99.95 | TUSA FK-800 4.9 $16.95 
Sea Etite Quest xr4 $169.95 | TUSA FK-10 $24.95 i 
TUSA TR350 $129.95 OceAN MASTER TITANIUM CALL Name Branp Beco’ S SEA Exite TECH 
TUSA TR390 $144.95] W/W Kinetics Knives Catt ||SEA Evite Srort $134.95 *WEIGHT-NTEGRATED 
TUSA TR400 $189.95 Seq Evite Vovacer $19.95 ||TUSA Liberator 2 $149.95 Wee te *CIGHT -2” D-RINGS 
Duo-Air Oct $129.95 TUSA ImPREX $234.95 Me BACK INFLATION 
Quest Oct $59.95 ARLES EUR ere IESE) |WeicHT INTEGRATED Bco’s | “CONVERTS FOR USE 
Se cee USA 10-300 $149.95 |)Sea Evite TecH «$299.95 | WITH DOUBLE TANKS 
D-GAUGE CONSOLE $79.95 | USA !Q-400 $189.95 |)Sea Evite Exprorer $214.95 * eV/ARIETY OF AIR CELLS 
PSI GAUGE $44,95 |IST NitRox/Air $289.95 |ITUSA Imprex BB $239.95 | TECH with 60:8 AIR CELL $299.95 
TUSA SCA720 $99, g5 {Dive Rite Catt |!TUSA Imprex Pro $319.95 | TECH WITH 8518 AIR CELL $329.95 
CocHRAN Dive Rite Trans. Il Catt | TECH WITH DOUBLE BLADDER AIR CELL 
Cat. | 


























*AVAILABLE IN 200 or 300 Bar 
*AVAILABLE IN 3/4” or 7/8” 
STANDARD Manirotp $199.95 










WITH BOOTS AND VALVES $499.95 
Tri-Laminate Dry Suit 
TRI-LAMINATE MATERIAL WITH BOOTS 

AND VALVES $799.95 
STANDARD UNDERWARE.......9 109.95 
ae $199.95 





































3M GLOVES 



































































Call- 1-800-999-DIVE Tran 


REPRESENTS THE Finest Dive Becca 
CALL US FOR THE Best PRiceE AND Best VALUE. 
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circling the Reader Service number that corresponds with the advertiser and filling in the 
information requested. Once completed, just drop it in the mail. As an added bonus, sending 


in the Reader Service card will automatically enter you in the monthly prize giveaway. 
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Reader Information Service 


We here at Skin Diver search the 
world to bring you the best in 
resorts, live-aboards, diving 
adventure and newly discovered 
hot spots each and every 
month. We seek out the latest 
in dive equipment and cutting 
edge training. We work hard at 
delivering the information you 
need to make your diving 
easier and more fun. Our 
Reader Service cards take it one 
step farther. We put the dive 
world at your fingertips. Get the 
information you want, send in a 
Reader Service card today! 


Skin Diver's Massachusetts address 
is for reader information only. 


SUBSCRIBER INQUIRIES AND ADDRESS CHANGES 
should be directed to the address at the foot of the last page. 


q IN i Skin Diver's 
Prize of the Month... 


Send in this month’s Reader 
Service card, postmarked no 
later than May 31,1999 
and you could be the 
lucky winner of an 
easy to use SeaLife 
Reefmaster point- 
and-shoot camera 
system. For infor- 
mation on the 
complete line of 
SeaLife cameras, 
visit their website at 
www. pioneerresearch.com 







No purchase necessary. You can also enter by sending a 3 by 5 inch index card 
with your name, address and telephone number to Skin Diver, P.O. Box 51473, 
Boulder, CO 80323-1473. 


reader service card 


SEND LITERATURE TO: (Please print in ink) 
NAME 
STREET 

CITY 

STATE 

E-Mail address 


Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


ZIP 


1. When do you usually read Skin Diver? 


(01) © Prior to choosing a dive vacation 

(02) ©) Prior to going on a dive vacation 

(03) CQ) Prior to making an equipment purchase 
(04) () Prior to seeking dive training 

(05) CQ) No particular time 


2. Which of these had influence on your decision to enroll in your first diver 
certification course? (Check all that apply.) 


(06) () Friend or relative 

(07) Q Television show 

(08) C) Magazine article(s) 

(09) CQ) Advertisement or other solicitation 
(10) ©) Dive show or convention 


3. Do you have non-diver friend(s) or a spouse who occasionally or 
regularly reads or looks at your copies of Skin Diver? 


(11) © Yes (12) CQ) No 


For FREE literature: Circle the number you want, put a stamp on the card and mail it today! 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 #13 #14 #15 #416 #17 «18 «219+ «20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 #30 31 #32 #33 #34 #35 36 37 38 39 = 40 
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 
61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 %75 76 77 #78 79 80 
81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 100 
101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119 120 
121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139 140 
141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 151 152 153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 
161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 169 170 171 172 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 
181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190 191 192 193 194 195 196 197 198 199 200 
201 202 203 204 205 206 207 208 209 210 211 212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219 220 
221 222 223 224 225 226 227 228 229 230 231 232 233 234 235 236 237 238 239 240 
241 242 243 244 245 246 247 248 249 250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257 258 259 260 
261 262 263 264 265 266 267 268 269 270 271 272 273 274 275 276 277 278 279 280 
281 282 283 284 285 286 287 288 289 290 291 292 293 294 295 296 297 298 299 300 
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reader service card 
SEND LITERATURE TO: (Please print in ink) 
NAME 
STREET 
CITY 
STATE 
E-Mail address 


Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery 


ZIP 


1, When do you usually read Skin Diver? 


(01) © Prior to choosing a dive vacation 

(02) C) Prior to going on a dive vacation 

(03) CQ) Prior to making an equipment purchase 
(04) () Prior to seeking dive training 

(05) QC) No particular time 


2. Which of these had influence on your decision to enroll in your first diver 
certification course? (Check all that apply.) 


(06) ©) Friend or relative 

(07) ©) Television show 

(08) ©) Magazine article(s) 

(09) () Advertisement or other solicitation 
(10) ©) Dive show or convention 


3. Do you have non-diver friend(s) or a spouse who occasionally or 
regularly reads or looks at your copies of Skin Diver? 


(11) ©) Yes (12) CQ) No 
For FREE literature: 


1 2 3 4 5 6 7 #68 
26 
46 
66 
86 

106 

126 
146 

166 

186 

206 

226 

246 


11 16 #17 #18 419 
30. (31 
50. 51 
70 71 
91 
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151 
171 
191 
211 
231 


251 


14 
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Circle the number you want, put a stamp on the card and mail it today! 
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ff Full time Caribbean or world-wide employment. 


. 
“x Teach part-time to earn extra income. 
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> Aim for the highest rating in diving. 
AWARDED PADI #1 TRAINING 
FACILITY IN THE U.S.A.* 


EASY STEPS 


"1975/76/77 


Our Modular approach to instructor training 
allows you to choose how far you want to go. , 


‘Dl The Divemaster Package 
* Advanced Open Water *Medic First Aid 
*Rescue Diver *Divemaster *Nitrox Diver 


=, The Instructor Package A 
*Instructor Development Course *Instructor Preparatory S U M Mi E R S P EC A L gee 
*Medic First Aid Instructor *Dan O, Provider Instructor p A D i | N ST R U CTO R C O U Re Ss E 


= The Professional Instructor Package 
* Master Scuba Diver Trainer *Nitrox Instructor/Blender S 53 Q 
*Resort Operations Specialist 


10191 Pines Blvd., Pembroke Pines, Florida 33026 toll free (888) 232-7234 (cdc-padi) (954) 430-3483 fax (954) 430-2757 
www.diversunlimited.com e-mail: dvrsunim@bellsouth.net 


Central Skin Divers 


BEFORE You Buy OR UPGRADE YOUR EQUIPMENT: 


FREE ADVICE 


“Rabies you're a First-time Diver or a Dive Instructor, now you can talk toy 
Central Certified Scuba Divers about their personal experiences with Life Support 
| Equipment provided by companies like Dacor, Genesis, Mares, Oceanic, Poseidon, i 
‘ scubapro, SeaQuest, Sherwood, “Spare Air’, U.S. Divers, Uwatec, Zeagle, etc. 


FREE CATALOG 


Just call, Toll-Free, and ask for the Central SkinDivers special Catalog Listing of i 
Recommended Name-Brand Equipment, with Worldwide Manufacturer Warranties, 
with No Obligation To Buy Anything, Now or Ever. i 





For over 45 years, Scuba Divers from all over the world have turned for help to 
Central Certified Scuba Divers to get the Life Support Equipment they need. 


For Free Advice, or a Free Catalog— (or for an invitation to visit the Central SkinDivers 
Showroom in New York City or the “PADI DIVE CENTER” just minutes from Kennedy Airport) 


Call TOLL-FREE: 41-SOO0-S3 -S CUBA 


OVERSEAS & LOCAL TELEPHONES: (212) 362-7450 or (718)739-5772 





WeEB SITE: www.centralskindivers.com =e \V PN | ee © Lolo tc l-lotul or: RC r-lo) mMotelaa| 
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| | customized itineraries 


_,| Experience East Africa’s very best 
_ | diving. Also complete land safaris. 
| Discounted airfares. 





4 


nue! 
® 


4 A 


° se asd i.e ee = 
See Dive Services at www.skin-diver.com 
Rates $642 for 6 x months, $942 for a full year. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
Visa or Mastercard accepted. Contact: Vivian Williams, Skin Diver Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. 


Email: williamv@pete 
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Place Your Overseas Listing Here! 
Call (323) 782-2778 or E-mail williamv@petersenpub.com 


AFRICAN SHARK DIVING ADVENTURES = 800-443-0799 
| GREAT WHITES GUARANTEED from $695 3 nights/2 days in 


| cages near Capetown. Group rates and complete Safari pkgs 
_ | avail. E: divi@AdventureExpress.com 
| | HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING 


082 960 80 56 
| 800-443-0799 
"| Combine a SAFARI with diving. On Kenya Coast experience 

| real Africa above and below the water. Call for prices & 
E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
800-909-7697 
www.divetropical.com 


_ | MANTAREEF CAMP - TANZANIA 


a, e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 
_ | M/YKISIWANI- LIVE-ABOARD 800-909-7697 
_ | East Africa's best live-aboard. www.divetropical.com 
wed 7 night trips from only $1100, also available 

7 customized land safaris. e-mail: dive@divetropical.com 


| DOCKYARD DIVERS 
med Nelson's Dockyard, Box 184, St. John’s Antigua 

__| Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational sites 
1 within 1 mile. Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 


809-460-1178 FAX 809-460-1179 
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PELICAN ADVENTURES PH. 011-297-872302 
Wreck, reef, night dives. Dive RSE program. Photography 
Gold Palm 5 star dive center. Lessons and certifications. 
e-mail: pelican-aruba@setarnet.aw_fax: 011-297-872315 
RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA www. redsail.com 877-RED-SAIL 
Aruba’s only PADI 5-Star Resort & IDC Center 40’ x 48’ dive 
boats. 2 & 1-tank, night dives, instruction. 5 tank dive 


package $150/7 day unlimited $300. Hotel pickup. 
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ADVENTURE DIVING ON NIMROD III 800-443-0799 
3 or 4 day trips to Cod Hole/Lizard Island. Intimate/flexible 70’ 
steel cat-a/c w/E6 from $575 p/p. Charters & complete air/land 
pkgs. available. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com Fax 415-442-0289 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS 61 740315255 FAX: 617 4051 9955 
3-DAY 2-NIGHT OUTER GREAT BARRIER REEF LIVEABOARD 
featuring the brand new vessel Scubapro. Also 1-day trips. 
Cod Hole and Coral Sea Safaris prodive@internetnorth.com 
TAKA DIVE AUSTRALIA 61740518722 
Dive Nthn GBR/Cod Hole 4 days/3 nts. Coral Sea. 5 days/4 nts. 
Large Live-aboard A/C vessel Taka IL Fax 61 740-312739 
E-mail takadive@taka.com.au www.taka.com.au 
TUSA DIVE PH. 61740311248 
Australia’s Great Baier Reef, Cod Hole, and Coral Sea. day trips, nitrox diving, 
liveaboard charters and accommodated packages. Fax: 61-7-40315221, 
http://www.tusadive.com, E-mail: tusa@c1 30.aone.net.au 
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SEASCAPE INN 242-369-0342 
Mangrove Cay, Andros-Five Cabanas, restaurant, bar and dive 
shop on the beach. Moments from the Andros Barrier Reef. 
www.seascapeinn.com e-mail: relax@seascapeinn.com 
M/V OCEAN EXPLORER PH: (561) 288-4262 (800) 338-9383 
Live-aboard diving & film expeditions. Wild dolphins, whales 
and shark encounters. Bluehole cave diving. NITROX. 

e-mail: oceanexp@aol.com Fax: (561) 288-0183 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER (800) 383-6480 (242) 333 2309 
Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank am, 1 tank & snorkel 
PM. Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, night 
All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
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DIVE BOAT SAFARI PH 246-427-4350 FX 246-436-8946 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. B’DOS HILTON NEEDHAM‘S PT P.O. BOX 510 
DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS 246-432-0931 PH/FX 
Small Groups, Personalized Service, Fast, comfortable 32 ft 
boat PADI Resort member. “The caring professionals” 
www.gti.net/hightide hightide@sunbeach.net 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 FX (246) 435-8214 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. Specialties, Medic 
First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ Church, Barbados, W.I. 
www.skynews.com/x-sub E-mail: x-sub@caribsurf.com 
DIVE WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE TEL/FAX 246-432-2558 
Resort courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.gocarib.com/barbados/wssc E-mail: peterg@sunbeach.net 
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BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT 888-653-9090 
Super summer special: 4 nights, 2 tank dives per day. 
Breakfast & dinner starting at $559 per person. Beachfront 
location. Email: belizevacation@yahoo.com 

CHAA CREEK COTTAGES INLAND EXPEDITIONS & MACAL RIVER TENTED CAMP 
330 acres of private rainforest reserve in Maya Mountains. Mayan 
ruins, horseback riding, canoeing, birding, butterfly farm 

E-mail: chaacreek@btl.net Ph. 501-92-2037 www.chaacreek.com 
FREE DIVING IN BELIZE LIMITED OFFER CALL NOW 
5 days diving free when you book direct with Gaz Cooper's 
DIVE BELIZE call 800-499-3002 or 954-351-8861. 

E-mail: gaz@btl.net www.divebelize.com 
HUGH PARKEY BELIZE DIVE CONNECTION www.belizediving.com 
Diving w/ barrier reef, Turneffe Isl. & Lighthouse Atoll. F/S dive 
shop, charters, inland activities, instr. Near Blue Hole.Belize’s Two 
Worlds of Adv. P 501234526, (888) 223-5403 F 501-2-78808 
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rsenpub.com or call (323) 782-2778 or fax (323) 782-2121. 


JAGUAR REEF LODGE, Belize. The ULTIMATE adventure 
travel experience! Barrier Reef diving and Jungle tours. 
Call 800-909-7697 for complete information. 
Fax 206-441-5431 dive@divetropical.com 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, NITROX www.gooddiving.com 
Intro-nitrox certs. Overwater cabanas. Top quality food, diving 
& instruction. Arrive/depart daily. Fred Good, prop. 
Belize: 501-212121, US Fax: 941-488-3953, 800-678-6871 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. 
Please call for details. http://www.tflats.com 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE 800-737-3483 
A true diver’s paradise. Includes three tanks daily and meals all 
on a beautiful 12 acre private island. 

h ttp://www.ultimatedivetravel.com 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine a 
dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. Call 
International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 


NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 FAX 441-234-5180 


Bermuda's only two centrally located PADI 5 Star IDC centers. Wreck 
& reef dives daily, with wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. 


Pkgs available. E-mail nautilus@ibl.bm or www.bermuda.bm/nautilus 
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BLACK DURGONINN BKDURGON@BONAIRENET.COM 800-526-2370 
Box 200 Bonaire N.A Fax direct to Al Catalfumo 011-5997-8846 
A truly unique owner operated small resort/apartments. 

Excellent Diving & Snorkeling. The reef is our backyard. 

BON BINI DIVERS/LIGHTHOUSE BEACH RESORT 508-399-7363 
Beachfront 2 bdr 3 bath deluxe townhome, pool, A/C, cable, 
minutes from our PADI 5-star facility, inst, service, boats, 
shore, snorkel program. Complete pkgs (w auto) w/ call. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES 011-5997-8405 FX 011-5997-8605 
Clean, quiet, 1-3 BR bung, a/c, cable TV, full kitchen, Pvt patio + 
garden, hot shower, best value, car + dive pkgs avail. Min. from 
beach & diving. www.bonaire.org/happy-holiday 
GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE 1-800-700-6373 
World class diving at a world class intimate beach resort. 
Private. Exclusive. Friendly. Luxurious. Affordable. 
305-5679509 www.harbourvillage.com 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT/DIVE & PHOTO 
Bonaire’s most personalized dive resort & more. Guided snrk, 
kayaking, nature tour & mtn biking discovery. ph:59975252 
info@discoverbonaire.com www.discoverbonaire.com 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique diving experiences: photos, 
marine creatures, much more. http://touchthesea.com 
(Closed July thru October). Reservations recommended. 
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CUAN LAW 800-648-3393 OR 284-494-2490 
Relaxed diving for 1 to 20 with lots of other toys and activities 
for non divers too. Ask about family rate. Great food and crew. | 
Visit www.diveguideint.com/cuanlaw 
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BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-888-633-7474 
New unlimited BOAT diving package (AM-PM-Night) with 
Treasure Island Resort. 8 days/7nights for only $849. 
Email: bobsotos@candw.ky __ www.bobsotosdiving.com.ky 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath prvt home $675wk. $120/day. 
Snkl/dive off your own beach, rock climbing, hiking or just 
relax & enjoy. Fully furn. Brac Aquatics Dive Pkg. Avail. 
CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY PH 970-226-5489 
Oceanfront fully equipped private homes for rent. 
$70 — $200/day. Air, car & dive pkg. avail. Divers Heaven. 
Reference. Fax 970-282-0969 www.frii.com/qgetaway 
CAYMAN DIVING LODGE, EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN 
800-TLC-DIVE. http://www.divelodge.com 
Best diving in the Cayman Islands! All-Inclusive full-service 
10 rm. dive resort. NO TOURISM! 17 mi. of diving paradise. 
DON FOSTERS DIVE CAYMAN 1-800-83-DIVER 
Full service facility in G.T. Custom boats, proff. staff. 
Exc. pkg rates. Free wreck dive. E-mail: dfd@candw.ky 
T. 305-945-5132 Fx. 345-945-5133 www.donfosters.com 
DIVE LA ESPERANZA CAYMAN BRAC FX 3459480525 PH 3459480531 BEST 
Oceanside vacation homes & condo. Full kitchens A/C, TV, W&D. Private 
white sand beach. Free Brochure $80 & $100 pd, summer $100 & 125. 
Winter Brac Aquatics dive pkg. avi. Free airport pick up/d off. 
LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER AND CAYMAN BRAC CONDOS 800-544-2722 
We are Cayman’s oldest and most experienced pioneering dive 
operator. Try live-aboard diving & enjoy twice the quantity and quality 
dives of a resort for less $! We have best prices in Cayman for condos. 
OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 800-544-6576 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, new 
boat, pick-ups, advanced diving & photo. Secluded beach 
villas and condos. www.oceanfrontiers.com email oceanf@cand.ky 
PARADISE VILLAS, LITTLE CAYMAN toll free: 18773CAYMAN 
12 Oceanfront villas w/ kitchens & restaurant. 5 minute boat ride 
to Bloody Bay. New boat, small groups. English, Francais, Espafiol 
Email: igqgy@candw.ky www.paradisevillas.com 
PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 345 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.I. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. New pool/spa. All inclusive packages. 
New dive boat/nitrox Direct booking FAX 345 948-1011 
RED SAIL SPORTS GRAND CAYMAN 877-RED-SAIL 
6 dive boats, 5 dive & watersports centers—www. redsail.com 
Daily 2 & 1-tank dives, night dives. Courses available. 
Wide variety of hotel & condo. packages. Fall specials! 
SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB LITTLE CAYMAN 800-899-2582 (CLUB) 
Max of 12 divers per boat, 11 beachfront cottages w/ A/C, 
800’ of pristine white sand beach w/ private dock 
SCC is the best way to relax and dive Little Cayman's famous wall. 


AQUAVENTURAS PADI FACILITY & ECOVENTURES 800-367-5960 
Small dive groups. U/W photo svc. E-6 proc. Whale sharks, 
turtles, rays, etc. Rainforest trips. Whitewater rafting, birding, 
active voicanos, wind surfing, w/air packages. 

BILL BEARD’S DIVING SAFARIS TOLL FREE (877) 853-0538 
Since 1976. World class diving PADI Resort/IANTO-NITROX 
7 day/6nt/5 dive pkg. From $593. pp/dbl. US fax: 934-351-9740. 
E-Mail: costaric@gate.net www.diving.safaris.com 
EL OCOTAL RESORT 1-800-909-7697 
Beautiful, spacious and simply the best. Personalized service. 
Great diving. Experienced divemasters. Discount airfare/land 


packages. dive@divetropical.com 
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CARIBBEAN APARTMENTS 1-800-238-2140 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top dive 
sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/ Underwater 


Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 


LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO. BAPOR KIBRA 
z/n tel. 599-94618100 fax 599-9461 8200. Full svc PADI 5H IDC 
Dive Center. entrance Nat. underwater park. 38’ 40’ dive boats, 
dive pkg./arp rates avail. Direct booking. E-mail Lionsdiv@ibm.net 
PRINCESS BEACH RESORT & PRINCESS DIVERS 800/992-2015 
Beachfront resort and PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes Dive Facility. 
Dive packages. Nitrox available. All PADI courses. 

www. princessbeach.com www.peterhughes.com 


CABRITS DIVECENTRE PH (767) 445-3010/FX: (767) 445-3011 
Dominica’s only PADI 5 star dive centre located on the NW coast. 
Fabulous untouched dive sites surrounded by the Carribean’s #1 
ecotourism island. cabritsdive@cwdom.dm 


SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of 
the island 4 days, 3 nights package from U.S. $487.00 p/p all 
inclusive. Ask for brochure and_ information 
Tel: (800) 550-1869 | www.prieto-tours.com/portillo-scuba 
TREASURE DIVERS 800-820-1631 www.diveguideint.com/p0338.htm 
Boca Chica-PADI facility on the trendy Don Juan Beach offers 
famous cave and wreck diving-day excursions to the best sites 
of the island sharks, rays-whale watching. 


DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-909-7697 
World-class topside and underwater. Dive world renowned 
Somosomo Straits. Complete air/land/dive packages. 
www.divetropical.com dive@divetropical.com 
DIVE KADAVU Fijl’S BEST VALUE! US/CAN (800) 525-3833 
ISL premiere dive operator offering pkgs at Matana and Jonas Paradise 
Resorts. Daily dive trips to legendary reefs including Astrolabe. 
Contact Landfall Dive Travel CA (510) 794-1599. 
NAI‘A CRUISES FiJl_ 1-800-903-0272 = www.naia.com.fj 
Fiji's finest coral reefs & pelagic passages. Spacious & comfort- 
able. Friendly crew. Owner-operated. Tonga humpback whale 
trips. Email: naia@is.com.fj_ Tel: 679-450-382 Fx: 679-450-566 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 800-828-9146 
17 luxury hotels. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine diving 
conditions. Only Five Star Resort with PADI facility instruction. 


Member Relais Chateaux http://www.vatulele.com 
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AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate dive 
boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available. _ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
GALAPAGOS SUB-AQUA 954-489-7749 OR 888-317-6333 
The first and best land based dive operation. 

Hotel/dive packages and live aboards available. 

Adventure Diving --- PADI, NAUI courses and referrals. 
LAMMER LAW US/CAN 800-525-3833 
Galapagos best value! 7, 10, & 11 NT. charters available. 
Experience this 95 ft elegant trimaran diver dedicated vessel today! 
LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL CA. 510-794-1599. 


CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 


singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34319 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvqg school 


AARON’S DIVE SHOP - OAHU 1-888-84-SCUBA 
Experience the great wrecks in Oahu’s warm clear waters. 
Daily 2 tank dive tours / OW Referrals our Specialty 

E-mail: aarons@aloha.com website:www.aloha.com/~aarons 
DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, caverns, 
sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, EANX 
training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
robinson@maui.net or call 800# for FREE information package. 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE www.mauiscuba.com 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 800-525-7234 808-329-5662 808-329-2243 FX 
http://hawaiian-divers.com e-mail: hawdiver@ilhawaii.net 
South Pacific scuba tours, sharks, wrecks, manta. Night dives 
dolphins, cave dives. Dive Oahu and dive the Kona coast. 
JACK’S DIVINGLOCKER _ 1-800-345-4807/808-329-7585 
75-5819 Aliii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun 

crew; 2 boats; nights mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PADI e-mail: diveidI@qte.net, www.diveidl.com 
KONA COAST DIVERS 800-KOA-DIVE DIVEKONA@KONA.NET 
Professionalism since 1967. PADI 5 H IDC / NAUI & SSI. 

PRO / TDI/ Nitrox, Rebreathers. Full classroom, retail, rentals 
www.konacoastdivers.com 

LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 800-998-3483 
20 yrs of showing divers the best Maui has to offer. Molokini, 
Lanai & Turtle Reef. Charters, rentals & training. PADI 5 * 
143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui. www.lahainadivers.com 
OUTRIGGER HOTELS & RESORTS www.outrigger.com/dive 
The Diver's Pacific Hotel Chain since 1947. Packages for Oahu, Maui, 
Kauai, and Hawaii. PADI 5-star. Beachfron t Outrigger Hotels. 
1-800-OUTRIGGER www.outrigger.com/dive 
MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. severns@mauigate- 
way.com Relaxed, personal, informative diving for cert. divers 
& photographers. Guided by Hawaii biologist or naturalist. 
SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 2155 
Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu HI 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/922-2121 FAX 808/922-9595 
424 Nahau Street Hon. HI 96815 PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Pro 
facility located in heart of Waikiki. 3 day certification courses, 
daily boat dives, rentals, sales. Best prices since 1979. 
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BAY ISLANDS RESERVATIONS 1.800.392.6292 | 
Best dive resort values for Roatan, Guanaja, Utila and Belize, Discount air | 
via AA, CO, Taca and charter. Beach house and bungalow rentals. 
Maya Tours, http://www.mayatour.com info@mayatour.com 
GUANAJA 1-800-535-7063 
The Villa on Dunbar Rock (private Cay). No Bugs! 

Pkgs. from $595. Live-aboard, fishing avail. 

Special for 6 or more 

REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN — FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. Meals, 

2 boat & shore dive dly, 1 nt. dive/wk $725. Mayan RUINS, adven. 
& sightseeing tours on Mainland. www.reefhouseresort.com 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

ROATAN, OAK BAY RESORT 011-(504)-435-2337 
7 nights, Studio Apartment with Kitchenette, 

12 Boat Dives, Unlimited Shore Diving 

$385pp E-mail: scuba@tropicohn.com 





| Great wall, wrecks & nite dive. 


a BORNEO DIVERS 
= Nobody knows Borneo better. 


DIRECTORY 


| HALAVELI DIVE RESORT 
1 Enjoy world class diving/snorkel, private beach on paradise island. 


| #1 MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD 
1 80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less 


| | BAJAEXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 


OVERSEAS DIVERS’ 
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DIVE THE BEST OF INDONESIA MOYO-KOMODO-ALOR AND BEYOND 
On MV Baruna Adventurer A Luxury 100 feet Live Aboard 

Bali Dive&Drive Email: baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 
http://www.comcen.au/~baruna Fax 0062-361-753809 
NUSANTARA DIVING CENTRE, NORTH SULAWESI, MANADO 

P.O. Box 1015 Tip. +62-431-863988. 860638 Fax +62-431 -860368, 
854668. Custom dive tours and courses on remote dive spots. 
Good lodge and meals. 
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| JAMAICA DIVE CENTRE 876-973-4845/FAX 876-973-4875 
| 5 Star PADI, Dive packages & Instruction, 3 dives daily, 
_| night dives, photo and video. 
1 email: webedivin@jamaqua.com 


Internet: www.jamaqua.com 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 876 957-4425 P.O. Box #49, 
Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons dive pkg cert., 


. | night dive specialists 3 DD/w qualified instructors and guides. 
1 negscuba.centre@toj.com www. jamaica-irle.com/negrilscubacenter 
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_ | MAXDIVE, JAPAN 


8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 


|| 2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 
_| 32 years of safety and quality divings. Dive School with big 
7) div.pool, gear sales with care, U/W photo tours. 


_ | ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 


_ Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
EP j pkgs from $2665 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 


e: divd@AdventureExpress.com 800 443-0799 
800-909-7697 


10 day pka. 


Contact our US rep for complete www.divetropical.com 
air/land/dive packages. dive@divetropical.com 
SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s hottest dive destinations combo packages made easy! 
Pristine diving! Great Jungle adventures in Borneo, incl. The 


weq Orangutan Sanctuary. Dive Discovery 415/256-8890 Fax 415-258-9115 


D 4 ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “MADIVARU” 
a HIGH VOLTAGE diving in A/C comfort on 100’ Madivaru 

: 1 8 dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt pkgs incl air from LA $4195. Boat 
| 1 only $320 p/nt. 


800 443-0799 


E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 


CORAL PRINCES LIVE-ABOARD 800 443-0799 


Dive the Ari Atoll and the best of the Maldives on D1x vessel. 
| 7 nights from $1495 pp. A/C cabin with pvt. bath. Programs 


for divers and nondivers alike.E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
800 443-0799 


9 day dive pkg. Inc. 8 nts./all meals/14 dives from $1095 pp. 


Discount airfare available. divd@adventureexpress.com 
800-909-7697 


Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic!  www.divetropical.com 
$300/night. Discounted airfares. dive@divetropical.com 
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800-843-6967 
Live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. from La Paz. 
Professional service since 1974. Fax: 619-581-3311 

E-mail: travel@bajaex.com Web: bajaex.com 


CABO ACUADEPORTES 


TEL/FAX 011-52-114-30117 
NAUI-PADI-SSI/Since 1984. 3 boat dive daily. Complete 
watersports centers at 2 exclusive beachfront locations. 
caboacua@1 cabonet.com.mx 

CORTEZ CLUB-PADI GOLD PALM RESORT 888-607-3478 US 
Best, Safest Diving & Fastest boats in La Paz! 

Live-aboards, courses, whale watching and more! 

fax 011-52-(112) 16123. Visit www.cortezclub.com 
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BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS COZUMEL BLUE BUBBLE, NO TROUBLE 
Dive with small groups, fast boats, personal attention, flexible 
schedules, 6 departure times daily, equip rental. Air, hotel, 
dive packages. _ 800-878-8853 www.bluebubble.com 
COZUMEL/AKUMAL BEACHFRONT HOME & CONDO RENTALS 
Fast, flexible trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi-dive 
discounts. 1-11 BR homes. 800/833-5971 FAX: 561/4889385 
http://www.akumal.net Diving with Flash Adventures 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 
Website http://www.vni.net/~cdg E-mail cdg@cozumel.czm.com.mx 
Two bedroom apartments, three & five bedroom villas with 

a/c, kitchen, maid svc, pool, dive with Dive Paradise 

COZUMEL GETAWAYS 1-800-346-9470 X77 
The place to stay for divers in the know. Our 3 to 5 BR Villas 

& 2 BR Apts. offer A/C, kitchens, maid svc, pool & privacy. 

See it all at www.cozumelgetaways.com 

COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS 1-800-291-2715 
Mini-haciendas—1100 SF from $400/wk. Full kitch, shower- 
rinse Rm. LR, DR, 1-3br. Maid, pool, gardens, palapa. 
AC,Res-Mar. Custom Dive services. Group rates US owner. 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a dive@divetropical.com 
wealth of free info./reservations call or 800 909-7697 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109.011-52-987-21007 
PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & 


jeep rental pkgs. http://www.cozumel-pliz.com 
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FAMED FISH N’ FINS 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true dive@divetropical.com 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORT E-MAIL: NAUTILUS@MAIL.FM 
Drift diving at its best. 43 miles of virgin walls. Explore WWII 
wrecks, 12th century ruins, ocean kayaks, hiking. 

Fax 691-370-3568 www.diveguideint.com/p0260.htm 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Mantas! Rarely visited dive sites offering magical walls, 
caverns & canals. mantas, Eagle Rays, sharks, pelagics, 

intact culture. Island visits! Spcl. Dive Packages avail. 

“OCEAN HUNTER” THE ONLY TRUE LIVEABOARD IN PALAU 
Only 6 divers aboard, book directly for 7-14 days of unlimited 
diving. P.O. Box 964 Koror, Palau 96940. Tex/Fax: (680) 488-3626 
Fax: (680) 488-1725 E-mail: Ocean. Hunter@palaunet.com 
SAM'S TOURS PALAU - DIVING, KAYAKING & MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
Friendly, well trained staff offering you the adventure of a 
lifetime! For more info call direct (680) 488-1062 or 

e-mail: samstour@palaunet.com www.samstours.com 
SS THORFINN PH 691-330-3040 FAX 691-330-4253 
Experience Truk Lagoon’s World Renown “Shipwreck City” 
dive up to 30 different magnificent wrecks per week. 

E-mail: Seaward@mail.fm http://www. thorfinn.net 
TRADERS’ RIDGE RESORT 800-299-8815 
New for 1999, on Yap. This unique resort offers its own fullly 
certified dive operation with all the amenities and personal 
service of a five star hotel and Yap’s only pool. 

TRUK STOP HOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant, Bar. Private dock. Located on the 
water, less than a mile from the airport, within easy walking 
distance of major stores and dive shops. 


800-909-7697 


BENGUERRA ISLAND LODGE 800-443-0799 
Adventure diving at Mozambique’s finest lodge. 13 luxury 

non-a/c chalets. $375 p/p per dive day, incl. meals. Excellent 
snorkeling/fishing. E-mail: divd@AdventureExpress.com 


OUALIE BEACH HOTEL TOLL FREE 1-800-682-5431 
Spectacular diving in a spectacular setting! Explore virgin reefs 
historic wrecks, caves & caverns. Hot springs & big fish action. 


7 night stay + 5 days diving from $675. _oualie@caribsurf.com | 
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ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $265p/p p/dive. Res/info Fax 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5,7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $250 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

PH 800-757-1365 Pin Code 1815 
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CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS, INC. SINCE 1963 
Captain Greg Korwek, NAUI Instr. No. 166. Mailing-Taft St. 

No 1 Suite 10 F San Juan, P.R. 00911 Toll Free 1-877-728-6606 
Best all day boat diving packages. NAUI PADI Resort. Dive San Juan. 
DIVER SERVICE CENTER SINCE 1969 — PH: 787-783-5660 
First dive shop in Puerto Rico. Full service, equipment, sales/ 
rentals PADI instruction, on-site compressor. Daily trips to 
neighboring islands. Alberto Umpiere — FAX: 787-792-9790. 
MARINA LANAIS APTS. on El Conquistador hotel property. 
Only $150 per night. First floor, A/C, kitchen, large terrace, 
beautiful views. Accomodates 6 people.$200 per day. 

Diving pkgs included. PH: 787-783-5660 _ FAX: 787-792-9790 
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AQUA SPORT RED SEA PH 97276334404 OR FX 97276333771 
aquaspor@isracom.co.il | PADI 5% Diving courses @ all levels. 
Est 1962/Fast dive boats/Live-aboard/Shore diving/Sinai safaris 

3 GREAT LOCATIONS Eliat, Israel/Tabi & Nuweiba Hilton, Egypt 
GHAZALA FLEET 800 909-7697 Fax 206-441-5431 
Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai Divers. 
Diving both the nothern and southern Egyptian Red Sea. 

25 yrs.exp. _dive@divetropical.com __ www.divetropical.com 
WILDCAT-PREMIER LIVE-ABOARD DIVING YACHT TEL:202 3403111 
Luxury 1998 25 Meter Dive Yacht. Departs Sharm EL-Sheikh, 1 wk 
unltd diving. Trips wkly. Min 8 Pax Max 14 Pax. Fax: 2023408697 
http://members.tnjpod.com/~DiveRedSea/ E: Petrome@InTouch.com 


DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
Fax 1-253-851-5467 www.divesaba.com 
One stop shop for individual, group/charter diving. 

Air, rates available to nearby islands as well 
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#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-909-7697 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. dive@divetropical.com 


Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. www.divetropical.com 


DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from 


$140pp/pd. BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT UEPI ISLAND RESORT 800-443-0799 
Dive famous Marovo Lagoon & enjoy your very own Tropical Paradise. 
Great diving/snorkeling & VALUE from $190 p/p day. Combine w/ Fiji or 
Solomons. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 
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ANSE CHASTANET/SCUBAPH 758/459-7000 FX 758-459-7700 
Aunique hideaway resort w/ SSI/PADI/SCUBA Centre in the heart 
of St. Lucia’s Marine Reserves. Beach, boat, wall, wreck, night 

diving, 49 rooms, 2 rest/bars, mini spa, 2 beaches.888 465-8242 
LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, body wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 

PADI certificate $400. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Romantic all-inclusive beach resort exclusively for couples - 
INTIMATE & ELEGANT. Resort course & diving included, PADI 
certificate from $400. Call for info & reservations. 
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DIVE SAFARIS PH 5995-73436 FAX 5995-26024 
Boat dives - Reefs & wrecks. First class gear and 2 boats. 
PADI courses, referrals, specialties, Discover Scuba. 
Visit our web site: www.diveguideint.com/dive safaris 
OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER PH 599-545252 & 544357 
PADI & NAUI 30 years experience, Reefs, Wrecks, Small 
Groups. Daily boat dives & Lessons. Simpson Bay Beach 
www.stmaartendiving.come-mail: divesm@megatropic.com 
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INDIAN OCEAN EXPLORER ALDABRA/SEYCHELLES 800-443-0799 
116’ steel dive vessel w/E-6 & a/c—max 16 divers. sched departures 
or group charters. Aldabra-Oct thru April only. air/land packages 
available. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com fax 415-442-0289 
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GOLDEN ROCK DIVE CENTER & TALK OF THE TOWN HOTEL 
We do what you want! PADI Dive center; dive pkgs available. 
011-5993-82964 phone/fax or toll free 1-800-311-6658 
tradereps.com/tot/talk.html or goldenrockdive.com 
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ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443-0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French 

cuisine from $2450 7 night trip.E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 
RAIE MANTA CLUB/RANGIROA PH(689) 968 480 FX(689) 968 560 
Crystal clear, blue water/shark diving among an exceptional 
concentration of Gray Reef Sharks, Hammerhead Dolphins, 
mantas and Eagle Rays/Drift dives/Boat ride max 5’. 




















































DIVE ASIA PACIFIC LIVEABOARDS 1-800-962-0395 | 
M/Y Pelagian (Ex Fantasea II): 115 ft of luxury liveaboard. 


@ @ 
| $kin Diver 
MV Sai Mai: 8 passengers for personal service. Fax 954351-9740 add * as 
www. dive-asiapacific.com e-mail:diveasia@gate.net | D 4 VS Tra ve | F %e | cts : 


FANTASEA DIVERS, PHUKET WWW.FANTASEA.NET 4g 
MV FANTASEA live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan 
Isl. Riehelieu Rk. and BURMA. E-mail: info@fantasea.net. Ph: +6676 
340088 fax: 340309. USA Rep 800-443-0799 fax: 415-442-0289 
MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER WWW.PIDCDIVERS.COM 
4-10D cruise to Similan/Surin and/or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Courses & Daydives. Fax: 66 76 - 381 219. 

PIDC Divers 1/10 Soi Ao Chalong. Viset Road PHUKET 83130 
FANTASEA DIVERS, PHUKET WWW.FANTASEA.NET 
MV FANTASEA live-aboard cruises in Thailand & Burma to Similan 
Isl. Riehelieu Rk. and BURMA. E-mail: info@fantasea.net. Ph: +6676 
340088 fax: 340309. USA Rep 800-443-0799 fax: 415-442-0289 
SEA BEES DIVING E-mail: info@sea-bees.com 
5 days live-aboard trip to Similan w/ the great Marco Polo, 3 dd. 
South Islands w/ the fast & amp luxury, Runaway Comfort daytrips, 


full charter for small groups possible. Ph/fx: +66 76 381 765 


Dive travellers are the 
most upscale and affluent 
of all dive enthusiasts... 


° 61% of Skin Diver subscribers 
travelled outside the continen- 
tal U.S. on dive trips in the 
past 3 years. 
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ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 800-833-1341 
Top rated PADI resort operation estab. 1970, 3 fast boats, hotel 
pkgs, instr, private charters. ph: 649-946 4232 fax: 649-941-5296 
www.provo.net/ptd/provoturtle divers@provo.net 
DIVEPROVO 800-234-7768 WWW.DIVEPROVO.COM 
Provo’s only PADI 5 Star facility. Superior customer service. 
Reefs, walls, scuba safaris, into the blue. Hotel/dive packages 
to suit your needs. e-mail: diving@diveprovo.com 
S/V TAO LIVE-ABOARD 56’TRI FX:649-941-5510 www.tao.tc 
Dive West Caicos, French Cay walls with Tao’s PADI pros. Sail, 
sun, scuba, deserted beaches, great food—good fun! 


Singles/doubles E-mail: tao@provo.net Ph: 649-941-6767 | 


* On average, they took 4 trips 
and stayed 8 days. 


Only in Skin Diver Overseas | 
Directory can your overseas |“ 
dive operation advertise | 
their diving services at 
classified rates. 


aps 
¥ _ Don't let the competition 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO.-ST. JOHN 340-776-6234, FAX 340-693-8720 g 4 t a l l th e b USINESS. 


16 years in business, 3 locations, NAUI & PADI 5 Star, 
certifications, referrals, dive pkgs, and lodging. 

cruzbaywatersports@att.net www.cbw-stjohn.com poe 
DIVE EXPERIENCE 800-235-9047 OR 340-773-3307 | 
Dive St. Croix’s best: walls, reefs, and our fabulous ( 


ie 
Advertise 
fish feed! PADI 5 * center. Hotel and dive Pkgs. | 
www.st-croix.com/diveexperience ' yo U r ove ats a S 


LOW KEY WATERSPORTS 800-835-7718 340-693-8999 | © 


PADI 5 Star IDC training facility beginners through experts. ® bd 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. | : d ive @) Dp Ss fa ti @) Nn 
Dive pkgs available. www.divelowkey.com | 
DIVE THE VIRGIN ISLANDS FROM YOUR OWN PRIVATE YACHT | H 
Charter a 42 Grand Banks Trawler with Captain and Chef. : ice) D AY : 
Crew are PADI & NAUI instrs. Call for rates and avail. 

rePRe 
VISA 









St. Thomas Charters 340-779-1660 e-mail: stys@islands. vi 7 
















12X... 
ll 


Call (323) 782-2778 
or E-mail: 
v ! williamv@petersenpub.com 


LOS ROQUES 800 909-7697 Fax 206-441-5431 | 
Caribbean’s most action packed www.divetropical.com | 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard dive@divetropical.com | 








6X... $942 
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ADV WRECK DIVING IN SANTO/AQUAMARINE 800-443-0799 
Dive the incredible 654’ SS Pres Coolidge. Visit custom villages, great, 
svc/food/diving & VALUE. 7 nt pkgs fr $895. Grps welcome. Combine 

w/Fiji or Solomons. E: divd@AdventureExpress.com 415-442-0799 : 


ANTARES Ill. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 





BERRY SCUBA 


Professional Diving and Snorkeling Center 


BAYSIDE 
POLARTEC SERIES 
*MENS & WOMENS SIZES 
AVAILABLE, MANY 
COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM 
*PRICES STARTING 
AS LOW AS 


$79.95 


AXPOLARTEC 


BY MALDEN MILLS 


FREE CATALOG 
Call 800-621-6019 


FAX (773) 775-1815 
E-mail us at: Berry@xnet.com 
Visit our Website: 


www.Berryscuba.com 
Berry Scuba 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy 
Chicago, IL 60631 
(773) 763-1626 


CHICAGO STORE ONLY MINUTES FROM O’HARE AIRPORT 


AUTHORIZED FULL LINE DEALER OF: AQUALUNG, 
U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SHERWOOD, BEUCHAT, TUSA, 
BAYSIDE, GENESIS, VIKING, HARVEYS, DEEPSEE, 
SEA & SEA, CITIZEN, IKELITE, MARES, PLUS MANY 


MORE. 





Dive the Barrier Reef & Blue Hole 
, INTERNATIONAL WORLD LEADER IN NATURE TRAVEL 


», EXPEDITIONS'X “We hah dined, wore totrevs-eamg 






Click Here 
www.undercurrent.org "\ 


And Nothing Will Happen 


But try this on your computer and 
you will access the only source of 













unbiased consumer reports for divers 


How do you choose a live-aboard? 
THE HENNESSEY GUIDE to 

¢ 150 live-aboards worldwide 

¢ over 30 dive destinations 


Recommended by more than 15 













800/664-2206 © 781/647-2206 
fax: 781/647-1596 © e-mail: henne98@aol.com 


* Diving » Snorkeling » Kayaking + Whitewater Rafting « 
+ Mayan Ruins * Jungle Tours * Live-Aboards « Mountain Biking « 


Mexico Ve @ Diversity in all 
Tobago L>N yw A your 
Central America Kr ___ +s Adventure 
DIVERCITY TOURS 
http:/Avww. divercitytours.com » e-mail: divecity@gate.net 


toll-free: 877-480-8046 »305-480-8046 « fax: 305-480-8574 


Attention Dacor Customers! ! 


DACOR has established over 800 authorized 
dealers in the U.S. alone. It 1s important that 
you purchase your equipment only through 


Escape Gravity ~ 


DACOR’S authorized dealers. If you obtain 
our product from an unauthorized dealer, we 
will not offer to you the DACOR product 


warranty program. This is to assure that you will receive the proper 
presentation of the product’s features and benefits at the time of purchase 
as our dealers are extensively trained by DACOR factory personnel. Our 
warranty program is only valid if our products are sold over the counter 
through an authorized DACOR dealer. DACOR and it’s authorized dealers 
offer information via the internet for advertising and/or product 
informational purposes only. DACOR stands behind its authorized dealers, 
and recommends that the diving community supports our professional retailers 
to assure that you will receive the proper training and follow up service. To 
obtain a list of authorized DACOR dealers, you can access our Web site at, - 
www.divedacor.com or call DACOR at 847-446-9555. 


120 SKIN DIVER MAY 1999 
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Escape t 
Little Cayman 
on a Day Trip 


ntroduced this year, LCB Tours 

and Little Cayman Beach Resort, 

along with Island Air, are offer- 

ing Day Trips to Little Cayman 
from Grand Cayman and Cayman 
Brac. The Day Trip includes a scenic 
flight over to Little Cayman where 
youll be met by a tour guide, then 
it’s off to see the island. 

The island tour consists of a drive 
through historic Blossom Village, pri- 
vate tour of the Little Cayman 
Museum, stop at the National Trust 
House and Booby Pond Nature 
Reserve, and Tarpon Lake Walk. You'll 
hear pirate tales and island folklore, 
learn about the life of the Caymanian 
people, see beautiful flora and fauna 
and maybe an iguana or two. 

Then you have an opportunity to 
snorkel over Bloody Bay Wall or off a 
gorgeous sandy beach. While snor- 
keling, don’t be surprised if you see a 
southern stingray, hawksbill turtle or 
even a shark! Next you'll be ready for 
a bountiful burfet lunch at Little 
Cayman Beach Resort. The rest of 
the afternoon is yours to sip a cool 
drink at the beach bar, swim in the 
pool, play tennis, work out in the fit- 
ness room, shop at Mermaid’s 
Boutique, ride a bicycle, rent a sail- 
boat or sea kayak, or simply relax in 
a hammock. There’s so much to do 
you ll really need more than a day, so 
you ll have to come back. 

Also available for the guests of 
Little Cayman Beach Resort are the 
Island and Snorkel Tours. Whether 
youre on the island to just relax or 
you want to take a day off from div- 
ing, tours can be arranged at the 
resort. Special trips can also be 
planned to one of the most beautiful 
beaches in the Cayman Islands, 
Point of Sands Beach. Contact 
Little Cayman Beach Resort at (345) 
948-1033. = 








1-800-637-6880 
212-645-1234 
FAX 2: L2-69: -728! nd 


AAA CSCTU coo) cemereyig| 
E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 * MON - WED 9-5:45 
THURSDAY 9-6:45pm 
¢ FRIDAY 9-12:45 
| PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9:30 PM{| 


The Transpac transforms instantly from a 
streamlined, warm water BC to high 
capacity, technical diving BC capable of 
supporting the heaviest double cylinders 


Transpac Il with Classic Wings 

(U0 10 SD 1D, FA iis cecnssdss in SOOO 
Transpac II with Rec Wings 

GTO OHO EE Diss ade eo Cewe vn evar bs eae 
Transpac II with Super Wings 

CTO! BOND ATU erccced ims was. 9439.95 


BEUCHAT 
VX-10 Evolution 


Regulator $ 2 3 495 


VX second stage with dual inhalation and inte- 
grated Venturi controls delivers superior breath- 
ing performance in any application. Contoured 
exhaust tee with internal deflector and large 
oval-shaped exhaust valve divert exhalation flow 
away from the diver’s face. 
Balanced-diaphragm satin-finish first stage 
with 4 low-pressure ports on swivel; the pri- 
mary port features a 1/2" dedicated low- 
pressure hose and connection resulting in 
easier breathing. Two high-pressure ports 
The VX10 exceeds the CEN 250 standards 
as well as U.S. Navy Class A rating. 


VX-10 Evolution 
$259.95 


International Connection 


BLOWOUT SPECIAL! 
BRAND NAME 


e Regualtor * Octopus 
e Two Gauge console « BCD 


$ 2 14°" with ponies 


John and— 
Jacket 


e 5.mm Plush 
Hood 


¢ 5.mm Boot 
with Zipper 


° 5.mm Glove 


Free Wet Suit 
Shampoo 


$174 


Specials are while supplies fast (exp. 5/5/99) 


60 Hours of Lamp Life 
Two 14 Watt Xenon Lamps 


with the Flick $56 


of a Switch 

D8 Rechargeable 
with Battery & Charger 
60 Hours of Lamp Life 

30 Watt High Power and 

14 Watt Power Saver 


Lamps available 
°159” 


with the flick of 
COMPUTER 


a switch. 


Brand Name 
Dive 


Computer 


Auto Turn on/off 
Ascent Rate 
Indicator 

Current time 

display, 

Surface interval, 

No Fly time, 
No-decomprassion 
time 

Temperature 

Present Depth 
Maximum Depth 
Fast Ascent Warning 
Personal adjustment / high altitude 
mode 

Low battery warning 


*149” 


Free Gauge Protector 








1-800-637-6880 
212-645-1234 
2A’ 212-691-7286 


AWAWA YEU Coe e]comotelanl 
E-mail: goleisure@aol.com 


42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUNDAY 10-5 
* MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-6:30pm 
¢ FRIDAY 9-12:45 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9:30 PM 


1b) 3 BED ¢ 3 
PACKAGE 
* Semi Dry Flex Snorkel 
* Qnen Heel Fins 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 
ne Siilimeipics micne Siesta) 
* Qpen Heel Fins 


LIEUTENANT PACKAGE 
¢ Blue Reef Admiral BCD 


SAILOR PACKAGE 
* TUSA BCD 
« US Divers Regulator r) 


* Full Foot Fins 
= Low Volume Mask 


Z Joe 4 pened ths nner 


ET’ Toh 7. toh at ee 
TOT BE 


Classic Expedition e Chute 1 & 2 * Alcyone « Cruise ° Nomad ¢ Cayman 
¢ Classic SSJ ¢ Oceanpro 5K ¢ Cousteau ¢ Elan e Phantom ¢ Cobra 
e Venus ¢ Flex ¢ Isla ¢ Sea Master e Athena « Spirit 


ee a 


¢ Sycro Club/Tech ¢ Nautica WD ¢ Librator 2 . ee a ree 3/4 
¢ Vector 1000/XK ¢ Extremelle ¢ Imprex / Pro . ety ohio 
¢ Frontier X/XK ° Rig « Flyt Pak ° Imprex BB 


e Predator « Balance 
REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 
RT BC Be 


° VALOR e Extreme Plus e Akros « Nikos ¢ Delta Il 
° AXIS e Extreme ° Enduro ¢ Voltrex * Abyss ° Omega Il 
¢ ORIGIN ¢ Quantum e Titanium * Alpha Sport 


TOTTI CC a Re 


¢ MK10 ¢ MK20 e Brut » Magnum e Imprex e Arctic « Sea 4 
*MK20 UL ¢D-400 © Oasis Il e Imprex Il ¢Aquarius ¢Micra+ 
°G250/500 ¢ Maximus ¢ Imprex AD2 ¢ Impulse 


WE CARRY ALL BRAND NAME OCTOPUS - Call for prices 


RT Re CS es ES 


» Resource Nitrox e Matrix ° Aladin Pro gl oe 
e Resource e Scan 4-5 ¢ Aladin Air Ux 


¢ Favor Air 
e Escort ¢ Monitor 2-3 °° Aladin Sport 


¢ Spyder 
e Aladin Air X ¢ Solution Nitrox 


CTT TT) 


* Commander e 19-300 Wrist  °Quantom Loop 
¢ Nemesis e EDI-Pro- «19-400 Wrist ° Extrem Access 
° Captain * SCA-800 Console *Omni Pro 


¢ B.C.D.- TUSA, SHERWOOD, BLUE REEF 
* Regulator - Scuba Pro, Sherwood, TUSA, GENESIS 
* 4 Gauge Console — 200 ft. depth/MDI/ 
4500 PSI/Temp/ Compass ° Mini Plus Octopus 
¢ Save-a-Dive Kit » Marking Pen * Regulator Bag « Diver’s Light 
* Log Book e Oct Holder * Gauge Holder * Hose Protectors 
¢ SS Dive Knife « FREE Large Duffel Bag * Dive Mask * WT Belt 


LADIES DIVING PACKAGE ~ tm fe , et es 


TUSA PACKAGE 
e Liberator BCD ¢ TR-350 Regulator « SCA 720 Console 
¢ $S-350 Octopus ¢ Free Regulator Bag 


SHORTY 
SUIT 


Shockwave 


$4995 


& Jacket 


$4 29°5 


¢ Datatrans 
¢ Datatrans 
Plus 
¢ Data Max Pro 
° Prodigy 
¢ Data 100 
¢ Data Plus 


WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF METRIC COMPUTERS - Call for prices 
CONSOLES & GAUGES 


139.95 ¢ TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass 
¢ TUSA SCA/690 2 Guage w/Compass on the Back 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage PSi Depth 
e US DIVERS Pivot DP2 
¢ US Divers Scan 4 Compass 
¢ Scuba Pro V.1.P. 2 Console 230’ 
¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass 


* Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon 

¢ Genesis Sigma Combo Gauge 200’ 

¢ Tri Gauge 5000 PSI, MDI, Temp 

* Pressure Gauge ONLY 

¢ Double Console PS! pressure/depth/Temp 
¢ Dacor Endura Console w/Compass 

¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console w/Compass 


BAKVEM 


Low Profile, integrated weight design 

e Combines a durable 840 denier 
outer shell and a comfortable 420 
denier inner shell 

¢ Integral weight system, utilizing up 


to 20 Ibs. $9149 


US NAVY SEAL 
Dive Watch 


144° 


MAIDEL 


Designed for the active female diver 
¢ Designed with the female diver’s 
comfort the highest priority 


CHAMPION PLUS 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, soft touch inflator, * Integral weight system utilizing up to 


hard pack. a $ 1 3 495 a total of 20 Ibs. $204° 


COMBINATION POWER INFLATOR 
& OCTOPUS 
Scubapro Air 2 159.95 


Sequest Air Source...149.95 
Beuchat Venturi +.....114.95 


OCITIZEN 


Hyper Aqualand wi/interface Unit, 
eaperoc Pro, Aqualand Il, 
SolarTech 180, Aqualand Duplex 
Blue angeles Navihawk 

200M Titanium 


Freestyle 
SCUBAMASTER Hammerhead Men's 
$23287 574.95 $23339 459.95 
ANALOG DEPTH x 
75905/75906 
Analog & Digital ....64.95 
Hammerhead Women’s 


AUTOMATIC 200M 
SKX175 189.95 SKX173174.95 


WINDSURFER CASIO 


MA3510-53E 71.9 DEP 610 Stainless Stee!l..199.95_ 
MA3514-52E DEP 700 Titanium Case..269.95 


BOOKS AND VIDEOS 
10% off with purchase of any 3 Books or Videos 


Henderson 
Polartec Time Line 300ft W/R 


Harvey’s 
Dive Flag Watch 


Semi Dry 7.0mm 254.95 
2nd Skin SK-190 ...162.95 
Action Jumpsuit .....169.95 
Titanium Toaster 

Titanium Vest w/Hood...69.95 


6.5 Semi Dry Suit 

6.5mm Hood...19.95 5mm Glove....19.95 
5mm Boots 

3 Finger Dry Mitt Glove 

Polartec® Suit 


Kids Jumpsuit 
Kids Lycra Skin 


Diveskin 


Polartec Dive Miami 


BOOKS 


t Leisure-Pro, we guaran- 
tee that you will pay the 
lowest price in the nation on 
every Item we sell. Here’s 
how it works. Find any identi- 
cal item priced lower at any 
Dealer in the country and we 
will beat that price by an 
additional 5%. Competitor 
must have item in stock, including size, color and 
same year model, at the time of purchase. 


Guarantee does not apply to close- 


Polartec® Hood 
Polartec® Socks 
Polartec® Hooded Vest 
1/8”-3mm Wetsuit Step-in Plush 
5mm Wetsuit 

Lycra Skins 

Children’s 2mm Shorty 
Shorty 2mm _ ss (xSX1) 
Shorty 3mm 
Jumpsuit 2mm (xs-xL) 
Jumpsuit 3mm (xs-xL) 
Snorkel Vest 


The Amber Forest 
Guide to Scotland 


Law & Diving Prof 

From Sky to Sea 

The Diana Advent 

Fishwatching 

Spearfishing for Divers 14.95 

Spearfishing & UW Hunting 
Handb ‘ 

Palaces Under the Sea....24.95 

Battles of Pensacola....... 6.95 


Dive into History Warships |..18.95 
Dive into History 

Submarines II 
Egypt Red-Sea Divers Gd19.95 
Guide to Watching Fishes...14.95 
Complete Wreck Diving16.95 
Guide to Wisconsin 
Padi Touch the Sea 
Fish & Dive Caribbean ... 
Calif .Marine Life 
Colors of the Deep 
Chapman's Emergencies 


VIDEOS 


Dive California Style 

Rescue Diver PADI 

Night Diving PADI 

Enriched Air Diver PADI...26.95 
Deep Diver PADI 26.95 
UW Photo PADI 

Wreck Diver PADI 

Freediving Made Easy 

Night Diving 

Joy of Freediving 

Art of Spearfishing : 
Discover Scuba Adventure .64.95 
Underwater Navigation...29.95 
Dive Pennekamp 


The Best of San Diego...24.95 
UW Video Basics 

Guide to U/W Video 

Proper Dry Suit Dress 
Southern Bahamas 

Water Toys & Dive Buddies. 19.95 
Reef Fish I.D. uu... 24.95 
Blackwater Conpingency26.95 


CD ROM 


Fishes of the Red Sea 
The World of Whales .....34.95 
Wreck Valley by Dan Berg.....39.95 
ReefFish Identification ...39.95 


34,95 


CAUTION: Life support equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 


outs and liquidations. This Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 





MASKS - FINS - SNORKELS 


TUSA 


MASKS - Call FINS - Call 
SNORKELS - Call 


FORCE FIN® 


¢ Original * Pro 
¢ Tan Delta ¢ Extra Force 


BEUCHAT 


MASKS 
Optimo 2 39.95 Voyager 2 39.95 


Strato 49.95 Maximo 2 39.95 
SNORKELS 
Activa Dry Flex 18.95 
FIN 
Activa O/H 64.95 Activa F/F 59.95 
GENESIS 
MASKS 
Andros 34.95 GenesisSL 29.95 
Nica 29.95 
SNORKEL 
Evac Flex 19.95 
Mojave Dry 22.95 
FIN 
Navigator F/F 32.95 
SEA QUEST 
Idea 3 Fins 69.95 
Idea Mask 39.95 
Tetra MASK 49.95 
Sidedraft Snorkel 21.95 
OCEANIC 
MASKS 
Mini Prismatic Il 3 Lens 34.95 
Customeyes 2 29.95 4 32.95 
Bi-Vu2 46.95 Bi-Vu 4 49.95 
SNORKELS FIN 
Response 14.95 V-Drive 64.95 
Cobra 24.95 









Now Available 
Leisure Pro 
Diver’s Catalog 
Send your request to: 


Leisure Pro 


42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


DIVERS 


U.S. 
MASKS 


Scan Tri View 54.95 


Look Split Lens 31.95 
Hawaii 1 30.95 Hawaii 2 30.95 
Hawaii 3 37.95 Hawaii 4 39.95 
Pulse 32.95 
FINS 
Blades 59.95 Blades FP 41.95 
Compro 29.95 Pulse 41.95 
SNORKELS 
Impulse 2 22.95 
Flex Impulse 2 24.95 
Aquarius w/purge 18.95 


OCEAN MASTER 


Dry Snorkel! 2000 24.95 
Proflo 19.95 
MASKS with Purge 


Equalizer Z2 39.95 Z4 46.95 
Equalizer Pro Vision 39.95 
Equalizer 1 39.95 
Equalizer View 3 46.95 
SCUBA PRO 
MASKS 
Hot Frames 89.95 
Tri Vent 79.95 XQ Tri Vent 76.95 
Quad Vision 44.95 
New View 34.95 Scenic 29.95 
Focus 51.95 Futura2 39.95 
SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 29.95 Twin Valve 36.95 
FINS 
Veloce 56.95 
Gorilla Sea Wing 109.95 
Classic Sea Wing 74.95 
Jet Fins 63.95 Hyper SW 49.95 
XQ Sea Wing 79.95 
FreeDiving Fin 
Full Foot 89.95 
Open Hee! 94.95 


Free! Neoprene Mask Strap Cover ($8.95 value) 
with any 3-Piece Qutfit of MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


NECESSORIES CORNER 





Yoke Light................... 22.95 
Pony Bottle Gauge....... 29.95 
Rescue Throw Bags ....44.95 
Skyblazer Signal Pak....39.95 


Dive Optx Lenses......... 24.95 
Air Guard .................... 99.95 
Scuba Tool.................. 19.95 
Gauge Protectors.......... 6.95 
Save A Dive Kit........... 12.95 
Dive Alert ................... 34.95 


DACOR 
MASKS 
Pursuit Purge 46.95 
Bandit 39.95 
Quantum w/Purge 29.95 
Integra 4 Window 54.95 
Integra 4 Window QL 41.95 
Integra DL 41.95 Tri Vista 56.95 
Pursuit SL 39.95 Viz 26.95 
PursuitOL 39.95 Ultrall 31.95 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 39.95 


Integra Fin 69.95 Pursuit 42.95 
SNORKELS 
Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 16.95 


Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 19.95 
SEAVISION 
MASKS 
Classic 59.95 Ultra 59.95 
Gauge Reader Mask 119.95 
OCEAN REEF 
Full Face Mask w/Nira Reg 394.95 
Full Face Mask 324.95 
Evolution 39.95 
MARES 

MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 78.95 
Vedra Split Lens 27.95 
Tempra Single Lens 27.95 
Seta Mask Split Lens 39.95 
Venstosa 34.95 Lirica 39.95 
FINS 
Plana Avanti 49.95 
Avanti HP Full Foot 33.95 
Avanti Quattro 82.95 
Power Plana SL 34.95 
Avanti L 71.95 
Cressi-Sub 
Frog Fin (XS-L) 61.95 









Sea Me Dive Signal .....18.95 
Dive Flag & Float ........ 19.95 
Shoulder Saver Hanger 14.95 


Plastic Mask Box.......... 4.95 
Retractable Compass ..59.95 
Wrist Compass........... .39.95 
Mini Retractor 

w/Carabineer................. 19.95 
Mini Quest Slate ......... 24.95 


TANK AND PONY BOTTLES & ACCS. 


STEEL TANKS 
80 Low Pressure ...... 249.95 
120 Low Pressure ....299.95 
104 Low Pressure .....279.95 
80 High Pressure ..... 269.95 
120 High Pressure ....295.00 
100 High Pressure ....275.00 
ALUMINUM TANKS 
13cu/ft. Aluminum...... 84.95 
19cu/ft. Aluminum....108.00 
30cu/ft. Aluminum 114.95 


PN Ch- late mm -] a 


40cu/ft. Aluminum ....124.00 
63cu/ft. Aluminum....114.95 
6cu/ft. Aluminum........ 79.95 
Pony Tamer by RSA.....64.95 
X Bracket by RSA........... 29.95 
Super Pony Tamer........... 89.95 
Ultimate Pony Bracket 59.95 
Dual Manifold 

with Isolateor............ 144 .95 
Velcro Double Bands ..... 124.95 











DIVE LIGHTS 


TEC-400 


Halogen w/Spare Bulb 4 “ 


& Lanyard 
with 4 C Batteries 





sihial-¥ ah TEC 


Blast Sea Star 11.95 
Vor TEC 2498 Aqua Flare 11.95 
Aqua Strobe 24.95 Aqua Flash 12.95 
TEC 20 11.95 
TEC 40 14.95 TEC 8000 44.95 
TEC 600 29.95 TEC 8000R 152.95 
Mini Wave 34.95 Mini Wave R 82.95 
Power Pro 34.95 Power Pro R 99.95 
Shockwave 49.95 Shockwave R 134.95 
UNDERWATER KINETICS 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL4 Sunlight 19.95 
SL6 29.95 Spare Bulbs Call 
New SLD-4 39.95 SLD-4R 109.95 
New SLD-8 56.95 SLD-8R 159.95 
PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 8.95 
Super Saberlite 19.95 Super Mitylite 8.95 
Kinglite 49.95 Pro Lite 4-C 36.95 
Britelite 39.95 Stealthlite 18.95 
IKELITE 
Mini C-Lite H 21.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 50.95 
Mini C-Fircnt. 44.95 Super C-LiteHR 114.95 
Super C-LiteH 40.95 Sata Lite Coil 47.95 
Sata Lite 42.95 RCDLightHR 122.95 
RCD Light 43.95 PC. Lite 22.95 
PC-A Light 18.95 Mini C Mark 48.95 
RCD Super 8 59.95 RCD Super-8R 184.95 
TEKTITE 
Micralite 12.95 Marklite 11.95 
Marklite Strobe 29.95 Mark Ill 14.95 
Strobe Torch 39.95 Strobe 300 44.95 
SARTEK Tech Lights 
SQL-420 249.95 SQL-750 349.95 


Full line of NITE RIDER LIGHT Available 


JBL SPEAR GUNS 
Breakdown Pole 49.95 


Competition 

Magnum 139.95 
Travel Magnum 209.95 
Woody 38 129.95 


Woody Magnum174.95 


Mares Cyrono Series 


Mini Carbine 44.95 
Explorer 20 69.95 
Magnum 99.95 
1100 44” 189.95 
970 39” 179.95 


850 34” 174.95 


700 28” 
550 22” 


169.95 
164.95 


SHTARC ROLLER 
CASE... cccceees. 99.95 


BACK PACKS 
Economy Back Pack 
Backpack with Wheels 
Regulator Bag 

DUFFEL BAGS 
Large....... 19.95 X-Large .29.95 


59.95 
99.95 
12.95 








DIx with wheels ........0..0000. 34.95 
Roller Duffle Bag ................ 47.95 
TUSA IMPREX AKONA BAGS 
hae 4 Ba Ca Roller 
ack Pac 
Backpack .......... 119.95 
Meaty Bir 56-90 Dix. Backpack ...109.95 
BEUCHAT Adventure 
Off Shore Backpack Backpack...........-. 59.95 


with wheels...... 149.95 
MESH BAGS 
14.95 XL...19.95 

ite Flag Mesh Bag ..29.95 

Back Pack.............0.. 24.95 


Roller Duffle....... 69.95 
Roller Transport149.95 
Reg. BackPack/ 

Daypack.............. 39.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 


LS BS Ee oe 14.95 Weight Belt 
Neoprene............ 18.95 w/Buckle .............06 4.95 
SEAQUEST 
Compact Comfort ..44.95 BZelocksa ys... 2s. aco 26.95 
Mint Sea Lazer ....... 26.95 Twister ..........ceeceeee 36.95 
TUSA 
FK800/840 ........... Cali FK10 Mini Knife......... Call 
OCEANIC 
Probe ........0.0.00: 29.95 — ALOW wo... ec ecececeenene 14.95 
BLUE REEF 
Polntetiee ar ictc. tt 24395 BIUME iis wae Boe teetee 24.95 
BC Knife ............ 14.95 Deluxe Point/Blunt....... 39.95 
UNDERWATER KINETICS 
Remora BCD........ 27. md Blue Tang............. 42.95 


Fusilier Dive ....... 32.9 
OCEAN MASTER 


Titanium Beta Alloy (Blunt or Point)................. 59.95 
AKONA 

COOUIGOO- G10 G20 rary.) tac cctsgccae- tee ee 22.95 

ManuieZOO 77-1 Of 7205 ee tha. th: -o-frnees eaes 29.95 

SIGSKICKE OO) till O M20 nas. sk gas: S405 <.c08sde seeeen 39.95 

SICEKICKe200, 2410 221 Okeke facil). saedkansiebas 26.95 
GERBER 

River Runner....... 29.95 River Shorty......... 29.95 





UW PHOTOGRAPHY 


Epoque 


Sealife 


REEFMASTER ats ual 
UW Dive Camera ig 
with Waterproof Case 179.95 

179.95 Sporttinder 
without Case 149.95 24.95 
‘ ¢ Fully automatic 35mm camera Close Up 

Sealife. #35 glass lens Lens 39.95 
Skin Diver Reefmaster Compact Camera 139.95 O Ring 

89.95 3X Mearo Close-Up oe 39.95 Kit 13.95 


External Flash ..... 





Motor Marine |I-EX 


Motor Marine II-EX Outfit with 


New YS-60 Flash 
Macro Lens 2T 
Macro Lens 3T 


20mm Wide Conversion Lens 
16mm Wide Conversion Lens 


Optical Viewfinder 
Optical Viewfinder HP 


Ikelite 


BL a 








Sea&iSea 


Motor 
Marine | mx-10 
IWEX Body 
259.95 
464.95 


20mm Lens f/MX-10 20 
ph Macro Lens f/MX-10 119 Be 
99.95 New Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 49 
259.95 YS40A Strobe 1899 
249.95 O-Ring for MX-10 8.9 
96.95 20mm Underwater Color Filter84.9 
209.95 Lens Caddy for MX-10 ae 





Aesnntiee- 3 
Housing with 
Camera 59.95 
Aquashot-3 outfit with 
Camera, Macro Kit, Travel 


Bag 124.95 


with Camera, Substrobe, Macro Kit, Travel Bag 209.95 


Substrobe, Macro Kit, Bag 


Aquashot-3e 


Aquashot-3e Housing 64.95 
Housing w/Endeavor10 109.95 
w/Endeavor10, Macro Kit, 
Travel Bag 179.95 
w/Endeavor10, Substrobe, 
Macro Kit, Travel Bag259.95 


PELICAN 


Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1120 -(7 3/8x4 7/8x3 1/8")12.95 - 
#1150 -(8.5 x6x3.25") 19.95 
#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 31.95 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 34.95 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 52.95 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 68.00 91. 95 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")84.95 97.95 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 89.95 114.95 





Nikonos V Body with 


Leisure Pro Warranty 589.95 
Nikonos V USA 669.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 

Leisure Pro Warranty 739.95 
Nikonos V USA 

w/35/2.5 859.95 
15/2.8 UW Lens 1499.95 
20/2.8 UW Lens 689.95 
28/3.5 UW Lens 339.95 
35/2.5 UW Lens 164.95 
80/4 UW Lens 344.95 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 


BONICA 


Sea King 
Snapper Camera..109.95 


Sea King Sanpper Set 
with Strobe and Close-Up 


Kit, Case... 294.95 
Close Up Kit............. 59.95 
Neon. 


Strobe Light........ 164.95 
Carrying Case ........ 59.95 
Snorkeling Camera... 











exact.Trade names and trade 











Not responsible for typographical errors. * While Supplies Last. 


179.95 


Aquashot-3/3e Accessories 
Water Correcting Lens18.95 


Macro Kit w/Framer 49.95 
Travel Bag 24.95 
Substrobe 124.95 
Kit converts between 
3/3e housings 9.95 
Waterproof, 
Unbreakable Cases 
Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 
#1526 Combo Case = 142.95 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag - 65.95 


#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 99.95 139.95 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 119.95 159.95 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")149.95 229.95 
#1700 -(36x13.5x5") 136.95 - 
#1750 -(50x13.5x5") 156.95 - 


DF-10 Finder for 80mm 


(Above Water) 84.95 
DF-11 254.95 DF-12 159.95 
SB 105 Complete (USA) 659.95 
SB 105 Complete 

(Leisure Pro Warranty) 549.95 
SB 105 Flash Head 429.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 89.95 


$C-100 Double Cord f/Nikonos149.95 


Double Bracket 159.95 
Double Bracket Set 269.95 
Ext Arm Set 129.95 


Watertight Body Cap (Nikonos) 17.95 


marks are owned by 





Motor Marine 


MX-10 with YS-40 Kit 


WRECK & DIVE REELS 


REEF SCUBA 
Gap Reel 50 #18 
L.l. Wreck Reel 800 #24 
4” Primary Reel 250’ #48 
4” Primary Reel 300' #36 
4” Primary Reel 410’ #24 


Safety Reel 160 #36 
Ultimate Dive Reel 300 1/8 


respective 





& 


4.9 


OUTFITS | 
Consists of 
choice of UW 
Strobe, New 
Tray & Handle 
Rapid 
Advance, 
(NiCad & 
Smart Charger 
w/200 & 400 Kits) 
New Quick Grip,Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 524.95 
#3946.58 #400 Kit 929.95 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg. ea 95 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 9.95 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, racket 
& Srobe Arm |! 449.95 
Substrobe Outfits for Ikelite 
Housings: consists of choice of Substrobe 
with Smart charger, Quick Grip Arm, 
TTL Cord, & Pelican Case 


#396846 Ai Kit 564.95 
#396862 200 Kit w/charger 929.95 
UW STROBES 
Substrobe $ 29.95 
Substrobe 50MS 219.95 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 254.95 
Substrobe 100A TTLOR 359.95 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 679.95 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 699.95 
Remote TTL Slave 139.95 
100/240V Smart Charger 99.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip Il 139.95 
Macro Mount 64.95 
Macro Arm 169.95 


NIKONOS-V 


Close-Up Kit w/o case 179.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 
ACCSESSORIES 
for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 99.95 
SEA & SEA 
NIKONOS ACCS 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) 874.95 


15/3.5 689.95 20/3.5 w/Cs 434.95 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens 299.95 
YS-30 TTL289.95 YS-50 TTL 279.95 


YS-60 TTL Kit 479.95 
YS120 TTL 574.95 
YS350 TTL 999295 





24.95 
74.95 
82.95 
82.95 
82.95 
DIVE RITE 
4100 Safety Reel 140’ #24 36.95 
4300 Safety Reel 400’ #24 54.95 
4310 Safety Reel 250’ #36 54.95 
AQUA EXPLORER 
69.95 
Safety Reel 160 w/Tension #36 84.95 
82.95 


Personal checks welcome. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers 
license for reference. No return/Refund on Books/Videos/CD Rom, Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back |} 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, provided in mint condition. For return/exchange within 14 days 
only, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are 
supplied with USA or LeisurePro's own exclusive warranty at LeisurePro’s option. Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied 
by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer. Pictures are for illustration purposes ue at eon! not be 
a ales ; 
Prices Valid Thru May 3, 1999 Subject to supplier prices 


mfr. N.Y. Residents 
































































































AMPHIBICO 
NAVIGATOR 900 


Allows the LCD 
screen to be 


Explorer MV1 
for Canon-Optura 


Smallest housing available for 
the Sony PC10 Digital Camera 


QUEST Housing fits all Sony & Canon Camcorders 
Also available for the Canon XL-1 


Features: 
Electronically Controlled 


Color Filter $ 949° if 


Wide Angel Lens 


Receive a [,{14 underwater camera 
with the purchase of any video housing 


(RMATO’S HAS IT ALL IN STOCK! 


16mm lens - 20mm lens + macro lens « 


lens caddy + all available! 20mm wide lens, 


macro lens, lens caddy 
ALL AVAILABLE! 


STROBE 
NOW IN 
STOCK! 


67-16 eMerte Ave. 


Glendale, NY 11385 
Ph: (718) 628-6800 
closed § Sat & Sun 
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Air Tahiti Nut 
Names Leopold 
Vice President, 
North America 


ou Leopold, a veteran with 
more than 30 years of experi- 
ence in the South Pacific travel 
| industry, was recently appoint- 
ed ite President, North America for 
Air Tahiti Nui, the new international 





Lou Leopold, Vice President North 
America for Air Tahiti Nui. 


airline of Tahiti. In his new position, 
Leopold will work on building the 
North American passenger base and 
establishing Air Tahiti Nui as the pre- 
mier carrier to Tahiti. 

“T am looking forward to working 
closely with the tour operators, cruise 
lines, travel agents, and incen- 
tive/meeting planners who are key to 
our business,” Leopold said. “With 
Air Tahiti Nui being dedicated to the 
U.S. Market, and offering three week- 
ly, nonstop flights from Los Angeles 
and excellent interline connections, 
we are ideally suited to meet the 
needs of our travel industry partners 
and clients.” 

Leopold previously has worked for a 
major tour operator, Tahiti Vacations, 
and has spent 15 years with Air New 
Zealand, the last 10 as the airline’s 
North American sales manager. 





PHOTO - VIDEO - PRO AUDIO 


FOR ORDERS CALL: 


800-947-9979 
212-444-6649 


95 
Motor Marine tl-EX w/YS-60 Kit. 944. 95 
16mm Conversion Lens MM II...289.00 
20mm Conversion Lens MM |!...306.00 
High Optical Finder f/16,20 Lens 262.00 


USA=Imported and warrantied 
by Nikon 
IMP.=Imported & warrantied by B&H 
(not qualified for Nikon USA 
Rebates and Warranties) 


NIKONOS ae pads 
Ve 489.95 | 


THE 
PROFESSIONAL 'S 
SOURCE 
New Address: 
420 9th Avenue 
N.Y.C. 10001 


oR FAX (24 HOURS)? 


800-947-7008 
212-239-7770 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 

Mini Aluminum Housing Blue/Silver ..199.00 
Strobe Kit f/Mini Aluminum Housing .149.00 
Close-Up Kit 


Q6setiyz 


SKINDIVER SL 301 

Reefmaster 

Operational to 164 ft... $199.00 
Macro 3x for above 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/foam Dividers 


1200 (9%x7%x44) 35.50 
1300 (9%x7%4x6%) 40.50 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 64.50 


A995 
5 | 1450 (15x10%x6) 83.50 104.50 
95) 1500 (17x11%x6%) 98.50 116.50 
| 1520 (18x12%x6%) 108.50 138.50 


IMP. USA 

*Nikonos V Body 95... 669.95 
*Nikonos V w/35/2.5...749.95.....859.95 
...1949.95 

95... 849.95 

439.95 

95... 199.95 

95... 439.95 

95... 659.95 


Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case .179.95 
Double TTL Syne Cord 
Syne Cord #10208... 89.95 
ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
IKELITE 


Optical Viewfinder #5002 

Ext. Tube Set #4090.03................. 99.95 
SEA & SEA 

12/3.5 Super Wide Fisheye 


95 
16mm Conversion Lens £/35/2.5 343. 95 
NOS Obese 847.95 20/3.5.......565.95 
Optical Finder for 20/3.5 Lens ....110.98 
High Eyepoint Finder {/15,16,20 262.95 
EXtHUbesomint lt cei we 54.00 
ExtUbesomm 1:2... a. 54.00 


CAMERA HOUSING 


Aquashot 3e Endeavor w/Macro 
(Complete Kit) 
Aquashot III w/Macro Kit 
and Substrobe w/Travel Bag ..209.95 
FLASHES 


STROBE PACKAGES for NIKONOS 
3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit 
3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit 


AMPHIBICO 
VH-1000 
Marine Video 
Housing 
for Sony 
DCR-VX1000 
$2599 
f/Sony TRV-900 .....1545.95 


FREE! Dome Port and 
Filter Holder w/Purchase 





of VH-1000 ($80 Value) 


Marine Video Light 101S 


1550 (19x14x7%) 121.50 158.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 143.50 180.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 199.95 249.95 
1750 (50%x13%x5) 184.50 _ 
NEW! 1526 (1520 case w/Gadget 

Bag Silver, Black) 


ewa-marine 


UA Housing .....164.95 
UA-Z Housing f/longer 
lenses up to 9" 189.95 
UA-X Housing..189.95 
UA-XP Housing219.95 
UF w/o Flash....114.95 | 
U-FX for use = 

with Shoe Mount Flash 129.95 
U-MM Compact AF Camera.......... 59.95 
U-AMZ Compact AF Zoom Camera..59.95 
Hurricane HO0d............ccceece 74.95 
U-VVL for Sharp Viewcam 
U-VST for Sony TR5,6,7............. 199.95 
U-VJD for JVC DV-1 j 
U-VPC for Sony PC-7 
U-VML for JVC compact 
V-DXI f/ Panasonic EZ-1........... 299.95 
V-1000 f/ Sony 

DCR VX1000 Digital 
NEW! U-VMV f/Canon 

MVI/Optura 
U-VXL f/Canon XL-1 
V-9000 f/Sony DSR-200 

Price includes camera adapter rings 


| ikelite 


COMPASSES 
2500 PRO Compass Wrist............ 29.95 
2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist........ 42.95 
VIDEO HOUSINGS 
For Sony TR-Series (Specify) 
For Sony FX Series (Specify) 
NEW! For Sony Mavica 
NEW! For Sony PC-1 
For Sony VX-1000 
For Sony VX-3 
For JVC AX Series (Specify) 
DIVE LIGHTS 
RED SHalogenic ce) Rats... donc coat ae 43.95 
Mini C-Light Halogen He 
Modular Super Light (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites ........ 36. 95 


Housings for Sony TRV-900 
and all Sony TR Series 
and Canon 


For Sony PC1, SC100, 
Canon Optura...949.95 


For Canon XL-1.1199.95 


2 50-Watt 

Underwater Lights with 
Rechargeable Battery 
and Charger 


Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $6.95 up to 1 Ib. Add 75¢ for each addi- 
tional Ib. For ins. add 50¢ per $100. Prices valid thru MAY 19, subject to supplier 
prices. ©1999 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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The Search For 
Amelia Earhart 
Continues 


he Naia dive vessel, provider 
of exciting dive adventures in 
and around the Fijian Islands, 
is setting sail to help solve the 
mysterious fate of Amelia Earhart 
this summer. Archaeologists and 
researchers will travel aboard Naia 
from Fiji to a remote island in equa- 
torial Kiribali. During this mission, 
they will examine compelling new 
evidence to support theories that 
Earhart, who disappeared in 1937, 
actually landed in Kiribali and sur- 
vived before perishing after failed 
rescue attempts. 

This is the second such venture in 
which Naia has been involved. Dur- 
ing the last journey, team members 
dove into a murky lagoon to discov- 
er clues to add to the ever-growing 
jigsaw puzzle about Earhart’s disap- 
pearance during a global flight 
attempt more than 50 years ago. 

In addition to the on-island re- 
search, divers aboard the vessel will 
also have the opportunity to explore 
spectacular reefs seldom visited by 
anyone but the adventurous crew of 
the Naia and their guests. 

For more details, visit the Naia 
website at www.naia.com.fj or call 
(800) 903-0272. = 






































1-800-290-5622 ‘| Beat Deale On 

Tel: (718) 437-4257 | All Major Brands 

“Fax: (718) 437-5136 - 24 Hr. ° MARES ° SHERWOOD 
e DACOR e DIVE RITE 





: (e-mail go@sunshinesports.com’ SBEUCHAT «LDL 










eIKELITE © ZEAGLE 
www.sunshinesports.com °GENESIS * POSEIDON 
° TUSA ¢ HARVEY'S 






e OCEANIC © FORCE FIN® 

























TECH PACK 
{ Tusa lmprex, BCD - Wt. Integrated 

¢ Tusa Imprex Regulator 

3 Gauge Console, Pressure Depth & Temp. 


len Me elk IR3 

uffle Ba 

Hose Frataaiges $5 2495 

SCUBA PACKAGE #101C 
PREMIER PACKAGE 

* Mares or Tusa, BCD 


B.C. your choice: Tusa, Mares Seaquest, Etc. -|. Nea y, 
Bladerless, Back Pack Padded, Dual Bands, Low] Wy 


Profile to reduce Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts w/Drain, _ eee WE 
ays Catalogue Available er 


Balanced Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 
AQUA-LUNG 


Regulator your choice: Tusa, Mares, Dacor 
OU.S.DIVERS’ 


Sherwood, etc. - High Performance, 
Lightweight, Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 
AUTHORIZED REPAIR & SERVICE STATION 
Call For Details 
























4 GAUGE CONSOLE 
5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI, Temp., Compass 


Octopus or Mini Octopus: 
* Regulator Bag 






















© Tusa Reau! elkolite |i FREE LG. 

ua $299" |r. Pig oberisenc | DIVE HGHTS. IKELITE 
oM fal e Divers Knife Shy RCD Super8 59.95 Super 8 Rech 184.95 
s Aas Prateetdes MINI C H Sale) RCD H Rech 114.95 
PACKAGE 1020_|Meitaai@hT 7) Param : MIR 
* Regulator * Console $9199 B| | * Octopus Holder FREE MASK | RCD Halogen 39.45] Maxi C H Call 
¢ Octopus w/Long Hose «Wt. Belt PC Lite 22.95! Super C Lite Call 

UNDERWATER KINETICS 
Te) tay ie » Genesis Athena * Valor Reg. SLD-4 138 95 SL6 d 29.95 
5 

sd N@.¢:Vejy=m * Console « Valor Octopus SL4 2295| MINIQ40 1475 

SLD4R 108.00] SLD8 Rech 158.00 










PELICAN LIGHTS ON SALE 

King Pelican 49,95 
Britelite 34.95 
Super Pelilite 14.95 


GAUGES 

Double Gauge 74.95 
4 Gauge 99.95 
Mares Flatbrass 2D 109.95 





MASK, FINS & SNORKELS 
FREE NEOPRENE STRAP WITH 3 PIECE OUTFIT 














TUSA FORCE PIN® 







FINS Original, Pro M 
ares Flatbrass 2C 109.95 
Imprex 7700, 8800, X.Ten 5000, 5500 ch ia Force Sherwood Combo 200 Call 





Sherwood Compass Module 29,95 
Oceanic Max Depth Navcon 114.95 
Tusa Triple Gauge Call 
Tusa DBL Gauge Call 


MASK 

DBL, FEATHER QUICK ADJUST 
M30, 7500, 5700, 6000, 3800 
Hyper Dry Mask 8000 

Mini Design 4000, 2000 






MASK 
ESA, VEDR, SETA 





FINS 
Quatro, Avanti, Avanti FF 









SNORKEL Tusa SCA 650 Call 
Dry 580, 400, 410, ay DACOR ) Pressure Gauge 44.95 

SHERWOOD - Mask MASK Dacor Gauges 

Genesis Series Slim ite 4700, 4000, 4600, Integra, QL, DL, Pursuit DL, Bandit COMPUTERS 

4200 SNORKEL 

Mini Mask 4400, 2100, 2000 integra DV, int. Flex Bl ola Protector w/any paisa dy 

OCEAN MASTER BEUCHAT 






Orca Pilot Nitrox Call 
































































Eeuclier iA Bask Feo Genesis Resource Combo Call 

Dry Snorkel Genesis Resource Wrist Call 

Equalizer V3 Genesis Escort Hoseless Call 

=: co, Genesis Resource Nitrox Call 

SPARE AIR KIT ie Saul al 10300 ppt 
usa Computer Console a 

TRE ae YOUR CHOICE: 5 mmGlove Semi Dry o5 fee ehs ean ra 

i 6.5mm Wet Suit, or | 9mm Boot w/Zipper ‘a 74 Sherwood Courier Computers Call 
is Sg SHEE 6.5mm Semi Dry Suit & Premium Sole Sherwood Awac cal 
= bD Hood ceanic Prodi a 

3 MM Shorty 54.95 Oceanic Data Blus Call 
3 MM Wet Suit 129.95 30 Cu. Ft. ; Uwatec Aladin Air X Call 
6.5 MM Wet Suit (plush, 081 stich etc) 129.95 | 40Cu. Ft. 124.00 Cochran Computers Call 

Newstretch 119.95 | Pony Pressure Guage 29.94 

Lycra Skin 29.95 -| Reef Glove 6.95 | Dacor Sa et 
6.5mm Semi Dry Suit 149.95 | Hood w/Plush 24.95 | Dacor Extreme Access a 





Boot w/Premium Sole 24.95 
Back Pack DBL Padding 56.95 
Mesh Bag LG 19.95 
Duffle Bag LG 29.95 
Dive Alert 34.95 
Snorkel Vest 29.95 


Tusa Duo Air Call | Oceanic Slimline Oct 59.95 
Tusa $$400 Call! Scuba Pro Air 2 Call 
Mares Octopus Call | Mini Octo w/Long Hose 54.95 


Jumpsuit 3mm 78.95 
Jumpsuit 2mm 58.00 
Warm Water Glove 10.95 
Cold Water Glove 19.95 
Dual Manifold wAsolator 149.95 
ALUMINUM TANKS 

Pony 13 Cu. Ft. 84.95 
Scuba Duba 26.95 
6 Cu. Ft. 79.95 


REGULATORS 
BEAUCHAT 
¢ VS-3 ° VS-4 
° VTR-8 © VX-10 
MARES TUSA 
¢ Akros © Nikos ¢TR-350 »*TR-390 
° Abyss * V-16 * TR-400 

We also carry Regulators from: 




















SHERWOOD 
¢ Brut * Magma 
¢ Oasis * Maximus 













































CITIZEN Aaland Duplex Aqualand Two Tone Call for Oceanic, Dacor, Aqua-Lung, Genesis 
WATCHES ae uel appa Lowest Prices We at Sunshine Sports 

Aquashot 3 Camera (en GUARANTEE that you will 

Aquashot 3E obtain the LOWEST PRICE 


Includes Camera 7 
Aquashot 3 Outtit Call fi 
Aquashot 3E Package Call 
Includes Camera, 

Macro Kit, Case Substrobe, Aqua Snap, etc. 


UW STROBES 

Substrobe 50 & 50s Call 
Substrobe 100A Call 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad Call 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad Call 
Quick Grip Arm Call 
Macro Crip Arm Call 
Modular Grip Arm Call 
Modular Video-Lite Call 
Pro Video Lite II Call 
Substrobe Outfits Call 
CAMERA & VIDEO HOUSINGS 
SLR-AF Housings Call 
SLR Packages Call 


¢ & the BEST SERVICE on 
a any Scuba item that we carry. 

‘s....atf’ This is how it works locate any 
item at any retail outlet or from any catalog 
with their price & we will beat that price by 


5%. No conditions. 
Cameras, Lenses & 


NIKONO Accessories... Call 


Z p PELICAN PRODUCTS INC. 
=i Water Proof Cases 

#1400)  21/2"L x 91/4"W x 5t/e"D = 52.95 
#1450 = 15”"L x 101/2”W x 6”D 68.00 


#1500 = 17”L x 10'/2"W x 6"D 85.00 
#1520 18"L x 127/0"W x 63/4"D = 89.95 
























MX10 with YS40 A KIT| Motor Marine Il Ex 
20mm Lens for MX10 |20mm Lens 

Macro Lens for MX10 116mm Lens 

Close Up Lens for MX10] Macro Lens 37 
Color Filter Macro Lens 2T 
Lens Caddy - Ete. |YS60- Ete. 

















































Fully Automatic 160° Depth Hard 
Molded Underwater Housing, 
Easy Grip, Rubber Aroming 

New Strobe Now Available 


Close Up Lens Call | #1550 19"L x 14"Wx 73/4"D 
Modular Super Lite Call | Sport Diver Camera Call 29"L x 18"W x 10'/2"D [949.95 


Video Housings for most Sony Video Cameras | Free 2 Rolls of Film with each (Wheels) 
Digital Video Housings for Sony & JVC Reefmaster Camera PLEASE CALL FOR ALL OTHER PELICAN PRODUCTS 


MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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SCUBA DEPOT 
888-737-3483 


Small ad, BIG SAVINGS 
And GREAT SERVICE!! 


Masks 
TUSA Liberator +...$46.95 




























Gauges 
TUSA SCA760.......... $165 
TUSA SCA720........... $111 
Bid ; TUSA SCA65O..........$109 
eed Brass SPG’s...............§75 
SPG/Depth/compass..$165 
Pro Wrist Compass.....$48 


Computers 
TUSA SCA900.......... $299 











TUSA Splendive IV.$54.95 
TUSA Platina.......... $49.95 







Purge mask............. 
SeaVision masks. ....$79.00 
Snorkels 

TUSA Platina.......... $23.95 
TUSA Imprex........... $21.95 
TUSA Imprex lll........ 









Cameras 
Aquashot 3 w/camera.$70 
Aquashot 3E Housing and 
Endeavor Camera.$139.95 
Aquashot 3E housing 


























TUSA X-Ten............ $49.95 
TUSA Imprex........... $58.95 
Cressi Frogs............ $69.95 
Force Fins......from $99.95 


Aquashot 3 package #1 
(includes housing, 
aquasnap camera, macro 
kit, water correcting lens 
and travel 










eee erat nae eae eaeneneaneenenne 


bag 

Aquashot 3E package #3 
(includes housing, 
Endeavor camera, macro 
kit, water correcting lens 
and travel bag....... $209.95 


AND MUCH MORE 


BCD’S 

TUSA BCJ 3900...$279 
TUSA BCJ 3500...$269 
TUSA BCJ 4900...$345 


Warranty 
Included! 


Technical Stuff = =—s | Analyzers... 


Dive Rite Transpak...CALL | Vual Zip Fockets..... 
S/S Plate/Harness...$195 
S/S Line Reel, 400’...$67 | egulator bags........ 
S/S Line Reel, 140’...$45 
Line Cutter...$12 

Air Cells, $200-$400 
Isolation Manifolds. ..$225 


Dive Lights 


ee wen eerevenvores 





























Cold Water Boots.....$34.95 
Tropical Boots.......... $22.95 
Cold Water Gloves. .$22.95 
Titanium Knives....... 


DUI Dry Suits.......... 
y eee Mini Quest Dive Slate. $22.95 
Snorkel Vests, from..$29.95 
Scuba Tools............. 







Regulators 
Beuchat VX10......... $279 






TUSA Octopus........ 
Octo/Inflators, from...$129 


We are FULLY AUTHORIZED 
For the follwing BRAND NAMES 
We ARE the good guys! 


Uwatec, Sherwood, Beuchat, TUSA, 
Dive Rite, Underwater Kinetics, 
Princeton Tec, DUI, OMS, Ikelite, 
O’Neill, Force Fin, ScubaPro, Oceanic, 
Citizen, Spare Air, JBL, Genesis, 
Poseidon, SeaVision and more......... 


155 Jericho Tpk., Mineola, NY 11501 


WWW .SCUBACATALOG.COM 






Visit our website 
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Dive Industry 
Icon Graces the 
Pages of Sports 
lllustrated— 
Again! 


n May of 1955, dive industry leg- 

end Zale Parry generated a lot of 

interest for diving when she 

appeared on the cover of Sports 
Illustrated magazine. Now, more than 
AO years later, Zale again is featured in 
Sports Illustrated. This time, the 
NOGI award winner is featured in the 
magazine’s “Catching Up With” sec- 
tion, a regular feature spotlighting 
cover personalities. 


photo/Robert M. Ba ky . 

It’s appropriate that Zale would 
appear in the magazine's annual 
Swimsuit Issue, one of the most wide- 
ly read issues of the year. After all, she 
was one of the first swimsuit models to 
appear on the magazine’s cover. “It’s 
incredible that they would want to do 
something about me after so many 
years, says Zale, who was inducted 
into the Diving Hall of Fame in 1993. 
“I can't believe so many more people 
today read the magazine compared to 
who saw the article back then.” 

Currently working on a retrospec- 
tive of the history of diving, Dive 
America, Zale still dives when she can 
find the time. Last year, she joined 
Jean-Michel Cousteau on a week-long 
expedition and is looking forward 
to another trip as soon as the book 
is published. = 







We don’t just stock it, We dive with it! 







CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 
209 Broadway “Rt. 1 10” 
Amityville, New York 11701 


(800) 262-4160 
Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 

http://www.bDerger-bros.com 
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S & Sea CX600 for Sea & Sea MotorMarine 
the Canon Rebel “G” _ HEX with YS60 Strobe 






















Sea Life Reefmaster Kit 
Strobe & Close-UP Lens 
Now Available 


Sea & Sea NX90 
and Nikon N90S 









Amphibico Dive Buddy 





Ocean Images fits any 
For all SONY or Canon Sony or Canon 
camcorders 

































Ikelite 
Substrobe 200 






























Full Line of Aquatica 
PRE LN EE NE 
Full Line ony Camcorders 

In Stock. Call for Pricing. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 
Kental, Kepairs & Trade-ins 


Af 
» ¢ NOW TAKING ORDERS 


GATES BAJA AMPHIBICO 
b4E ® . NAVIGATOR 900 
’ . for SONY TRV 900 


See what you have been 
missing with a flipout 
screen on the housing. 























For Sony PC-1 
works w/ flipout screen 








(NITERIDER LIGHTING SPECIALS 
= | AMPHIBICO MV-1 
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Ask about our FREE (Sti) For Canon-Optura 
In Water Demo Days Shoots Photo & Video 
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Dominica 





he Dominican Watersports 
Association is staging the sixth 
annual Dive Fest from July 2 
to 10, 1999. The popular event 
includes free Discover Scuba events, 
whale watching, underwater trea- 
sure hunts, sunset cruises, kayaking 
races, and other exciting activities. 
At night, guests can enjoy concerts 
with steel drum bands, jazz groups 
and others. 

The goal of this year’s Dive Fest is 
to promote awareness of the marine 
environment and educate people of 
the need to conserve our marine 
resources. Previous Dive Fests have 
led to the installation of 33 moor- 
ings on dive sites all along the 
Dominican coastline. The local div- 
ing community is currently work- 
ing to establish an on-island hyper- 
baric chamber. 

For more information on the 
Dominica Dive Fest, visit the web- 
site at www.dominicadm.com. = 


FOR The 


AOVENTURER 


IN YOU. 





As the world’s largest scuba diving company, Scubapro is commit- 
ted to providing the most technically advanced diving products on 
the market. Scubapro celebrates 35 years as the established 
world leader in scuba technology that is focused on delivering 
a better experience for the diver both in and out of the water. 
Headquartered in El Cajon, California, Scubapro is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of JWA Industries. Scubapro can be con- 
tacted by calling 1-800-GO-SCUBA (467-2822). 


ATTENTION SCUBAPRO CUSTOMERS: 


It is important that you purchase your Scubapro equip- 
ment only through a Scubapro authorized dealer 
(including mail, telphone, or internet orders). If you pur- 
chase from any unauthorized source the Scubapro war- 


ranty will not be valid. ‘ 


FrO 


For more detailed 
information regarding our sc 
technology, please visit 
us at www.scubapro.com. cy 





FEELING ALITTLE SLIM IN ThE POCKET? 


CHECK QUT NEXT MONTH'S 
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DIVE GUIDE 
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ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-4939 


i:Shite 


AQUA SHOT 3 
includes a roll of film 59° 
64.95 


AQUA SHOT 3E 
AQUA SHOT 3E 
with Fuji Camera 109.95 
AQUASHOT 3 OUTFIT 
Includes: Aquashot 3, Macro Kit, 


Case and 209° 


Substrobe AQ/S 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 569.95 
f/Nikon N70 569.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS569.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 569.95 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
fimost Sony & JVC Housings 624.95 
Video Light 45 NiCad 224.95 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe $ 39.95 
Substrobe 50MS 219.95 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 254.95 
Substrobe 100A TTL 359.50 
Substrobe 200 w/Nicad 679.95 
Substrobe 400 w/Nicad 699.95 
Remote TTL Slave 139.95 
100/240V Smart Charger 104.95 
4081 Quick Handle 19.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip II 139.95 
Macro Mount 64.95 
Macro Arm 169.95 


SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 
Consists of choice of UW 
Strobe, New Tray & 
Handle Rapid Advance, 
(NiCad & Smart 
Charger w/200 & 400 
Kits) 

New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican Case 


#3946.46 Ai/Ain Kit 539.95 
#3946.58 #400 Kit 969.95 
#3946.59 #400 Kit Euro Chrg.979. ae 
#3946.62 #200 Kit 969. 
#3946.43 #50 Kit w/C-Light, Bracket 
& Srobe Arm II 
Substrobe Outfits for egy, 
Housings: consists of choice of 
Substrobe with Smart charger, Quick 
Grip Arm, TTL Cord, & Pelican Case 
#396846 Ai Kit 599.95 
#396862 200 Kit w/charger 929.95 


SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 
Inner Foam with 
Dimensions 
613 13x9x6" 
518 18x13x5" 
718 18x13x7" 
821 21x13x8" 104. 95 134.95 
822 21x18x8" 174.95 —_ 
827 229.95 _ 


Seal-Tight 
Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5") 59.95 
X-Large (19x15x9") 69.95 


Version Dividers 


42 West 18th Street » New York, NY 10011 
Order Dept. Mon.-Thurs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 


Customer Relations (212 


741-0466 Mon.-Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11-2pm EST 


ORDERS & INFO (212) 741-0052 Fax #212-463-7223 


BONICA 


Fully 

automatic, 

uses 35mm reg- 

ular film and 

operates down to 150’ 
Simple to use, inexpensive 
and yet producing sharp and 
colorful pictures 


Snapper109.95 
Snapper Outfit 
with Strobe, 
Close-Up Kit 
and Strobe 


294.95 


REEFMASTER Auto 


Underwater Dive Camera 
¢ Fully automatic 35mm camera 
¢ £:3.5 glass lens 1/140 shutter speed 
*to 50 meter depth 179.95 
3X Mcaro Close-Up Lens 39.95 
Sealife Skin Diver 89.95 


100 Epoque Plus 


Automatic 
35mm, 150 ft. 
depth, 
Motorized | 
Advance _ 
with 

Auto 

Flash 


Free Sportsfinder 
w/ourchase of Epoque Camera 


DIVING LIGHTS 
Sata-Lite Straight Cord 42.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 49.95 
Mini C Mark 49.95 
R.C.D. 43.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Modular Super Lite 154.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 

#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 
Inner STD with 

Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1200 -9.5 x7.5x4.5" 35.50 - 
#1300 -9.5 x7.5x7" 40.50 - 
#1400 -12.3 x9.3x5.3"54.95 

#1450 -15 x10.5x6" 69.95 104. 50 
#1500 -18 x11.7x6.5"89.95 116.50 
#1520 -18 x13x6.75" 93.95 138.50 
#1526 Combo Case Call 
#1527 Conv. Travel Bag 65.95 
#1550 -19 x14x7.7" 104.95 158.50 
#1600 -22x17x8" 124.95 180.50 
#1650 -28x18x10.5'164.95 Call 
#1750 -50x13.5x5" 159.95 - 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


SEAcSEA 


MX-10 


Motor Marine MX-10 
Body 354.95 


MX-10 with YS-40 Kit 
20mm Lens f/MX-10 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 
Close-Up Lens f/MX-10 


524.95 
224.95 
136.00 

52.00 


MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
Motor Marine II-EX 555.95 
New Motor Marine Il-EX Outfit 
with New YS-60 Flash 944,95 
Ikelite Substrobo 50 Kit 199.95 





CAMERA HOUSINGS 
NX-90 
UW Housing 
New CX-600 
for Rebel G 





ewa-marine 
MASTER SERIES 


UAX same as UA wiflash 179.95 
UA-XP Deep Sea 219,95 
UF-P Housing f/Pentax 6x7 49.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 67.95 
UNEDREWATER 
VIDEO HOUSINGS 
VST f/Sony TRS 194.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 19.95 
UVCMS 174.95 
UVEL 189.95 
Video Cape Large 29.95 
fiother models Call for Price 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include 
address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day 
money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank waranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special 
order. All orders are subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama’s own exclusive warran- 

ty at Adorama's option. Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible 
for rebates offered by manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA # 898591 Not responsible for typographical 
errors. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. 


SAVE YOUR COPIES OF 


Here’s the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! 
These durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with aitaaine gold lettering, 
will provide maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2” 
wide spring mechanism to hold individual rods 
that quickly snap in place. 
1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6- $60.75 
Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 
MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) 
payable to Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 

Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 

499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 


Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 


CASE(s): 


(no P.O. Boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
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SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Prices effective till April 3, 1999 


1761.95 


1575.95 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon inc. 


Aquatica F5 Call 
Aquatica A90 Call 
; AquaLens 499.95 


Special Closeout 
Offer 
#18440 Macro Port 
#18483 6” Wide Dome 
Shade 
#18776 Moisture Alarm 
90SX 1 
Mac Port f/3, 4 
Aperture Gear 
f/4, 80, 90SX 


NIKONOS-V 


Nikonos V Body with 
Adorama Warranty 
Nikonos V USA 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 
Adorama Warranty 
Nikonos V USA 
w/35/2.5 

15/2.8 UW Lens 
20/2.8 UW Lens 
28/3.5 UW Lens 
35/2.5 UW Lens 164,95 
80/4 UW Lens 344.95 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 84.95 
DF-11 259.95 DF-12 159.95 
SB 105 Complete (USA) 659.95 
SB 105 Complete 

(Adorama Warranty) 549.95 
SB 105 Flash Head 429.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 89.95 
§C-100 Double Cord 149.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Double Bracket Set 269.95 
Ext Arm Set 129.95 
Watertight Body Cap 

for Nikonos 17.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 179.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set 99.95 
UW LIGHT METERS 
Sekonic L-164C UW Meter 499.95 
New Ikelite UW Meter 399.95 
UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 59.95 
SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 

12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) 1136.50 
15/3.5 847.95 
20/3.5 w/Cs 565.95 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens 343.95 
High eyepoint Viewfinder 262.00 
Optical Viewfinder 104.95 
YS-30 TTL 346,00 
YS-50 TTL 279.90 
YS-60 TTL Kit 567.00 
Y$120 TTL 675.00 
New YS350 TTL 1149.95 


SONY 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
MPK-Underwater Housing Call 
SPK- Sports Housing Call 
HVL-M20 20W UW Video Light Call 
HVL-80DA SOW UW Light Call 

We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 

Please Call For Prices 


UR PRO 
UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS 
CALL FOR PRICES 


589.95 
669.95 


739.95 


859.95 
1519.95 
689.95 
339.95 











CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
7 days, 24 hours 


1-800-825-6690 


$15 minimum 


(American Express, MasterCard, Visa, Diners Club) 


abi 

























































Nate 


Please give us four to six weeks’ 
notice for a change of address. 
Even if you have notified the post 
office about your change of address, 
please fill out and mail this form to 
us to ensure accurate delivery of 
your magazine. 


New Subscription or Renewal? 
12 issues of Skin Diver, 
only $19.94! 


| UNLISTED SERVICE? 

' Skin Diver Magazine makes available to other 
! quality publications and carefully screened 
| companies the names of its subscribers. If, 
: however, you do not wish to have your name 
made available please indicate below. 
| Please Check Appropriate Box(es): 

| (J CHANGE OF ADDRESS “Please note new address 
| C1) New SusscripTion O RENEWAL 

| LJ PAYMENT ENCLOSED (J Bitt ME LaTer 


} Please do not make my name available 
to other publications or companies. 





NAME 


ADDRESS 


APT # 
CITY 


STATE ZIP 


PHONE ( ) 


Attach mailing label here and send to: 
Skin Diver Magazine, P.O. Box 52595, 
Boulder, CO 80322-2595 





© AD/SD 1998 
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old equipment, trends of the time, new discoveries—that echo the times and may surprise or shock 
us. It's good to know your roots and how discoveries of old have helped shape diving today. 


The Great White Flight 


Skin Diver legend has it that this July 1976 cover 

featuring a Great White Shark nearly caused a reces- 
tsk rhe sion in the dive industry. It’s more likely, though, that 
Raa SOR On opel the Academy Award winning movie Jaws was the cul- 
Fs . prit. When Jaws came out in 1975, it scared the hell 
I io : out of people, driving them from their pleasant aquat- 
é ic pastimes to relative safety under their umbrellas on 
the beach. Regardless of the cause of the mass exodus, 
Skin Diver didn’t run another shark cover until January 
1993, when thrill seeking adventurers made diving with 
sharks one of the sport’s most sought after experiences. 
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Para Scuba Diving 


“The military does it—why can’t we?” is the basic 
premise of Charles Smithline’s July 1964 article. The 
Deep Fall is a “how to” piece promoting the benefits 

of para scuba for recreational divers. “...for search, 
marking and recovery para scuba is the fastest and 

most efficient way to operate,’ he writes. It’s also a 

much quicker way to get to the dive site, he says, 

with crowded beaches, grid-locked highways and heavy 
boat traffic slowing divers down. The article goes on to describe where to position 
your tank, what gear to wear and the perfect 10-point landing. Well, adrenaline junkies 
have successfully combined surfing and sky diving—why not scuba? 





Glamour The Seaducer 


Skin diving women of the ’50s didn’t have to sac- 
rifice glamour, sex appeal and fashion for an adven- 
turous spirit. They had the Seaducer and Sorcerer 
swimsuits to keep them warm, buoyant and oh so 

desirable. This curvaceous character can be found in 
many Skin Divers of the time, aiming her spear gun 
into the air with a wink and nod to women who 
wished to be as sexy underwater as they were self-suf- 
ficient. The Seaducer and Sorcerer came in a tingling 
, wer cherry tone and were sold by Bal-Buoyant of Newport 
Deaducey Beach, CA for $24.95. : 





Skin Diver (ISSN 0037-6345) Published Monthly Vol. 48 No. 5. Published by Petersen Publishing Company, L.L.C., 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90048-5515. Periodicals postage paid at Los 
Angeles, CA and additional mailing offices. Subscription rates for 1 year (12 issues): U.S., APO, FPO and U.S. Possessions $19.94. Canada—Canada Post international Publications Mail (Canadian Distribution) 
Sales Agreement No. 1298143—$32.94 (price includes surface mail postage and GST-Reg. #R12468-3855). All other countries $34.94. Subscription inquiries within the U.S. phone (800) 800-3487. 
Subscription inquiries outside the U.S. phone (303) 678-0354. CONTRIBUTIONS: Should be mailed to 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, California 90048-5515. They must be accompanied by return postage 
and we assume no responsibility for loss or damage thereto. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary in our sole discretion to meet the requirements of this publication. Upon publication, 
payment will be made at our current rate, which covers the author's and/or contributor's right, title and interest in and to the material mailed including but not limited to photos, drawings, charts, and designs, which 
shall be considered as text. The act of mailing a manuscript and/or material shall constitute an express warranty by the contributor that the material is original and in no way an infringement upon the rights of 
others. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Skin Diver, P.O. Box 52595, Boulder, Colorado 80322-2595. 
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Kayak Dive from Hell 


By STEVEN W. SINGER @ ILLUSTRATION BY KIM WILSON BRANDT 


e headed down to the Palos Verdes Peninsula in 
hopes of using our kayaks to explore some reefs 
too difficult to access via a normal surface swim. 
But when we arrived, we noticed that the area was 
blown out. With shoulders slightly slumped, we decided to 
head up the coast and see if the condi- 

tions improved. We arrived nearly 
an hour later, around noon, at a 
spot in Malibu near Big Rock. The 
surf looked manageable, and we 
were still very motivated, so we 
began unloading. 

After paddling out to the shallow 
dive site, my dive buddy, Dave, 
threw his anchor over the side, and 
I tossed him my bow line so our two 
kayaks could be attached. With an 
average swell rocking our kayaks, 
we managed to set up our gear. The 
visibility was less than five feet, but 
after all this time and effort, by God, 
we were going to enjoy it! 

Unfortunately, upon descending to the 
bottom, the visibility dropped to nearly zero 
with the surge and shifting sand making it 
very hard to get oriented. After about five 
minutes of being pushed back and forth 
across large rocks covered in urchins, we 
agreed to abort the dive and call it a day. 

We surfaced near our kayaks and noticed 
the wind was blowing harder with small 
whitecaps everywhere. We removed our gear 
while still in the water and jumped back on 
our kayaks. I began to feel the onslaught of 
seasickness and contemplated slipping back 
into the water, which usually calms an upset 
stomach, but the rough conditions were not 
agreeable to such an action. The sooner I 
throw up the better I would feel, 1 thought to myself as I laid 
across the kayak and induced vomiting. This made things 
better for only a short time because in my hurry to empty 
my stomach I didn't secure my gear. My partially inflated 
BC was on a one-way express trip to Santa Monica! 

Dave straddled his kayak and inched his way forward to 
remove the line that connected us, so he could go after my 
BC. As he was leaning forward to disengage the brass clip, 
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Af it IS too 


dangerous 
to retrieve 
lost scuba 

equipment... 
let it go. 


a larger swell rolled through and nearly rotated his kayak 
on its side, dumping Dave into the ocean. 

In his haste to help me, Dave forgot to secure the hatch 
over his aft compartment. His first and second stage tum- 
bled out of his kayak and disappeared into the murky 

waters. Now we were having some fun! 

We realized we would have to keep 

Dave’s kayak anchored where it was 
as a reference point to begin a 
search for his gear, so I paddled 
after my drifting BC, still weakened 
by the seasickness. After I returned, 
Dave rigged his gear and descended 
down the anchor line. When his fins 
hit the surgy bottom, he found him- 
self standing right on top of his first 
stage. What luck! He popped up 
within a minute, gear in hand, and 
we carefully stowed our stuff and 

made it back to the beach without 

further incident. 

Afterwards, we felt we had learned 
several valuable lessons. Regarding kayaking, 
we learned it is not wise to connect two 
kayaks together with one rope. I should 
always depend on my own anchor. We also 
realized that you should always secure the 
gear and hatches. Not only could you lose 
scuba equipment, but with these kayaks, the 
entire internal volume could rapidly fill with 
water and sink in a matter of seconds. And, 
of course, you should always tie off your 
equipment securely before moving on to the 
next task. Watching my gear float away is not 
my idea of a good time. 

The more important dive lessons, inde- 
pendent of kayaks, have stayed with me as 
well. First, if the conditions are not good, 
then don’t dive. If it’s not going to be fun, why do it? 
Second, never put yourself in the position where you can- 
not help your dive buddy. If something had happened to 
Dave while he was searching for his gear, I would have been 
powerless to help. And last but not least, if it is too danger- 
ous to retrieve lost scuba equipment, simply let it go. All 
equipment, no matter how expensive, can be replaced. We 
figured we could retrieve our gear, and we were lucky. = 
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‘Up, J For more information on the Accent NT or other Scubapro products, see 
Pa. Z your local Scubapro dealer or check out scubapro.com today. 
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® CITIZEN: HOW THE WORLD TELLS TIME. - 


You choose to go where few will dare. CITIZEN 
has built a similar reputation with the Promaster 
Aqualanad series, the worlds first dive watch with 
a depth sensor. Hyper Aqualand lets you transfer 
dive log data to a PC for dive analysis. It 

also displays water temperature, dive depth 

and elapsed time. The daring Promaster 
Aqualand Duplex offers dual display 

windows for viewing dive depth and elapsed 

dive time simultaneously. Also, featuring 

dive log memory, an auto start dive mode, s Ga 
and it's 200 meter water-resistant. Today Promaster - 
Aqualand meets each new challenge as the leading choice 

of professional and recreational divers worldwide. 


N. D. LIMITS 





CITIZEN watches can be purchased in the: 
United States 
GORDON’S JEWELERS 
All CITIZEN watches are covered by a 5-year limited warranty. 


Caribbean ne | 
—— See a copy of this warranty at any CITIZEN watch retailer. 


LITTLE SWITZERLAND www.citizenwatch.com 








